
D O C U M E N T A T I O N       A N D      P R E P A R A T I O N      O F      C O N S E R V A T I O N      G U I D E L I N E S

for 

H E R I T A G E     B U I L D I N G S    A N D     P R E C I N C T S    I N    V A S A I    - V I R A R     S U B    - R E G I O N 

V O L U M E    I I :       H E R I T A G E        A S S E T S       I N       T H E       M U N I C I P A L     C O U N C I L S

C O N D U C T E D      B Y      C O L L E C T I V E      R E S E A R  C H      I N I T I A T I V E S      T R U S T



 

 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Final Report of the 

DOCUMENTATION AND PREPARATION OF CONSERVATION GUIDELINES  

for  

HERITAGE BUILDINGS AND PRECINCTS IN VASAI – VIRAR SUB – REGION 

 

 

Sponsored by MMR – Heritage Conservation Society 

& Conducted by Collective Research Initiatives Trust 

 

 

V O L U M E    I I :     A P P E N D I C E S 

L I S T    O F    H E R I T A G E    A S S E T S    I N    T H E    M U N I C I P A L   C O U N C I L S 

 

 

December 2008 

 

All drawings are graphical representations and the project team does not hold any responsibility of the 
authenticity and accuracy of the same. All drawings are extrapolated from the information available in the 

public realm.   



 

 i

Acknowledgements 
 
 

Project Team Project Sponsor 

Collective Research Initiatives Trust (CRIT) MMR – Heritage Conservation Society 
  

Researchers Photo credits 

Rohit Mujumdar All photographs are authored by the Collective  

Benita Menezes Research Initiatives Trust (CRIT) unless and  

Vinesh Iyer otherwise mentioned. 

Supriya Thyagrajan  

Ninad Kudalkar   

  

Consultants  

Anirudh Paul, Urban Design  

Tapan Mittal, Heritage Conservation  
  

We would like to thank:  
 

The Vasai Vikas Arakhada Kruti Samiti, which invited CRIT to study the Draft Development Plan 
for  the Vasai – Virar Sub – Region (2001 - 2021) and make suggestions and objections  to the 
same. This led to the formulation of this project.  
 

Chandrashekar Prabhu, an housing activist has been instrumental in carving CRIT’s engagement 
with the Vasai – Virar Sub – Region. 
 

The Bassein Catholic Bank for the financial support provided to CRIT towards securing the Bank 
Guarantee without which this Heritage Policy Project could not have commenced.    
 

The representatives of all the Grampanchayats and Municipal Councils in the Vasai – Virar  Sub - 
Region have provided support during the field study. The residents of Vasai – Virar Sub – Region 
provided valuable information regarding the heritage assets. We would particularly like to mention 
the names of Manuel Tuscano, John Perreria and Pious Machado who have helped CRIT in the 
survey heritage assets.  

 

Avinash Marathe, a practising architect from Vasai, has patiently answered CRIT’s queries on the 
development of Vasai – Virar Sub – Region on several occasions. His assistance in the form of 
providing access to the in-depth archive of his office Avinash Marathe Architects on the Vasai – 
Virar Sub – Region has led CRIT to articulate vital arguments in this project.  
 

Nicky Cardozo and Sheila Cardozo’s co-operation has led to CRIT’s engagements with the fishing 
communities in the Vasai – Virar Sub - Region. 
 

Prof. B. Arunachalam, who has provided CRIT with his valuable time and researched resources 
on the history of pre-colonial sea-trade in the Mumbai Region.    
 

Vimal Shah, Vice – President of Asiatic Society of Mumbai, who assisted CRIT in locating the 
sources for the historiography of Vasai – Virar Sub – Region. 
 

Pankaj Joshi from the MMR – Heritage Conservation Society who has advised the study group on 
several occasions and helped in articulating the directions of this study.  
 

Makarand Salunke, Sonal Sundarajan and Ritesh Patil who helped in undertaking parts of the 
enormous survey of the VVSR.  



 

 ii

Acronyms/Abbreviations  
 
ASI Archaeological Survey of India 

CIDCO City and Industrial Development Corporation 

CRIT Collective Research Initiatives Trust 

DCR Development Control Regulations 

DDP Draft Development Plan 

DP Development Plan 

MMR  Mumbai Metropolitan Region  

MMRDA Mumbai Metropolitan Regional Development Authority 

MMR-HCS Mumbai Metropolitan Region – Heritage Conservation Society 

TOI Times of India 

VVSR Vasai Virar Sub – Region 

  
 
 
 
 

 



 

 iii 

List of Plates 
 

No Title Page No 

8.1 List and Location of Municipal Councils and Grampanchayats 01 

8.2 Location of Heritage Assets in Virar Municipal Council 03 

8.3 Location of Heritage Assets in Nala Sopara Municipal Council 18 

8.4 Location of Heritage Assets in Navghar Manikpur Municipal Council 33 

8.5 Location of Heritage Assets in Vasai Municipal Council 52 

 
 



 

 iv

Contents 
 
 
No  Chapter Pg 

    

  Preface i 

  Acknowledgements ii 

  Acronyms and Abbreviations iii 

  List of Plates v 
    

V O L U M E     I I I:      A P P E N D I X   I I   

8. 

 

Heritage Assets in the Municipal Councils 01 
   

 

8.1  Summary of Assets in the Municipal Councils 01 

 8.1.1 Administrative Body Wise Summary 01 

 8.1.2 Summary of List of Assets 01 
    

8.2  Proforma’s of Heritage Assets in the Muncipal Councils 02 

 8.2.1 Virar Municipal Council 03 

 8.2.2 Nala Sopara Municipal Council 18 

 8.2.3 Navghar Manikpur Municipal Council 33 

 8.2.4 Vasai Municipal Council 52 

 

 



 

 1

8.HERITAGE  ASSETS  IN  THE  MUNIC IPAL  COUNCILSHERITAGE  ASSETS  IN  THE  MUNIC IPAL  COUNCILSHERITAGE  ASSETS  IN  THE  MUNIC IPAL  COUNCILSHERITAGE  ASSETS  IN  THE  MUNIC IPAL  COUNCILS     
 
 
 
 
8.1 SUMMARY OF HERITAGE ASSETS IN THE PLANTATION ZONE 
 

8.1.1 Administrative Body Wise Summary 
Table 8.1: Administrative Body wise Summary 

NO LOCATION TOTAL 

Artefacts Buildings Precinct 

Sc Ed Res Mar Rel Edu  Oth Tal Mar

k. 

Fis

h 

For

t 

Rel Tal  

01 Virar       01  06      07 

02 Nala Sopara     01 01  04 01     07 

03 Navghar 

Manickpur 

    01 01  06    01  09 

04 Vasai 

Vasai Fort 

  05  

 

06 

06 

04 02 

03 

03 02 01 01  01 

 

25 

08 

Sub – Total 00 00 05 00 14 07 05 19 03 01 01  02 57 

Source: CRIT, 2008 

 
8.1.2 Summary of the List of Assets 

Table 8.2: Summary of list of Assets in the Municipal Councils 

S NO NAME OF ASSET VALUE CLASSIFICATION GRADE CONDITION 
     

01 VIRAR MUNICIPAL COUNCIL 

1 Naringi  Talav E(seh), E(lm), E(cul), E(eco) III E Good 

2 Naringi Zilla Parishad School B(his), B(seh), B(lm) III Poor 

3 Dongarpada Gav Talav E(lm), E(cul), E(eco) III E Poor 

4 Vartakwada Talav  E(lm), E(cul), E(eco) III E Good 

5 Totale Talav E(lm), E(cul), E(eco) I E Good 

6 Manvelpada Talav  E(lm), E(cul), E(eco) II E Good 

7 Ranele Talav E(lm), E(cul), E(eco) II E Poor 
     

02 NALASOPARA MUNICIPAL COUNCIL 

8 Chakreshwar Talav E(seh), E(lm), E(cul), 
E(arch), E(eco) 

I E Poor 

9  Sopara Zill Parishad School B(his), B(cul), B(lm) III Poor 

10 Burhanpur Chowk Market 
Precinct 

P(seh), P(arch), P(cul)  Poor 

11 Rehmatullah Alleya Dargah B(cul), B(lm) III Poor 

12 More Talav E(seh), E(lm), E(cul), E(eco) III E Poor 

13 Nagela Talav E(lm), E(cul), E(eco) II E Poor 

14 Achole Talav E(lm), E(cul), E(eco) I E Good 
     

03 NAVGHAR MANIKPUR MUNICIPAL COUNCIL 

15 Chulne Talav E(seh), E(lm), E(eco) I E Fair 

16 Khargoda Talav E(lm), E(eco) III E Good 

17 Nazareth Talav E(seh), E(cul), E(arch), 
E(eco) 

II E Fair 

18 Diwanman Talav  E(seh), E(lm),  E(cul), 
E(eco) 

III E Good 

19 St Michael Church Precinct P(arch), P(cul)  Fair 

19 a St Michael Church B(his), B(cul), B(arch), B(lm) II B Good 

19 b Father Benedict Talav E(seh), E(lm), E(grp), E(cul), 
E(eco) 

I E Good 

19 c St Philomena School B(seh), B(arch), B(reus) III Fair 

20  Umeleman Talav E(seh), E(lm), E(cul), E(eco) III E Good 
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04 VASAI MUNICIPAL COUNCIL 

21  Holy Market  P(seh), P(cul)  Poor 

22 Our Lady of Mercy Church B(his), B(cul), B(arch), B(lm) II B Good 

23 R.P.Wagh High School B(his), B(arch), B(reus) III Fair  

24 Patil House  B(his), B(cul), B(arch) III Good  

25 Matkari House  B(his), B(cul), B(arch) III Good  

26 Gavankar House B(his), B(cul), B(arch), 
B(lm), B(bio), B(reus) 

II A Fair  

27 Vasai Court B(his), B(arch), B(lm), 
B(reus) 

II B Fair  

28 Dargah B(his), B(cul), B(arch), B(lm) III Fair  

29 Vasai Market  P(seh), P(cul)  Poor  

30 Sir D M Petit Municipal 
Dispensary  

B(his), B(cul), B(lm) III Fair  

31 Zilla Parishad School B(his), B(cul),B(reus) III Poor  

32 Shri Swami Siddeshwar Mandir 
Complex 

B(his), B(cul), B(arch), B(lm) II B Poor  

33 St Peters Church B(his), B(cul), B(arch), B(lm) II B Good  

34 Vasai Fort Precinct P(arch), P(cul)  Poor  

34 a Rampart Wall B(his), B(cul), B(arch) I Ruin  

34 b St Anthonys Church B(his), B(cul), B(arch), 
B(tech) 

I Ruin  

34 c The Church of the Holy Name of 
Jesus 

B(his), B(cul), B(arch), 
B(tech) 

I Fair  

34 d The Citadel B(his), B(cul), B(arch) I Ruin  

34 e Our Lady of Life Church B(his), B(cul), B(arch), 
B(tech) 

I Ruin  

34 f The Jail B(his), B(cul), B(arch) I Ruin  

34 g Chimaji Appa Temple B(his), B(cul), B(arch), B(ev) II B Fair  

34 h The Church of Blessed Gonsalvo  B(his), B(cul), B(arch) I Ruin  

34 i Martiz of St Joseph B(his), B(cul), B(arch), 
B(tech) 

I Ruin  

35  Vasai Fishing Jetty and Drying 
Grounds 

P(seh), P(cul)  Poor  

36 Papdy Talav Precinct  P(seh), P(cul) , P(arch)   Poor  

36 a Papdy Talav E(seh), E(lm), E(grp), E(cul), 
E(arch), E(eco) 

I E Poor  

36 b Ram Mandir  B(his), B(cul), B(arch), B(lm) III Poor  

36 c Bondali Talav E(seh), E(lm), E(grp), E(cul), 
E(eco) 

II E Poor  

37  Govardhan Vidyalaya  B(his), B(seh), B(lm), 
B(reus) 

III Poor  

38 Mohanlal Vakil Bungalow B(cul), B(arch), B(reus) III Poor  

39 Shah Building B(cul), B(arch), B(reus) III Fair  

40 Our Lady of Grace Church B(his), B(cul), B(arch), B(lm) II B Good  

41 Thomas Baptista School B(his), B(lm) III Fair  

42 Taam Talav E(lm), E(eco) II E Poor  
Source: CRIT, 2008 

 
8.2 PROFORMA’S OF HERITAGE ASSETS IN THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL 

 

The next section consists of the documentation of the heritage assets in the four 
municipal councils of the Vasai – Virar Sub – Region.  
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PLATE NO. 8.1: LIST AND LOCATION OF MUNICIPAL COUNCILS AND GRAMPANCHAYATS



Naringi Zilla Parishad School

Naringi Talav

Dongarpada Gav Talav

Totale Talav

Vartakwada Talav

2
4

VIRAR MUNICIPAL COUNCIL
01 Naringi Talav Naringi Gaothan, Virar (W) III E
02 Naringi Zilla Parishad School Naringi Gaothan, Virar (W) III
03 Dongarpada Gav Talav Dongarpada Gaothan, Virar (W) III 

04 Vartakwada Talav Vartakwada Gaothan, Virar (W) III E 
05 Totale Talav Padminath Chowdary Marg, Virar (E) I E 

06 Manvelpada Talav Ranele Talav Road, Virar (E) II E 

07        Ranele Talav Ranele Talav Road, Virar (E) IIE

5
2

5

PLATE NO. 8.2: LOCATION OF HERITAGE ASSETS IN VIRAR MUNICIPAL COUNCIL

Manvelpada Talav

Ranele Talav

Manvelpada Talav



Chakreshwar  Talav

Sopare Zilla Parishad School

Burhanpur Chowk Market Precinct

Rehmatulla Alleya Dargah

More Talav

Nagela Talav

5
2

5

2 NALA SOPARA MUNICIPAL COUNCIL
08 Chakreshwar  Talav Off Sopare-Gas Road, Nala Sopara (W) I E

09 Sopare Zilla Parishad School Off Sopare-Gas Road, Nala Sopara (W) III 

10 Burhanpur Chowk Market Burhanpur Chowk, Nala Sopara (W)

11 Rehmatulla Alleya Dargah Dargah Road,Nala Sopara Station (W) III 

12 More Talav More – Achole Road,  Nala Sopara (E) III E 

13 Nagela Talav Nagela Talav Road, Nala Sopara (E) II E

14 Achole Talav Achole Road, Nala Sopara (E) I E 

PLATE NO. 8.3 : LOCATION OF HERITAGE ASSETS IN NALA SOPARA MUNICIPAL COUNCIL

Achole Talav



Father Benedict Talav

Umeleman Talav

St. Michael Church

Diwanman Talav

Chulne Talav

2
4

Nazreth Talav

Khargode Talav

St. Philomena School

3 NAVGHAR MANIKPUR MUNICIPAL COUNCIL
15 Chulne Talav Chulne – Manikpur Road, Vasai (W) II E 

16 Khargoda Talav Chulne – Manikpur Road, Vasai (W) II E

17 Nazreth Talav Off. Chulne – Manikpur Road, Vasai 

(W)

II E 

18 Diwanman Talav Manvelpada Gaothan, Virar (E) II E

19 St. Michael’s Church 
Precinct

Father Benedict Talav Road, Vasai 

(W)

19a St. Michael Church Father Benedict Talav Road, Vasai 

(W)

II B 

19b Father Benedict Talav Father Benedict Talav Road, Vasai 

(W)

I  E

19c St. Philomena School Father Benedict Talav Road, Vasai 

(W)

III

20 Umeleman Talav Umeleman Road, Vasai (W) II E 

5
2

5

PLATE NO. 8.4 : LOCATION OF HERITAGE ASSETS IN NAVGHAR MANIKPUR MUNICIPAL COUNCIL



Papdy Talav
Ram Mandir

Bondali Talav

Taam Talav

Holy Market

Vasai Market

Swami Siddeshwar Mandir Precinct

Vasai Fort Precinct

Vasai Court

Our lady of Mercy Church

R. P. Wagh High School

St Peters Church

Patil House

28 Matkari House

Gavankar House

Bhora Masjid

Thomas Baptista School

Shah House

Our Lady of Grace Church

Mohanlal Vakil HouseGovardhan Vidayala

21 Holy Market Remedy Road, Vasai (W)

22 Our Lady of Mercy Church Remedy Road, Vasai (W) II B 

23 R. P. V agh High School Remedy Road, Vasai (W) III 
24 Patil House Remedy Road, Vasai (W) III 

25 Matkari House Remedy Road, Vasai (W) III 
26 Gavankar House II A

27 Vasai Court Killa Bunder Road, Vasai (W) IIB 

28 Dargah Behind Zhenda Baazar Road, Vasai (W) III 

29 Vasai Market

30 Sir D. M. Petit Municipal Dispensary Zhenda Baazar Road, Vasai (W) III 

31 Zilla Parishad School Zhenda Baazar Road, Vasai (W) III 

32 Shri Swami Siddeshwar Mandir Complex Zhenda Baazar Road, Vasai (W) IIB
33 St Peter’s church IIB

34 Vasai Fort Precinct Kila Bunder Road, Vasai (W)

34a The Rampart Wall Kila Bunder Road, Vasai (W) I 
34b St. Anthony’s Church Kila Bunder Road, Vasai (W) I 

34c The Chuch of the Holy Name of Jesus Kila Bunder Road, Vasai (W) I 

34d The Citadel Kila Bunder Road, Vasai (W) I 

34e Our Lady of Life Church Kila Bunder Road, Vasai (W) I 
34f The Jail Kila Bunder Road, Vasai (W) I 

34g Chimaji Appa Temple Kila Bunder Road, Vasai (W) IIB 

34h The Church of Blessed Gonsalvo Kila Bunder Road, Vasai (W) I 

34i Martiz of St. Joseph Kila Bunder Road, Vasai (W) I 
35 Vasai Fishing Jetty and Drying Ground Behind Vasai Fort, Vasai (W) III

36 Papdy Talav Precinct Papdy – Par Naka Road, Vasai (W)

36a Papdy Talav Papdy – Par Naka Road, Vasai (W) I  E

36b Ram Mandir Papdy – Par Naka Road, Vasai (W) III 

36c Bondali Talav Papdy – Par Naka Road, Vasai (W) II E 

37 Govardhan Vidyalaya Papdy – Par Naka Road, Vasai (W) III 
38 Mohanlal Vakil Bungalow Papdy – Par Naka Road, Vasai (W) III 

39 Shah Building Papdy – Par Naka Road, Vasai (W) III 

40 Our Lady of Grace Church Papdy – Par Naka Road, Vasai (W) II B 

41 Thomas Baptista School Papdy – Par Naka Road, Vasai (W) III 
42 Taam Talav Papdy – Par Naka Road, Vasai (W) II E 

5
2

5

PLATE NO. 8.5 : LOCATION OF HERITAGE ASSETS IN VASAI  MUNICIPAL COUNCIL

Vasai Fishing Jetty
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Plot Area: 4880 sq. mts.  SR. NO 
 

01 

NAME 
 

NARINGI TALAV 

SURVEY NO.  
 
 

--- Built-up Area: 00 sq. mts. 

Recorded By: Vinesh Iyer Reviewed By: Rohit Mujumdar                               Date: July 2007 
 

1 IDENTIFICATION & LOCATION 

1.1 Administrative Unit: Virar Municipal Council  

Access 1.2 

Main Access: Naringi Gaothan Road Subsidiary Access: --- 
Ownership Pattern 1.3 

Present: Virar Municipal Council Past: Grampanchayat 
Use 1.4 

Past: Domestic Water Source 
Present: Passive Recreation; Religious Gatherings 

Usage: Regular 

 

2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  
Built-in / Date: 16

th
 Century Transformations (if any): Pavement and Compound 

Wall 
2.1 

Patron: Not Available Architect: Not Available 
2.2 Social – Economic – Political Context and Significance: In the grampanchayats, the natural / 

artificially engineered talavs formed the chief source of water for drinking, washing, cleaning etc. With the 
establishment of the Municipal Council this talav remains sparingly used for these activities.   

 

ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 
Site Context / Planning: It is larger of the two water bodies in the Gaothan which are located on the 
edges of the Naringi Gaothan and connected by the main spine. The location at the entry / exit to the 
village lends it value as a local landmark. 
Activity Patterns: The talav was earlier used as a chief source of water for drinking, washing and 
cleaning purposes. Due to recent urbanization of the area, the Municipal Council has made a pavement 
jogging track along the edges. The talav is used for passive recreation and for immersion of idols during 
the Ganpati Festival which lends it value as a cultural resource. Due to these transformations, the water 
of the talav is only used sparingly for washing and cleaning purposes.  
Architectural Characteristics: A paved walking and jogging track around the edge of the talav and and 
a ramp that leads to the water form the chief architectural characteristics. 

3 

Public Space & Environmental Influence: The location of the talav at the entry / exit of the village led it 
to become an important public space. In the recent transformations, the talav has been imagined as a 
public space for passive recreation and social gatherings. The talav, like other talavs, has a value as an 
ecological resource as it helps in recharging the ground water table in the region. 

 

4 VALUE CLASSIFICATION   GRADE 

 

E(seh) E(lm) E(grp) E(cul) E(ev) E(arch) E(eco) III E 
 

5 CONDITION ASSESMENT 

Structural System and Materials  Assessment 

Tiling/ Pavement/ Finishes: The tiling around the talav is made of paver 
blocks.  

Good 

5.1 

Compound / Fence / Gate: Metal fencing around the talav. The retaining 
wall is built of concrete with cement plaster. 

Good 

Physical Infrastructure Assessment 

Lighting: Street lights have been provided around the talav. Good 

Sanitation: Garbage disposal or open defecation has not been observed.  Good  

Storm Water Drainage: The storm water from the surroundings flows into 
the talav. 

Good 

5.2 

Public Facilities: Adequate public gathering space with seating areas, Fair 



MMR - HCS                                                                                                               www.crit.org.in   CRIT                                                   

 5 

public toilets and soft landscape.  

Maintainence and Repairs Assessment 

Measures: No monthly maintenance measures undertaken. Annual 
maintenance measures are based on requirement. The existing retaining 
wall along with ramps on the sides was built by the Virar Municipal Council 
in 2003-2004. The jogging track and garden around the talav was built in 
2005-06 on the basis of the beauification plan submitted by the Virar 
Municipal Council.  

Good 

5.3 

Agency and Capacity: Virar Municipal Council.  
The urban local body has tapped into the funds available from 
organizations like MMRDA to carry out large repairs and maintainence 
works. 

Good 

GOODOverall Condition Assessment (based on 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3):   
The talav is in a structurally good condition. Physical infrastructure, 
although in a fair condition is badly designed. The capacity of the urban 
local body to maintain and carry out repairs to the talav is good.  
 
 
 

 

5.4  

0: RUIN / NON EXISTENT  1: POOR 2: FAIR 3: GOOD  
  

6 FUTURE RELEVANCE 

DP Remarks: Reserved as a Water Body. 6.1 

Perceived Threats: There are cases of talavs in the VVSR being either filled up inspite being reserved 
as water bodies or cases of buildings encroaching / built right on the edges of talavs. These need to be 
safeguarded against.  

6.2 Owners / Tenants / Occupants / Community / Organizational Aspirations: The Virar Municipal 
Council, which is the guardian of the talav, has recently implemented its beautification plans. It 
imagines the talav as a space for passive recreation and social gatherings for the urban citizens in the 
Virar area. The citizens from the Naringi Gaothan, however, use the talav for washing and cleaning 
purposes.  

  

7 MISCELLANEOUS 

 Additional Notes / References and Documents Available: Information gathered from the Virar 
Municipal Council. Area details verified from the Land Records and Revenue Department (Vasai 
Taluka). 

  

8 RECOMMENDATIONS & SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

 Any repairs, modifications, changes, extensions made to the talav should be sensitive to the physical 
character of the talav and should be based on a carefully formulated urban design strategy. Facilties 
should be created for diverse types of users. Presently, the beautification plans for the talav cater only 
to the urban citizens for recreation but do not address the Naringi Gaothan that is in the immediate 
vicinity. 

 



NARINGI TALAV

NARINGI TALAV

Beautification project of the talav - in which the pavement, street furniture, lighting, planting of shrubs and fencing have been undertaken

Entrance to the talav with the Naringi gaothan in the background



Detail of the platform from which the idols are immersed in the water during the Ganesha festival
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Plot Area: 900 sq. mts. SR. NO 
 

02 

NAME 
 

NARINGI ZP SCHOOL 

SURVEY NO.  
 

163 Built-up Area: 280 sq. mts. 

Recorded By: Vinesh Iyer Reviewed By: Rohit Mujumdar                               Date: July 2007 
 

1 IDENTIFICATION & LOCATION 

1.1 Administrative Unit: Virar Municipal Council 

Access 1.2 

Main Access: Naringi Gaothan Road Subsidiary Access: --- 
Ownership Pattern 1.3 

Present: Zilla Parishad Past: Zilla Parishad 
Use 1.4 

Past/ Present: Institution (Educational) Usage: Daily 
 

2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  
Built-in / Date: 1900 Transformations (if any): Not Available 2.1 

Patron: Zilla Parishad Architect: Not Available 
2.2 Social – Economic – Political Context and Significance: These schools, historically, have emerged 

out of the efforts of the State to impart education in rural areas. They form the chief source of education -
particularly to the adivasi children and children from weak economic backgrounds in rural areas - even up 
to the present day. In our present contexts where educational initiatives are becoming more and more 
privatized, the initiatves of the government in the form of Zilla Parishad Schools providing subsidized 
education, books, uniforms and daily meals - assume a socio-political significance. 

 

ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 
Site Context / Planning: The school is situated along the main spine of the Naringi Gaothan. It consists 
a L-shaped building situated in the corner of the plot. The corner siting creates an open space in the 
center, which acts like a multi-purpose space for the school. The nature of the programme has lend the 
building value as a local landmark 
Internal Planning: The ground storey, load bearing, masonary structure has a verandah that runs along 
the entire length behind which are strung class rooms and offices. The Zilla Parishad Schools in this 
region exhibit a similar building typology. 

3 

Architectural Characteristics: The verandah that runs along the entire length of the structure and the 
central open space form the chief architectural characteristic of the building. 

 

4 VALUE CLASSIFICATION   GRADE 

 

B(his) B(cul) B(seh) B(arch) B(tech) B(lm) B(ev) B(bio) B(reus) III 
 

5 CONDITION ASSESMENT 

Structural System and Materials  Assessment 

Foundation: Stone Foundation. Cannot be assessed 

Plinth: The plinth is made of stone height and is 1 ft in height. Fair 

Walls: The load bearing stone masonary walls are approximately one 
meter thick. Minor cracks on the walls are seen at several places. 

Poor 
 

Roofing: King-post truss supporting pitched Mangalore tiled roof. Fair 

Fenestration / Openings: Segmental arched openings with wood-paneled 
doors and windows.  

Fair 

Finishes: The walls are painted with distemper and the doors and windows 
are oil painted.   

Fair 

Compound / Fence / Gate: One metre high compound wall made in stone. Fair 

5.1 

Curtilege / Unbuilt Space/ Out buildings / Landscape: The central open 
space is leveled with mud and has trees in the corner that provide shade 

Good 

Physical Infrastructure Assessment 5.2 

Lighting (Natural / Artificial): Ample natural lighting. Inadequate provision Poor  
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of artifical lighting, which is regularly out of service. 

Ventilation (Natural / Artificial): Adequate natural ventilation. Inadequate 
provision of ceiling fans which are regularly out of service 

Poor  

Electricity: Adequate provision by MSEB. Weekly power cuts. Fair 

Water Supply: Inadequate supply of water through Municipal Council and 
a boring well. 

Poor 

Sanitation: Inadequate sanitation facilities. Poor 

Drainage: Adequate. Fair 

Fire Precaution: Not required. Not Applicable 

Other (HVAC / BMC / Security) Systems: Not required. Not Applicable 

Maintenance and Repairs Assessment 

Measures: No monthly maintenance measures undertaken. The Zilla 
Parishad has annual fund allocated for the school for its functioning, a part 
of the fund is kept for maintenance and repairs. It was reported that this 
fund is inadequate vis-à-vis the growing necessities of the school. 

Poor 

5.3 

Agency and Capacity: Zilla Parishad.  
Through the Grampanchayat, the Zilla Parishad looks after the 
maintenance and repairs of the school. However, it has a weak financial 
capacity for maintenance and repairs of the building.   

Poor 

POOROverall Condition Assessment (based on 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3):   
Apart from the minor cracks in the walls, the building is in a structurally fair 
condition. The infrastructure necessary for the school is inadequate and in 
a poor condition. The Zilla Parishad does not have the financial capacity to 
for maintenance, repairs and extensions that are required. 
 

 

5.4  

0: RUIN / NON EXISTENT  1: POOR 2: FAIR 3: GOOD  
 

6 FUTURE RELEVANCE 

DP Remarks: Reserved as Public / Semi Public Usage (School). 6.1 

Perceived Threats: Weathering and negligence of the structure would lead to its deterioration.   

6.2 Owners / Tenants / Occupants / Community / Organizational Aspirations: The government has 
plans for computer education and has started providing 1-2 computer in each school for which an 
additional room is required .The school is planning to extend and built toilets. The school wants to 
expand and create more facilities for the students but the Government grant is inadequate to support 
such activity. 

 

7 MISCELLANEOUS 

 Additional Notes / References and Documents Available: Records and information gathered from 
the School Authorities. The  area details verified from the Land Records and Revenue departments 
(Vasai) 

 

8 RECOMMENDATIONS & SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

 An extension plan needs to be made that could integrate the heritage aspects of the building into the 
new deisgn. External donations – from other government organizations, private organizations, 
individual or non-governmental organizations should be sought to safeguard the building and provide 
newer infrastructural facilities.  

 



NARINGI ZILLA PARISHAD SCHOOL

NARINGI ZILLA PARISHAD SCHOOL

NARINGI ZILLA PARISHAD SCHOOL

Mangalore tile roof and the verandah with a wooden post form distinct architectural features

Buildings organised around an open court which acts as a multifunctional space



Classrooms strung behind a verandah with wooden columns
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Plot Area: 1350 sq. mts. SR. NO 
 

03 

NAME 
 

DONGARPADA GAV TALAV 

SURVEY NO.  
 
 

--- Built-up Area: 00 sq. mts. 

Recorded By: Vinesh Iyer Reviewed By: Rohit Mujumdar                               Date: July 2007 
 

1 IDENTIFICATION & LOCATION 

1.1 Administrative Unit: Virar Municipal Council  

Access 1.2 

Main Access: Dongarpada Gaothan Road Subsidiary Access: --- 
Ownership Pattern 1.3 

Present: Virar Municipal Council Past: Grampanchayat 
Use 1.4 

Past: Domestic Water Source 
Present: None 

Usage: Unused 

 

2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  
Built-in / Date: 16

th
 Century Transformations (if any): Parapet Wall 2.1 

Patron: Not Available Architect: Not Available 
2.2 Social – Economic – Political Context and Significance: In the erstwhile grampanchayats, the natural 

/ artificially engineered talavs have historically formed the chief source of water for domestic purposes - 
drinking, washing, cleaning etc. With the establishment of the Municipal Council this talav has become 
devoid of these activities.   

 

ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 
Site Context / Planning: It is located at the end of Dongarpada Gaothan. The location at the entry / exit 
to the village lends it value as a local landmark. 
Activity Patterns: The talav was earlier used as a chief source of water for drinking, washing and 
cleaning purposes. The recent urbanization of the area has led to the mixing of sewer water with that of 
the talav due to which the talav presently lies unused. 
Architectural Characteristics: It is bounded by a low level compound wall and has a temple on one of 
the edges.  

3 

Public Space & Environmental Influence: The talav, like other talavs, has a value as an ecological 
resource as it helps in recharging the ground water table in the region.  

 

4 VALUE CLASSIFICATION   GRADE 

 

E(seh) E(lm) E(grp) E(cul) E(ev) E(arch) E(eco) III E 
 

5 CONDITION ASSESMENT 

Structural System and Materials  Assessment 

Tiling/ Pavement/ Finishes: The public edges of the talav have loose 
mud. 

Poor 

5.1 

Compound / Fence / Gate: A stone masonary retaining wall around its 
edges. 

Fair 

Physical Infrastructure Assessment 

Lighting: No street lights have been provided around the talav. Non existent 

Sanitation: Presently garbage is thrown into the Talav. One of the sides is 
used for open defecation. Urbanization of the area has led to the mixing of 
sewer water with that of the talav leading to its degradation.  

Poor 

Storm Water Drainage: The storm water from the surroundings flows into 
the talav. 

Fair 

5.2 

Public Facilities: Inadequate public gathering space, no seating areas. 
Public toilets that exist on one end remain unused.  

Poor 

5.3 Maintainence and Repairs Assessment 
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Measures: No maintenance measures undertaken due to which the talav is 
in a very poor condition. 

Non existent 

Agency and Capacity: Virar Municipal Council.  
The urban local body has not made any plan to carry out repairs and 
maintainence works for it has not focused its attention on maintenance and 
repairs of the talav. 

Non existent 

POOROverall Condition Assessment (based on 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3):   
The structure of the talav and the infrastructure around it are in a poor 
condition. Efforts towards maintaining the talav remain non-existent.  
 

 

5.4  

0: RUIN / NON EXISTENT  1: POOR 2: FAIR 3: GOOD  
 

6 FUTURE RELEVANCE 

DP Remarks: Reserved as a Water Body 6.1 

Perceived Threats: There are cases of talavs in the VVSR being either filled up inspite being reserved 
as water bodies or cases of buildings encroaching / built right on the edges of talavs. These need to be 
safeguarded against. The mixing of the sewer water with that of the talav would lead to a further 
deterioration of the talav.  

6.2 Owners / Tenants / Occupants / Community / Organizational Aspirations: None identified.   
 

7 MISCELLANEOUS 

 Additional Notes / References and Documents Available: Information gathered from the 
Grampanchayat and Devsthan Mandal Trust. Area details verified from the Land Records and Revenue 
Department (Vasai Taluka). 

 

8 RECOMMENDATIONS & SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

 Diversion of sewer water so that it does niot mix up with the talav should be undertaken on a priority 
basis along with the problems of garbage dumping and open defecation. Any repairs, modifications, 
changes, extensions made to the talav should be sensitive to the physical character of the talav and 
should be based on a carefully formulated urban design strategy. Facilties should be created for 
diverse types of users and care should be particularly taken to integrate the needs of the community 
from Dongarpada Gaothan into the new proposals.   

 



DONGARPADA TALAV

DONGARAPADA GAV TALAV

Temple on the left edge and a low level parapet wall on all the other edges

Mixing of sewer water from the new developments in the surroundings with that of the talav leading to its degradation



Edge of the talav is used as a public space

Edge of the talav littered with garbage and has a public toilet whose waste adds to the degradation of the talav
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SR. NO 
 

04 

NAME 
 

VARTAKWADA TALAV 

SURVEY NO.  
 
 

--- 

Plot Area: 3920 sq. mts. 

Built-up Area: 00 sq. mts. 

Recorded By: Vinesh Iyer Reviewed By: Rohit Mujumdar                               Date: July 2007 
 

1 IDENTIFICATION & LOCATION 

1.1 Administrative Unit: Virar Municipal Council  

1.2 Access 

Main Access: Vartakwada Gaothan Road Subsidiary Access: --- 
1.3 Ownership Pattern 

Present: Virar Municipal Council Past: Grampanchayat 
1.4 Use 

Past: Domestic Water Source 
Present: Passive Recreation; Religious Gatherings 

Usage: Regular 

 

2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  
2.1 Built-in / Date: 16

th
 Century Transformations (if any): Pavement and Compound 

Wall 
Patron: Grampanchayat Architect: Not Available 

2.2 Social – Economic – Political Context and Significance: In the grampanchayats, the natural / 
artificially engineered talavs formed the chief source of water for drinking, washing, cleaning etc.  

 

3 ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 
Site Context / Planning: The location at the entry / exit of Vartakwada Goathan lends it value as a local 
landmark. 
Activity Patterns: The talav was earlier used as a chief source of water for drinking, washing and 
cleaning purposes. Due to recent urbanization of the area, the Municipal Council has made a pavement 
jogging track along the edges and the talav is used for passive recreation and for immersion of idols 
during the Ganpati Festival, lending the talav value as a cultural resource. Due to these transformations, 
the water of the talav is only used sparingly for washing and cleaning purposes. These lend the talav 
value as a cultural resource. 
Architectural Characteristics: Passive recreation areas with street furniture and gardens with a soft 
landscape form the chief architectural characteristics. 
Public Space & Environmental Influence: The location of the talav at the entrance of Vartakwada and 
amdist new housing has led it to become an important public space for the neighbourhood. In the recent 
transformations, the talav has been imagined as a public space for passive recreation and social 
gatherings. Like other talavs, it has a value as an ecological resource as it helps in recharging the ground 
water table in the region. 

 

4 VALUE CLASSIFICATION   GRADE 

 

E(seh) E(lm) E(grp) E(cul) E(ev) E(arch) E(eco) III E 
 

5 CONDITION ASSESMENT 

5.1 Structural System and Materials  Assessment 

Tiling/ Pavement/ Finishes: The tiling around the talav is done in stone.  Good 

Compound / Fence / Gate: Metal fencing around the talav and pavement 
has been recently constructed. While the fencing assists in safeguarding 
the talav from stray dogs, animals and other miscreants, it has 
simultaneously lessened the accessibility of the public space  

Good 

5.2 Physical Infrastructure Assessment 

Lighting: Street lights have been provided around the talav. Good 

Sanitation: Garbage disposa or open defecation has not been observed.  Good  

Storm Water Drainage: The storm water from the surroundings flows into 
the talav. 

Good 
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Public Facilities: Adequate public gathering space with seating areas, 
public toilets and soft landscape.  

Fair 

5.3 Maintainence and Repairs Assessment 

Measures: No monthly maintenance measures undertaken. Annual 
maintenance measures are based on requirement. The existing retaining 
wall along with ramps on the sides was built by the Virar Municipal Council 
in 2003-2004. The jogging track and garden around the talav was built in 
2005-06 on the basis of the beauification plan submitted by the Virar 
Municipal Council.  

Good 

Agency and Capacity: Virar Municipal Council.  
The urban local body has the capacity to carry out large repairs and 
maintainence works for the Talav. 

Good 

5.4  Overall Condition Assessment (based on 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3):   
The talav is in a structurally good condition. Physical infrastructure, 
although in a fair condition is badly designed. While the capacity of the 
urban local body to maintain and carry out repairs to the talav is good, the 
design and the use of materials should not be adhoc but to responsive to 
the talav.  
 
 
 

 

GOOD

 0: RUIN / NON EXISTENT  1: POOR 2: FAIR 3: GOOD 

 

6 FUTURE RELEVANCE 

6.1 DP Remarks: Reserved as a Water Body 

Perceived Threats: There are cases of talavs in the VVSR being either filled up inspite being reserved 
as water bodies or cases of buildings encroaching / built right on the edges of talavs. These need to be 
safeguarded against.  

6.2 Owners / Tenants / Occupants / Community / Organizational Aspirations: The Virar Municipal 
Council, which is the guardian of the talav, has recently implemented its beautification plans. It 
imagines the talav as a space for passive recreation and social gatherings for the urban citizens in the 
Virar area.  

 

7 MISCELLANEOUS 

 Additional Notes / References and Documents Available: Information gathered from the Municipal 
Council. Area details verified from the Land Records and Revenue Department (Vasai Taluka). 

 

8 RECOMMENDATIONS & SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

 Any repairs, modifications, changes, extensions made to the talav should be sensitive to the physical 
character of the talav and should be based on a carefully formulated urban design strategy. Facilties 
should be created for diverse types of users.  

 



VARTAKWADA TALAV VARTAKWADA TALAV

Beautification project of the talav - in which the pavement, street furniture, lighting, planting of shrubs and fencing have been undertaken

Public space along the edge of the talav



Temple along one of the edges of the talav

Ramp from which the idols are immersed in the water during the Ganesha festival
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 SR. NO 
 

05 

NAME 
 

TOTALE TALAV 

SURVEY NO.  
 

--- 

Plot Area: 15850 sq. mts. 

Built-up Area: 00 sq. mts. 

Recorded By: Vinesh Iyer Reviewed By: Rohit Mujumdar                               Date: July 2007 
 

1 IDENTIFICATION & LOCATION 

1.1 Administr+ative Unit: Virar Municipal Council  

1.2 Access 

Main Access: Virar Bazaar Road, Virar (E) Subsidiary Access: Pandhrinath Chowdhary Marg 
1.3 Ownership Pattern 

Present: Virar Municipal Council Past: Grampanchayat 
1.4 Use 

Past: Domestic Water Source 
Present: Passive Recreation; Religious Gatherings 

Usage: Regular 

 

2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  
2.1 Built-in / Date: 16

th
 Century Transformations (if any): Pavement and Compound 

Wall 
Patron: Grampanchayat Architect: Not Available 

2.2 Social – Economic – Political Context and Significance: In the erstwhile grampanchayats, the natural 
/ artificially engineered talavs have historically formed the chief source of water for domestic purposes - 
drinking, washing, cleaning etc. With the establishment of the Municipal Council this talav has become 
devoid of these activities.   

 

3 ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 
Site Context / Planning: The talav is located opposite the railway station on the eastern side and flanked 
by the vegetable and fish market on one side. On the other side it is flanked by the Municipal Council 
Office and residential developments. The location at such an important junction lends it value as a 
landmark.  
Activity Patterns: The talav was earlier used as a chief source of water for drinking, washing and 
cleaning purposes. Due to recent urbanization of the area, the Municipal Council has made a pavement 
jogging track along the edges. The talav is used for passive recreation like boating and bird watching and 
for immersion of idols during the Ganpati Festival. These lend the talav value as a cultural resource. 
Architectural Characteristics: A paved walking and jogging track around the edge of the talav and and 
a ramp that leads to the water form the chief architectural characteristics. 
Public Space & Environmental Influence: The talav functions as a very important space for passive 
recreation for the entire VVSR. It is an important public space due to the temple, the market and the 
institutional buildings that surround it. Like other talavs, it has a value as an ecological resource as it 
helps in recharging the ground water table in the region. 

 

4 VALUE CLASSIFICATION   GRADE 

 

E(seh) E(lm) E(grp) E(cul) E(ev) E(arch) E(eco) I E 
 

5 CONDITION ASSESMENT 

5.1 Structural System and Materials  Assessment 

Tiling/ Pavement/ Finishes: The tiling around the talav is made of paver 
blocks.  

Good 

Compound / Fence / Gate: Metal fencing around the talav. The retaining 
wall is built of concrete with cement plaster. 

Good 

5.2 Physical Infrastructure Assessment 

Lighting: Street lights have been provided around the talav. Good 

Sanitation: Garbage disposal or open defeacation has not been observed.  Good  

Storm Water Drainage: The storm water from the surroundings flows into 
the talav. 

Good 
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Public Facilities: Adequate public gathering space with seating areas, 
public toilets and soft landscape.  

Fair 

5.3 Maintainence and Repairs Assessment 

Measures: No monthly maintenance measures undertaken. Annual 
maintenance measures are based on requirement. The existing retaining 
wall along with ramps on the sides and the jogging track was built by the 
Virar Municipal Council in 2000-2002 with funds from the MMRDA.  

Good 

Agency and Capacity: Virar Municipal Council.  
The urban local body has tapped into the funds available from 
organizations like MMRDA to carry out large repairs and maintainence 
works. 

Good 

5.4  Overall Condition Assessment (based on 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3):   
The talav is in a structurally good condition. Physical infrastructure, 
although in a fair condition is badly designed. The capacity of the urban 
local body to maintain and carry out repairs to the talav is good.  
 
 
 

 

GOOD

 0: RUIN / NON EXISTENT  1: POOR 2: FAIR 3: GOOD 

 

6 FUTURE RELEVANCE 

6.1 DP Remarks: Reserved as a Water Body. 

Perceived Threats: There are cases of talavs in the VVSR being either filled up inspite being reserved 
as water bodies or cases of buildings encroaching / built right on the edges of talavs. These need to be 
safeguarded against.  

6.2 Owners / Tenants / Occupants / Community / Organizational Aspirations: Beautification plans 
have already been implemented. No new plans have been identified.  

 

7 MISCELLANEOUS 

 Additional Notes / References and Documents Available: Information gathered from the Virar 
Municipal Council. Area details verified from the Land Records and Revenue Department (Vasai 
Taluka). 

 

8 RECOMMENDATIONS & SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

 The Talav presents a big opportunity for developing a regional level public space. Any repairs, 
modifications, changes, extensions made to the talav should be sensitive to the physical character of 
the talav and should be based on a carefully formulated urban design strategy. Facilties should be 
created for diverse types of users.  

 



TOTALE TALAV

TOTALE TALAV

Talav with new developments in the background 



Market along one of the edges of the edges of the talav

Recently built park along one of the edges of the talav
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SR. NO 
 

06 

NAME 
 

MANVELPADA TALAV 

SURVEY NO.  
 

--- 

Plot Area: 9850 sq. mts. 

Built-up Area: 00 sq. mts. 

Recorded By: Vinesh Iyer Reviewed By: Rohit Mujumdar                               Date: July 2007 
 

1 IDENTIFICATION & LOCATION 

1.1 Administr+ative Unit: Virar Municipal Council  

1.2 Access 

Main Access: Manvelpada Road, Virar (E) Subsidiary Access: --- 
1.3 Ownership Pattern 

Present: Virar Municipal Council Past: Grampanchayat 
1.4 Use 

Past: Domestic Water Source 
Present: Passive Recreation; Religious Gatherings 

Usage: Regular 

 

2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  
2.1 Built-in / Date: 16

th
 Century Transformations (if any): Pavement and Compound 

Wall 
Patron: Not Available Architect: Not Available 

2.2 Social – Economic – Political Context and Significance: In the erstwhile grampanchayats, the natural 
/ artificially engineered talavs have historically formed the chief source of water for domestic purposes - 
drinking, washing, cleaning etc. With the establishment of the Municipal Council this talav has become 
devoid of these activities.   

 

3 ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 
Site Context / Planning: The talav is at the junction of Manvelpada, which was formerly an adivasi 
settlement. However, new residential developments have emerged in this area during the last few years.   
Activity Patterns: The talav was earlier used as a chief source of water for drinking, washing and 
cleaning purposes. Due to recent urbanization of the area, the Municipal Council has made a pavement 
jogging track along the edges. The talav is used for passive recreation like boating and bird watching and 
for immersion of idols during the Ganpati Festival. These lend the talav value as a cultural resource. 
Architectural Characteristics: A paved walking and jogging track around the edge of the talav and 
structures that house a bird aviary form the chief architectural characteristics. 
Public Space & Environmental Influence: The location of the talav amdist new housing has led it to 
become an important public space for the neighbourhood. Like other talavs, it has a value as an 
ecological resource as it helps in recharging the ground water table in the region. 

 

4 VALUE CLASSIFICATION   GRADE 

 

E(seh) E(lm) E(grp) E(cul) E(ev) E(arch) E(eco) II E 
 

5 CONDITION ASSESMENT 

5.1 Structural System and Materials  Assessment 

Tiling/ Pavement/ Finishes: The tiling around the talav is made of paver 
blocks.  

Good 

Compound / Fence / Gate: Metal fencing around the talav. The retaining 
wall is built of concrete with cement plaster. 

Good 

5.2 Physical Infrastructure Assessment 

 Lighting: Street lights have been provided around the talav. Good 

Sanitation: Garbage disposal or open defecation has not been observed.  Good  

Storm Water Drainage: The storm water from the surroundings flows into 
the talav. 

Good 

Public Facilities: Adequate public gathering space with seating areas, 
public toilets and soft landscape.  

Fair 

5.3 Maintainence and Repairs Assessment 
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Measures: No monthly maintenance measures undertaken. Annual 
maintenance measures are based on requirement. The beautification plan 
was implemented by the Virar Municipal Council in 2005-2006 with funds 
from the MMRDA.  

Good 

Agency and Capacity: Virar Municipal Council.  
The urban local body has tapped into the funds available from 
organizations like MMRDA to carry out large repairs and maintainence 
works. 

Good 

5.4  Overall Condition Assessment (based on 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3):   
The talav is in a structurally good condition. Physical infrastructure, 
although in a fair condition is badly designed. The capacity of the urban 
local body to maintain and carry out repairs to the talav is good.  
 
 
 

 

GOOD

 0: RUIN / NON EXISTENT  1: POOR 2: FAIR 3: GOOD 

 

6 FUTURE RELEVANCE 

6.1 DP Remarks: Reserved as a Water Body. 

 Perceived Threats: There are cases of talavs in the VVSR being either filled up inspite being reserved 
as water bodies or cases of buildings encroaching / built right on the edges of talavs. These need to be 
safeguarded against.  

6.2 Owners / Tenants / Occupants / Community / Organizational Aspirations: Beautification plans 
have already been implemented. No new plans have been identified.  

 

7 MISCELLANEOUS 

 Additional Notes / References and Documents Available: Information gathered from the Virar 
Municipal Council. Area details verified from the Land Records and Revenue Department (Vasai 
Taluka). 

 

8 RECOMMENDATIONS & SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

 Any repairs, modifications, changes, extensions made to the talav should be sensitive to the physical 
character of the talav and should be based on a carefully formulated urban design strategy. Facilties 
should be created for diverse types of users.  

 



MANVELPADA TALAV

MANVELPADA TALAV

New housing schemes in the vicinity of the talav



Beautification project of the talav - in which the pavement, street furniture, lighting, planting of shrubs and fencing have been undertaken
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SR. NO 
 

07 

NAME 
 

RANELE TALAV 

SURVEY NO.  
 

--- 

Plot Area: 6470 sq. mts. 

Built-up Area: 00 sq. mts. 

Recorded By: Vinesh Iyer Reviewed By: Rohit Mujumdar                               Date: July 2007 
 

1 IDENTIFICATION & LOCATION 

1.1 Administr+ative Unit: Virar Municipal Council  

1.2 Access 

Main Access: Ranele Talav Road, Virar (E) Subsidiary Access: --- 
1.3 Ownership Pattern 

Present: Virar Municipal Council Past: Grampanchayat 
1.4 Use 

Past/Present: Domestic Water Source Usage: Regular 
 

2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  
2.1 Built-in / Date: 16

th
 Century Transformations (if any): Not Available 

Patron: Grampanchayat Architect: Not Available 
2.2 Social – Economic – Political Context and Significance: In the erstwhile grampanchayats, the natural 

/ artificially engineered talavs have historically formed the chief source of water for domestic purposes - 
drinking, washing, cleaning etc. With the establishment of the Municipal Council this talav remains 
sparingly used for these activities.   

 

3 ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 
Site Context / Planning: The talav is flanked by a gaothan.  

Activity Patterns: The Talav is used by the surrounding adivasi settlements for cleaning and washing 
purposes.  
Architectural Characteristics: It has a low parapet wall which is punctuated at several points to 
provided access to the talav.  
Public Space & Environmental Influence: Like other talavs, it has a value as an ecological resource as 
it helps in recharging the ground water table in the region. 

 

4 VALUE CLASSIFICATION   GRADE 

 

E(seh) E(lm) E(grp) E(cul) E(ev) E(arch) E(eco) II E 
 

5 CONDITION ASSESMENT 

5.1 Structural System and Materials  Assessment 

Tiling/ Pavement/ Finishes: It has a tar road on one edge and loose mud 
on the other edges.   

Fair 

Compound / Fence / Gate: The talav has a stone retaining wal which 
forms a low level parapet wall. 

Fair 

5.2 Physical Infrastructure Assessment 

Lighting: Street lights have not been provided around the talav.   Non Existent 

Sanitation: Garbage disposal or open defeacation has been observed on 
the edges of the talav. The growth of water hyacinth has futher led to the 
deterioration of the talav. 

Poor  

Storm Water Drainage: The surface run off goes into the talav. Poor 

Public Facilities: No provision of gathering spaces, washing areas, seating 
areas, public toilets or garbage bins. 

Poor 

5.3 Maintainence and Repairs Assessment 

Measures: The existing retaining wall was built in 2000-01. No other 
measures have been undertaken for maintenance of the talav.  

Non Existent 

Agency and Capacity: Virar Municipal Council.  
Although plans have been made for reapirs and maintenance they have not 

Non Existent 
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been implemented due to the lack of funds. 

5.4  Overall Condition Assessment (based on 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3):   
The talav is in a structurally fair condition. Physical infrastructureis poor 
while the maintenance and repairs have been non-existent.  
 
 
 

 

POOR

 0: RUIN / NON EXISTENT  1: POOR 2: FAIR 3: GOOD 

 

6 FUTURE RELEVANCE 

6.1 DP Remarks: Reserved as a Water Body. 

Perceived Threats: There are cases of talavs in the VVSR being either filled up inspite being reserved 
as water bodies or cases of buildings encroaching / built right on the edges of talavs. These need to be 
safeguarded against.  

6.2 Owners / Tenants / Occupants / Community / Organizational Aspirations: The Grampanchayat 
proposes to beautify the Talav and build a fence along the periphery of the talav to prevent littering. 
They would like to incorporate new programmes like a jogging track to develop the talav as a public 
space for the neighbourhood. 

 

7 MISCELLANEOUS 

 Additional Notes / References and Documents Available: Information gathered from the Virar 
Municipal Council. Area details verified from the Land Records and Revenue Department (Vasai 
Taluka). 

 

8 RECOMMENDATIONS & SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

 Solid waste dumping, open defecation and the growth of water hyacintch should be adessed on a 
priority basis. Any repairs, modifications, changes, extensions made to the talav should be sensitive to 
the physical character of the talav and should be based on a carefully formulated urban design 
strategy.  

 



2
4

RANELE  TALAV

2
4

RANELE TALAV

Growth of water hyacinth in the talav

Adivasi settlements around the edge of the talav
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SR. NO 
 

08 

NAME 
 

CHAKRESHWAR TALAV 

SURVEY NO.  
 
 

--- 

Plot Area: 24885 sq. mts. 

Built-up Area: 00 sq. mts. 

Recorded By: Tapan Mittal  Reviewed By: Benita Menezes Date: March 2008 
 

1 IDENTIFICATION & LOCATION 

1.1 Administrative Unit: Nala Sopara Municipal Council 

1.2 Access 

Main Access: Sopare-Gas Road Subsidiary Access: --- 

1.3 Ownership Pattern 

Present: Government (Nala Sopara Municipal 
Council) 

Present: Trust (Chakreshwar Devasthan Trust) 

1.4 Use 

Past: Domestic Water Source and Religious 
Gatherings  

Usage: Daily 
 

 

2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  

2.1 Built-in / Date: Not Available Transformations (if any): Not Available 
Patron: Not Available Architect: Not Available 

2.2 Social – Economic – Political Context and Significance: This talav is locally associated with the 
Rani of Virat Raja of the Ashokan Empire and over the years had developed as the chief public space 
of the Sopare. In the erstwhile grampanchayats, the natural / artificially engineered talavs formed the 
chief source of water for drinking, washing, cleaning etc. With the establishment of the Municipal 
Council this talav remains sparingly used for these activities.   

 

3 ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 

Site Context / Planning: The talav is located on one of the edges of the Burhanpur Market Chowk 
Precinct and has a temple attached to it. 
Activity Patterns: One of the edges is used for cleaning and washing activities. The talav is 
auctioned for fish breeding for a period of two years. The talav is also used for immersion of idols 
during Ganpati festival. 
Architectural Characteristics: The temple edge has a deepa stambh along with long steps that lead 
to the water. These steps form washing platforms. A low level parapet wall runs along the edge of the 
talav. The edge opposite the temple has apartment buildings which very close to the edge cordoning 
it from being used as a public space.  
Public Space & Environmental Influence: The location of the temple besides the talav makes it an 
important public space. Like other talavs, it has a value as an ecological resource as it helps in 
recharging the ground water table in the region. 

 

4 VALUE CLASSIFICATION   GRADE 

E(seh) E(lm) E(grp) E(cul) E(ev) E(arch) E(eco) I E 
 

5 CONDITION ASSESMENT 

5.1 Structural System & Materials Assessment 

Tiling/ Pavement/ Finishes: Tar road along the edges of the talav. 
Wherever tiling is provided is in a broken condition.  

Poor 
 

Compound / Fence / Gate: A low level parapet wall runs along the edges 
of the talav. It is broken in parts.  

Poor 
 

5.2 Physical Infrastructure Assessment 

Lighting: Street lights have been provided around the talav. Good 

Sanitation: Garbage disposal is observed along the edges. Poor  

Storm Water Drainage: The storm water from the surroundings flows into 
the talav. 

Good 
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Public Facilities: Apart from provision of steps leading to the water on 
one edge no other facilities are provided. Facilities like pavements, well 
designed garbage bins, well construced retaining wall are an immediate 
need.  

Poor 

5.3 Maintainence and Repairs Assessment 

Measures: No monthly maintenance and repairs. The maintenance and 
repairs are carried out whenever there is requirement for repairs but does 
not have a fund allocated for maintenance and repairs.  

Poor 

Agency and Capacity: Nala Sopara Municipal Council   
No measures have presently been undertaken. The Municipal Council 
needs external funds for undertaking the large repairs and maintenance 
works.  

Poor  

5.4  Overall Condition Assessment (based on 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3):   
The talav is in a structurally poor condition and the provision of physical 
infrastructure around the talav is poor. The Municipal Council has not 
made any investments in maintaining and carrying repairs of the talav. 
 
 
 

 

POOR 

 0: RUIN / NON EXISTENT  1: POOR 2: FAIR 3: GOOD 

 

6 FUTURE RELEVANCE 

6.1 DP Remarks: Reserved as a Water Body. 

Perceived Threats: There are cases of talavs in the VVSR being either filled up inspite being 
reserved as water bodies or cases of buildings encroaching / built right on the edges of talavs. These 
need to be safeguarded against. 

6.2 Owners / Tenants / Occupants / Community / Organizational Aspirations: The Municipal Council 
has plans for beautification of the talav. The plan includes adding a retaining wall, a jogging track to 
define the edge of the talav; and digging the talav to increase the depth. The estimated project 
expense is Rs 4.5 crores. The Council is currently in the process of sourcing funds.   

 

7 MISCELLANEOUS 

 Additional Notes / References and Documents Available: Information gathered from the Nala 
Sopara Municipal Council. Area details verified from the Land Records and Revenue Department 
(Vasai Taluka). 

 

8 RECOMMENDATIONS & SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

 The Talav presents a big opportunity for developing a regional level public space. Any repairs, 
modifications, changes, extensions made to the talav should be sensitive to the physical character of 
the talav and should be based on a carefully formulated urban design strategy. Facilties should be 
created for diverse types of users.  

  



CHAKRESHWAR TALAV

CHAKRESHWAR TALAV

Deepastambh and washing ghats form the chief architectural characteristics of the talav 

Low level compund wall along the edge of the talav



Edge of the talav with temples on either sides of the road forming a public spaceEdge of the talav with temples on either sides of the road forming a public space
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SR. NO 
 

09 

NAME 
 

ZILLA PARISHAD SCHOOL  

SURVEY NO.  
 

15 

Plot Area: 2500 sq. mts. 

Built-up Area: 600 sq. mts. 

Recorded By: Ninad Kudalkar Reviewed By: Rohit Mujumdar                               Date: April 2008 
 

1 IDENTIFICATION & LOCATION 

1.1 Administrative Unit: Nala Sopara Municipal Council 

1.2 Access 

Main Access: Sopara-Gas Road Subsidiary Access: --- 
1.3 Ownership Pattern 

Present: Government (Zilla Parishad)  Present: Government (Zilla Parishad)  
1.4 Use 

Past/ Present: Institution (Educational) Usage: Daily 
 

2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  
2.1 Built-in / Date: 1894 Transformations (if any): Not Available 

Patron: Zilla Parishad Architect: Not Available 
2.2 Social – Economic – Political Context and Significance: These schools, historically, have emerged 

out of the efforts of the State to impart education in rural areas. They form the chief source of education -
particularly to the adivasi children and children from weak economic backgrounds in rural areas - even up 
to the present day. In our present contexts where educational initiatives are becoming more and more 
privatized, the initiatves of the government in the form of Zilla Parishad Schools providing subsidized 
education, books, uniforms and daily meals - assume a socio-political significance. 

 

3 ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 
Site Context / Planning: The school is situated adjacent to the Chakreshwar talav. It consists a L-
shaped building situated in the corner of the plot. The corner siting creates an open space in the center, 
which acts like a multi-purpose space for the school. The nature of the programme has lent the building 
value as a local landmark.  
Internal Planning: The ground storey, load bearing, masonary structure has a verandah that runs along 
the entire length behind which are strung class rooms and offices. The Zilla Parishad Schools in this 
region exhibit a similar building typology. 
Architectural Characteristics: The school is a ground storey structure having a pitched roof and an
open court which becomes the multipurpose space. Segmental arched openings characterise the façade. 
Internally it is characterized by the large volumes of the classrooms with timber trusses supporting the 
pitched roof structure. 

 

4 VALUE CLASSIFICATION   GRADE 

 

B(his) B(cul) B(seh) B(arch) B(tech) B(lm) B(ev) B(bio) B(reus) III 
 

5 CONDITION ASSESMENT 

5.1 Structural System and Materials  Assessment 

Foundation: Stone Foundation. Cannot be assessed 

Plinth: The height of the  plinth is 0.5 ft and constructed of stone Fair 

Walls: Load bearing stone masonry walls. Cracks on the walls are evident. Poor 

Roofing: King-post truss supporting pitched mangalore tiled roof. Cracks 
on the wooden trusses are evident. 

Poor 
 

Fenestration / Openings: Segmental arched openings with wood-paneled 
double shutters.  

Fair 

Finishes: The walls are painted with distemper and the doors and windows 
are oil painted. The surfaces show a heavy wear and tear.  

Poor 
 

Compound / Fence / Gate: Brick masonry compound wall. Fair 

Curtilege / Unbuilt Space/ Out buildings / Landscape: The school has 
an open space at the back which is used by the students for recreation 

Fair 
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activities. 

5.2 Physical Infrastructure Assessment 

Lighting (Natural / Artificial): Ample natural lighting. Inadequate provision 
of artifical lighting, which is regularly out of service. 

Poor  

Ventilation (Natural / Artificial): Adequate natural ventilation. Inadequate 
provision of ceiling fans which are regularly out of service 

Poor  

Electricity: Adequate provision by MSEB. Weekly power cuts. Fair 

Water Supply: Inadequate supply of water through Municipal Council and 
a boring well. 

Poor 

Sanitation: Inadequate sanitation facilities. Poor 

Drainage: Adequate. Fair 

Fire Precaution: Not required. Not Applicable 

Other (HVAC / BMC / Security) Systems: Not required. Not Applicable 

5.3 Maintenance and Repairs Assessment 

Measures: No monthly maintenance measures undertaken. The Zilla 
Parishad has annual fund allocated for the school for its functioning, a part 
of the fund is kept for maintenance and repairs. However, this fund is 
inadequate vis-à-vis the growing necessities of the school. 

Poor 

Agency and Capacity: Zilla Parishad.  
Through the Grampanchayat, the Zilla Parishad looks after the 
maintenance and repairs of the school. However, it has a weak financial 
capacity for maintenance and repairs of the building.   

Poor 

5.4  Overall Condition Assessment (based on 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3):   
The building is in a structurally poor condition. The infrastructure necessary 
for the school is inadequate and in a poor condition. The Zilla Parishad 
does not have the financial capacity to for maintenance, repairs and 
extensions that are required. 
 

 

POOR

 0: RUIN / NON EXISTENT  1: POOR 2: FAIR 3: GOOD 

 

6 FUTURE RELEVANCE 

6.1 DP Remarks: Reserved as Public / Semi Public Usage (School). 

Perceived Threats: Weathering and negligence of the structure would lead to its deterioration.   

6.2 Owners / Tenants / Occupants / Community / Organizational Aspirations: The school wants to 
expand and create more facilities for the students but the Government grant is inadequate to support 
such activity. 

 

7 MISCELLANEOUS 

 Additional Notes / References and Documents Available: Records and information gathered from 
the Council, School Authorities and local experts. The area details verified from the Land Records 
Department (Vasai). 

 

8 RECOMMENDATIONS & SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

 An extension plan needs to be made that could integrate the heritage aspects of the building into the 
new deisgn. External donations – from other government organizations, private organizations, 
individual or non-governmental organizations should be sought to safeguard the building and provide 
newer infrastructural facilities. 

 



SOPARE ZP SCHOOL
11 SOPARE ZP SCHOOL

Corner walls framing the long mangalore tile roof and verandah with wooden posts form a backdrop to the open space

Buildings organised around a large open space which acts as a multifunctional space



Stage along with the roof in a poor condition
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SR. NO 
 

10 

NAME 
 

BURHANPUR CHOWK 
MARKET PRECINCT 

SURVEY NO.  
 

NA 

Plot Area: 700 sq. mts. 

Built-up Area: 00 sq. mts.  

Recorded By: Anirudh Paul Reviewed By: Rohit Mujumdar Date: March 2008 
 

1 IDENTIFICATION & LOCATION 

1.1 Administrative Unit: Nala Sopara Municipal Council 

1.2 Access 

Main Access: Idgah Road Subsidiary Access: Dr. Sammel Marg 

1.3 Ownership Pattern 

Present: Government (Nala Sopara Municipal 
Council) 

Past: British Government 

1.4 Use 

Past/ Present: Commercial  Use: Daily  
 

2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  

2.1 Built-in / Date: 16
th
 Century Transformations (if any): Not Available 

Patron: Not Available Architect: Not Available 
2.2 Social – Economic – Political Context and Significance: The markets in VVSR have been sites 

where agrarian commodities produced in the VVSR like rice, vegetables, fish etc. are traded. These 
sites have assisted in the development of the local economy lending them value as socio-economic 
resources. The vendors come from the neighbouring villages to sell local produce. These vendors 
pay Rs. 5 / day to enter the market. This market was named after Mr. Burhanpur Harris during the 
nineteenth century.  

 

3 ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 

 Site Context / Planning: The bazaar emantes from the Burhanpur Chowk which is the center of the 
mercantile town of Sopare.  
Activity Patterns: Historically, it traded exotic commodities like betel nuts with Pakistan and the 
Middle East. Presently, the betel nut produce has decreased and it has transformed into a vegetable 
and fish market where vendors squat on the streets or on makeshift platforms. Apart from the 
commercial activity it becomes a vibrant public space during several festivals and political rallies. It is 
also used for flag hoisting on the 26

th
 January and 15

th
 August. 

Characteristic Elements: The informal bazaar takes place with vendors squatting on the street. A 
large part of the built fabric that abuts the street consists of 18

th
 or 19

th
 century structures that are two 

to three storey. These structures have distinctive architectural elements like verandahs, arched 
openings, decorative pilasters cornices and friezes etc lending the fabric value as a group of 
buildings. Markets in the agrarian areas of VVSR exhibit such distinctive physical form. The chowk 
consists of a well which was formerly used for drinking water for horses. Presently it is used for 
washing clothes.   

 

4 VALUE CLASSIFICATION   

 

P(seh) P(cul) P(arch) 
 

5 CONDITION ASSESMENT 

5.1 Structural System & Materials Assessment 

Tiling/ Pavement/ Finishes: The informal market spreads across a street 
with vendors squatting in temporary structures. There exists a pavement in 
parts.  

Fair  

Compound / Fence / Gate: Not required. Not applicable  

5.2 Physical Infrastructure Assessment 

Lighting (Natural / Artificial): Ample natural lighting.  Fair 
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Ventilation (Natural / Artificial): Ample natural ventilation. Fair 

Electricity: None.  Non Existent 

Water Supply: No provision.  Non Existent 

 Sanitation: No provision of public toilets. Garbage disposal also presents 
a problem.  

Poor 

Drainage: Adequate.  Fair 

Fire Precaution: Not required. Not applicable 

Other (HVAC / BMC / Security) Systems: Not required. Not applicable 

5.3 Maintainence and Repairs Assessment 

Measures: The market is rented out to a contractor who takes care of the 
maintenance of the market. It is cleant on a daily basis but the solid waste 
disposal presents a problem.  

Poor 

 Agency and Capacity: Nala Sopara Municipal Council  
The urban local body collects tax from vendors and shop keepers. It 
maintains the bazaar daily by collecting garbage and cleaning the precinct. 
However, these measures prove to be inadequate.  

Poor 

5.4  Overall Condition Assessment (based on 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3):   
The buildings in the market are in a fair condition. The market has a weak 
infrastructure and has been maintained poorly.   
 

POOR 

 0: RUIN / NON EXISTENT  1: POOR 2: FAIR 3: GOOD 

 

6 FUTURE RELEVANCE 

6.1 DP Remarks: No reservation.   

Perceived Threats: None identified.   

6.2 Owners / Tenants / Occupants / Community / Organizational Aspirations: None identified.  

7 MISCELLANEOUS 
 

 Additional Notes / References and Documents Available: Records and information has been 
gathered from the Municipal Council. Areas and details verified from the Land Records and Revenue 
Department (Vasai). 

 

8 RECOMMENDATIONS & SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

 The markets or bazaar precincts in the VVSR need an overall management plan which would include 
aspects like resolving movement systems, developing infrastructure, a landscape plan etc. The 
aspects to be included on the basis of a detailed study of the local conditions.  

 

 



BURHANPUR CHOWK MARKET PRECINCT

BURHANPUR CHOWK MARKET PRECINCT

The informal market takes place along a street



Burhan chowk with the nineteenth century built fabric in the background

Activities in the Burhan chowk – washing, rickshaw stand etc. 

Makeshift tents under which the market activity takes place
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SR. NO 
 

11 

NAME 
 

REHMATULLAH ALLEYA 
DARGAH 

SURVEY NO.  
 

97 

Plot Area: 33420 sq. mts 

Built-up Area: 100 sq. mts 

Recorded By: Ninad Kudalkar Reviewed By: Benita Menezes                               Date: March 2008 
 

1 IDENTIFICATION & LOCATION 

1.1 Administrative Unit: Nalasopara Muncipal Council 

1.2 Access 

Main Access: Station - Dargah Road Subsidiary Access: --- 
1.3 Ownership Pattern 

Present: Trust (Haji Mohammad Kutti Baba Trust) Present: Trust (Haji Mohammad Kutti Baba Trust) 
1.4 Use 

Past/ Present: Religious Institution Usage: Daily 
 

2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  
2.1 Built-in / Date: 1555, Rebuilt 20

th
 Century  Transformations (if any): In 1979 a masjid was 

built in the dargah campus. 
Patron: Not Available Architect: Not Available 

2.2 Social – Economic – Political Context and Significance: Before the Portuguese domination of this 
region in the sixteenth century, it was under the control of the Mohammadean ruler Bahadur Shah of 
Gujarat and had a significant Muslim population due to the traders and merchants who had settled here. 
Along with this population existed several fakirs, peers or saints. This tomb has been built in order to 
commemorate the death of one of the saints and has a historic and a cultural value. 

 

3 ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 
Site Context / Planning: The dargah is situated on the hill top with a few slums and apartment buildings 
near the foothill. This landmark is accessed through a series of winding steps that lead to the top. 
Internal Planning: The Dargah complex has a masjid, residential house for mulla a concrete pathway 
leading to various functions and a toilet at the rear. 
Architectural Characteristics: The Dargah and the other buildings in the complex are ground storey 
structures located amidst the dense plantation on the hill.  

 

4 VALUE CLASSIFICATION   GRADE 

 

B(his) B(cul) B(seh) B(arch) B(tech) B(lm) B(ev) B(bio) B(reus) III 
 

5 CONDITION ASSESMENT 

5.1 Structural System and Materials  Assessment 

Foundation: RCC foundation.  Cannot be assessed   

Plinth:. The plinth is ½ ft high with marble flooring. Fair 

Walls: RCC walls.  Fair 

Roofing: Sloping AC sheet roof while the priest residence is sloping 
mangalore tiled roof. 

Fair 

Fenestration / Openings: Rectangular openings with colored glass Fair 

Finishes: Walls cladded with marble tiles upto the lintel level with black 
kota skirting. Neru finish with door/windows with distemper. 

Fair 

Compound / Fence / Gate: Due to heavy rains brick compound wall on the 
entrance side has fallen. 

Poor 

Curtilege / Unbuilt Space/ Out buildings / Landscape: Dense plantation 
within the property.  

Fair 

5.2 Physical Infrastructure Assessment 

Lighting (Natural / Artificial): Adequate natural lighting. No artificial 
lighting. 

Poor 
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Ventilation (Natural / Artificial): Adequate natural ventilation. No artificial 
ventilation. 

Poor 

Electricity: M.S.E.B. regular power cuts.  Poor  

Water Supply: One well near the foothill used for various activities Poor 

Sanitation: The toilets are in a bad condition and need urgent repairs.  Poor 

Drainage: All surface water gets drained along the hill. Poor 

Fire Precaution: Not required. Not applicable 

Other (HVAC / BMC / Security) Systems: Not required. Not applicable 

5.3 Maintenance and Repairs Assessment 

Measures: Monthly cleaning of the structures takes place. Painting works 
are undertaken once a year.  

Fair 

Agency and Capacity: (Haji Mohammad Kutti Baba Trust) 
The trust does not have the financial capacity to maintain and carry out 
repairs due to which donations are sought.  

Poor 

5.4  Overall Condition Assessment (based on 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3):   
The structure is in a fair condition. The infrastructure necessary is in a poor 
condition and the trust has shown a poor commitment towards maintaing 
the structure.  
 

POOR

 0: RUIN / NON EXISTENT  1: POOR 2: FAIR 3: GOOD 

 

6 FUTURE RELEVANCE 

6.1 DP Remarks: None.  

 Perceived Threats: Property dispute which needs to be resolved. The hill on which the dargah is 
located is also an environmental asset. Since it is not reserved there is a danger of destroying this 
cultural asset.  

6.2 Owners / Tenants / Occupants / Community / Organizational Aspirations: None identified. 
 

7 MISCELLANEOUS 

 Additional Notes / References and Documents Available: Records and information got from the 
Trust and area details verified from the Land Records departments (Vasai).  

 

8 RECOMMENDATIONS & SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

 A well detailed landscape plan needs to be formulated for the property.  

 



REHMATULLAH DARGAH 

REHMATULLAH DARGAH 

Approach road and hill on which the dargah is located 

Dargah perched atop the hill



Shaded surrounds of the dargah
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SR. NO 
 

12 

NAME 
 

MORE TALAV 

SURVEY NO.  
 
 

--- 

Plot Area: 3740 sq. mts. 

Built-up Area: 00 sq. mts 

Recorded By: Ninad Kudalkar Reviewed By: Benita Menezes Date: April 2008 
 

1 IDENTIFICATION & LOCATION 

1.1 Administrative Unit: Nala Sopara Municipal Council 

1.2 Access 

Main Access: More- Achole   Road Subsidiary Access: --- 

1.3 Ownership Pattern 

Present: Ownership under dispute Past: Private 

1.4 Use 

Past: Domestic Water Source  Usage: Daily 
 

2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  

2.1 Built-in / Date: 16
th
 Century  Transformations (if any): Not Available 

Patron: Not Available Architect: Not Available 
2.2 Social – Economic – Political Context and Significance: In the erstwhile grampanchayats, the 

natural / artificially engineered talavs have historically formed the chief source of water for domestic 
purposes - drinking, washing, cleaning etc. Although talavs became sparingly used for these activities 
with the establishment of the Municipal Council, More talav gets heavily used by the communities 
which live on the edge of the talav.   

 

3 ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 

Site Context / Planning: The Talav is flanked by a settlement around its edge.  

Activity Patterns: The Talav is used by the surrounding settlement for cleaning purposes and for 
immersion of Ganesh idols. 
Architectural Characteristics: A low rise settlement around the edge characterizes the talav.  

Public Space & Environmental Influence: Like other talavs, it has a value as an ecological 
resource as it helps in recharging the ground water table in the region. 

 

4 VALUE CLASSIFICATION   GRADE 

 

E(seh) E(lm) E(grp) E(cul) E(ev) E(arch) E(eco) III E 
 

5 CONDITION ASSESMENT 

5.1 Structural System & Materials Assessment 

Tiling/ Pavement/ Finishes: The edge of the talav is made of loose mud.  Poor  

Compound / Fence / Gate: Mud bunding on all edges.  Poor 

5.2 Physical Infrastructure Assessment 

Lighting: Street lights have not been provided around the talav.  Non Existent 

Sanitation: Garbage disposal or open defecation is observed on the edge 
of the talav.  

Poor 

Storm Water Drainage: Water from the surroundings flows into the talav. Fair  

Public Facilities: None.  Non Existent 

5.3 Maintainence and Repairs Assessment 

Measures: Very minimal maintenance and repairs are carried out due to 
the property dispute. 

Poor 

 Agency and Capacity: Disputed. 
Very minimal maintenance and repairs are carried out due to the property 
dispute 

Poor 
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5.4  Overall Condition Assessment (based on 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3):   
The talav is in a structurally poor condition and the physical infrastructure 
around the talav is non-existent. Its maintenance levels are poor.  
 

POOR 

 0: RUIN / NON EXISTENT  1: POOR 2: FAIR 3: GOOD 

 

6 FUTURE RELEVANCE 

6.1 DP Remarks: Reserved as a Water Body.  

Perceived Threats: There are cases of talavs in the VVSR being either filled up inspite being 
reserved as water bodies or cases of buildings encroaching / built right on the edges of talavs. These 
need to be safeguarded against. 

6.2 Owners / Tenants / Occupants / Community / Organizational Aspirations: None identified as the 
ownership is presently under dispute.   

 

7 MISCELLANEOUS 

 Additional Notes / References and Documents Available: Information gathered from the Nala 
Sopara Municipal Council. Area details verified from the Land Records and Revenue Department 
(Vasai Taluka). 

 

8 RECOMMENDATIONS & SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

 Any repairs, modifications, changes, extensions made to the talav should be sensitive to the physical 
character of the talav and should be based on a carefully formulated urban design strategy.  

 

 



MORE TALAV

MORE TALAV

Well water along the edge used for drinkingWater from the talav used for washing clothes and bathing

Talav along with transit housing along the edge



Garbage littered along the edge of the talav
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SR. NO 
 

13 

NAME 
 

NAGELA TALAV 

SURVEY NO.  
 
 

--- 

Plot Area: 7970 sq. mts. 

Built-up Area: 00 sq. mts. 

Recorded By: Benita Menezes Reviewed By: Rohit Mujumdar Date: March 2008 
 

1 IDENTIFICATION & LOCATION 

1.1 Administrative Unit: Nala Sopara Muncipal Council 

1.2 Access 

Main Access: Nagela Talav  Road Subsidiary Access: --- 

1.3 Ownership Pattern 

Present: Government (Nala Sopara Municipal 
Council) 

Past: Grampanchayat 

1.4 Use 

Past: Domestic Water Source  Usage: Daily 
 

2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  

2.1 Built-in / Date: 16
th 

Century Transformations (if any): Not Available 
Patron: Not Available Architect: Not Available 

2.2 Social – Economic – Political Context and Significance: In the erstwhile grampanchayats, the 
natural / artificially engineered talavs formed the chief source of water for drinking, washing, cleaning 
etc. With the establishment of the Municipal Council this talav gets used only for washing vessels and 
auto-rickshaws.   

 

3 ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 

Site Context / Planning: The Talav is flanked by a settlement around its edge.  

Activity Patterns: The Talav is used by the surrounding settlement for cleaning purposes and for 
immersion of Ganesh idols. The Municipal Council auctions the talav for fish breeding for Rs 35,000 
annually. 
Architectural Characteristics: A low rise settlement around the edge characterizes the talav.  

Public Space & Environmental Influence: Like other talavs, it has a value as an ecological 
resource as it helps in recharging the ground water table in the region. 

 

4 VALUE CLASSIFICATION   GRADE 

E(seh) E(lm) E(grp) E(cul) E(ev) E(arch) E(eco) II E 
 

5 CONDITION ASSESMENT 

5.1 Structural System & Materials Assessment 

Tiling/ Pavement/ Finishes: One of the edges has a tar road. Fair 

Compound / Fence / Gate: The edges of the talav have mud bunding.  Fair 

5.2 Physical Infrastructure Assessment 

Lighting: Street lights have been provided around the talav. Good 

Sanitation: Garbage disposal is observed along the edges. The discharge 
of sewage from the settlements along the edge has led to the degradation 
of the water quality.  

Poor  

Storm Water Drainage: The storm water from the surroundings flows into 
the talav. 

Good 

Public Facilities: None, Non Existent 

5.3 Maintainence and Repairs Assessment 

Measures: No monthly maintenance and repairs. The maintenance and 
repairs are carried out whenever there is requirement for repairs but does 
not have a fund allocated for maintenance and repairs.  

Poor 

Agency and Capacity: Nala Sopara Municipal Council   Poor  
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No measures have presently been undertaken. The Municipal Council 
needs external funds for undertaking the large repairs and maintenance 
works.  

5.4  Overall Condition Assessment (based on 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3):   
The talav is in a structurally fair condition and the provision of physical 
infrastructure around the talav is poor. The Municipal Council has not 
made any investments in maintaining and carrying repairs of the talav. 
 
 
 

 

POOR 

 0: RUIN / NON EXISTENT  1: POOR 2: FAIR 3: GOOD 

 

6 FUTURE RELEVANCE 

6.1 DP Remarks: Reserved as a Water Body. 

Perceived Threats: There are cases of talavs in the VVSR being either filled up inspite being 
reserved as water bodies or cases of buildings encroaching / built right on the edges of talavs. These 
need to be safeguarded against 

6.2 Owners / Tenants / Occupants / Community / Organizational Aspirations: The Municipal Council 
has envisioned a beautification plan for the talav. These incude building a retaining wall, a jogging 
track around the talav, digging the talav and making it deeper by 7 to 10 feet and developing a 
recreational area. This project is estimated at Rs 2.25 crores. 

 

7 MISCELLANEOUS 

 Additional Notes / References and Documents Available: Records and information gathered from 
the Council, Institutions and local representatives, experts and authorities. The area details verified 
from the Land Records Department (Vasai). 

 

8 RECOMMENDATIONS & SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

 Any repairs, modifications, changes, extensions made to the talav should be sensitive to the physical 
character of the talav and should be based on a carefully formulated urban design strategy. Facilties 
should be created for diverse types of users.  

 

 



NAGELA TALAV

NAGELA TALAV

Washing along the road edge of the talav 

Housing along the edge of the talav



Garbage littered around the road edge

Housing along the edge of the talav

Garbage collection point along the edge of the talav
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SR. NO 
 

14 

NAME 
 

ACHOLE TALAV 

SURVEY NO.  
 
 

--- 

Plot Area: 28095 sq. mts. 

Built-up Area: 00 sq. mts. 

Recorded By: Ninad Kudalkar Reviewed By: Benita Menezes Date: March 2008 
 

1 IDENTIFICATION & LOCATION 

1.1 Administrative Unit: Nala Sopara Municipal Council 

1.2 Access 

Main Access: Achole Gaothan  Road Subsidiary Access: --- 

1.3 Ownership Pattern 

Present: Government (Nala Sopara Municipal 
Council) 

Past: Government (Achole Grampanchayat) 

1.4 Use 

Past/Present: Domestic Water Source, Passive 
Recreation and Religious Gatherings 

Usage: Daily 

 

2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  

2.1 Built-in / Date: 16
th 

Century Transformations (if any): Not Available 
Patron: Not Available Architect: Not Available 

2.2 Social – Economic – Political Context and Significance: In the erstwhile grampanchayats, the 
natural / artificially engineered talavs have historically formed the chief source of water for domestic 
purposes - drinking, washing, cleaning etc. With the establishment of the Municipal Council this talav 
has become devoid of these activities.   

 

3 ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 

Site Context / Planning: The Talav is located along the main spine of Achole Gaothan.  

Activity Patterns: The talav was earlier used as a chief source of water for drinking, washing and 
cleaning purposes. Recently, the Municipal Council has made a pavement jogging track along the 
edges and the talav is used for passive recreation and for immersion of idols during the Ganpati 
Festival, lending the talav value as a cultural resource. Due to these transformations, the water of the 
talav is only used sparingly for washing and cleaning purposes. These lend the talav value as a 
cultural resource. The talav is also auctioned by the Municipal Council for fish breeding activity for a 
period of one year for a sum of Rs 50,000. The Council has started horticulture activities and boating.  
Architectural Characteristics: Passive recreation areas with street furniture and gardens with a soft 
landscape form the chief architectural characteristics. 
Public Space & Environmental Influence: The talav functions as a public space for passive 
recreation and during religious festivals. Like other talavs, it has a value as an ecological resource as 
it helps in recharging the ground water table in the region. 

 

4 VALUE CLASSIFICATION   GRADE 

E(seh) E(lm) E(grp) E(cul) E(ev) E(arch) E(eco) I E 
 

5 CONDITION ASSESMENT 

5.1 Structural System & Materials Assessment 

Tiling/ Pavement/ Finishes: Paver block lies along the edge.  Good 

Compound / Fence / Gate: The Talav has a concrete retaining wall and is 
fenced.  

Good 

5.2 Physical Infrastructure Assessment 

Lighting: Street lights have been provided around the talav. Good 

Sanitation: No garbage disposal or open defecation is observed along the 
edges. 

Good 

Storm Water Drainage: The storm water from the surroundings flows into 
the talav. 

Good 
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Public Facilities: Several facilities like a jogging track, gardens, and 
public toilets have been provided.   

Fair 

5.3 Maintainence and Repairs Assessment 

Measures: No monthly maintenance and repairs. The maintenance and 
repairs are carried out whenever there is requirement for repairs but does 
not have a fund allocated for maintenance and repairs.  The existing 
retaining wall was built by the Nala Sopara Municipal Council in 2000-2001 
and the paving around the Talav was done in 2002-2003.  

Good 

Agency and Capacity: Nala Sopara  Municipal Council 
The urban local body has tapped into the funds available from 
organizations like MMRDA to carry out large repairs and maintainence 
works. 

Good 

5.4  Overall Condition Assessment (based on 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3):   
The talav is in a structurally good condition and the provision of physical 
infrastructure around the talav is fair. The Municipal Council has shown a 
good commitment towards maintaining the talav.  
 
 

 

GOOD 

 0: RUIN / NON EXISTENT  1: POOR 2: FAIR 3: GOOD 

 

6 FUTURE RELEVANCE 

6.1 DP Remarks: Reserved as a Water Body.  

Perceived Threats: None identified.  

6.2 Owners / Tenants / Occupants / Community / Organizational Aspirations: The Municipal Council 
has already started its beautification plans for this talav. The Council aspires for the talav to become 
an important public space within the sub-region.  

 

7 MISCELLANEOUS 

 Additional Notes / References and Documents Available: Information gathered from the Nala 
Sopara Municipal Council. Area details verified from the Land Records and Revenue Department 
(Vasai Taluka). 

 

8 RECOMMENDATIONS & SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

 The Talav presents a big opportunity for developing a regional level public space. Any repairs, 
modifications, changes, extensions made to the talav should be sensitive to the physical character of 
the talav and should be based on a carefully formulated urban design strategy. Facilties should be 
created for diverse types of users.  

 

 



ACHOLE TALAV  

ACHOLE TALAVACHOLE TALAV

New housing schemes in the vicinity of the talav



Platform from which the idols are immersed in the water during the Ganesha festival

Beautification project of the talav - in which the pavement, street furniture, lighting, planting of shrubs and fencing have 
been undertaken
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SR. NO 
 

15 

NAME 
 

CHULNE TALAV 

SURVEY NO.  
 
 

--- 

Plot Area: 12040 sq. mts. 

Built-up Area: 00 sq. mts. 

Recorded By: Benita  Menezes  Reviewed By: Rohit Mujumdar                               Date: July 2007 
 

1 IDENTIFICATION & LOCATION 

1.1 Administrative Unit: Navghar Manikpur Municipal Council 

1.2 Access 

Main Access: Chulne  Road Subsidiary Access: --- 

1.3 Ownership Pattern 

Present: Government (Navghar Manikpur 
Muncipal Council) 

Past: Government (Chulne Grampanchayat) 

1.4 Use 

Past/Present:  Domestic Water Source Usage: Daily 
 

2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  

2.1 Built-in / Date: 16
th
 Century Transformations (if any): Not Available 

Patron: Not Available Architect: Not Available  
2.2 Social – Economic – Political Context and Significance: In the erstwhile grampanchayats, the 

natural / artificially engineered talavs have historically formed the chief source of water for domestic 
purposes - drinking, washing, cleaning etc. The talav is located at the fringe of the municipal council 
and has an agrarian settlement around it due to which it is still used heavily as a domestic water 
source. 

 

3 ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 

Site Context / Planning: The talav is flanked by agricultural fields on all sides. A narrow road from 
the Chulne gaothan leads to the talav.   
Activity Patterns: The Talav is used by the surrounding settlements for cleaning washing and 
irrigation purposes. The talav is auctioned for fish breeding for a period of three years for Rs 84000. 
Architectural Characteristics: The area around the talav shows an agrarian character and has a 
soft landscape formed by the agricultural fields around it.   
Public Space & Environmental Influence: Like other talavs, it has a value as an ecological 
resource as it helps in recharging the ground water table in the region. 

 

4 VALUE CLASSIFICATION   GRADE 

E(seh) E(lm) E(grp) E(cul) E(ev) E(arch) E(eco) I E 
 

5 CONDITION ASSESMENT 

5.1 Structural System & Materials Assessment 

Tiling/ Pavement/ Finishes: The pavement around the Talav is made of 
pucca cement concrete.  

Fair 

Compound / Fence / Gate: The Talav is open and protected by a low 
retaining wall at all the sides. 

Fair 

5.2 Physical Infrastructure Assessment 

Lighting: Street lights have not been provided around the talav.  Non Existent  

Sanitation: Garbage disposal or open defeacation has not been 
observed.  

Good 

Storm Water Drainage: The storm water from the surroundings flows into 
the talav. 

Good 

Public Facilities: None.   Non Existent  

5.3 Maintainence and Repairs Assessment 

Measures: The existing retaining wall was built by the Council in 2000- Good 
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2002 and two ramps for cleaning and washing clothes. The pavement 
surrounding the Talav was built in 2005. Another retaining wall is being 
constructed at a cost of Rs 50 lakhs.The talav is regularly cleant.   

Agency and Capacity: Navghar Manikpur Municipal Council.  
The urban local body has tapped into the available funds to carry out large 
repairs and maintainence works. 

Good 

5.4  Overall Condition Assessment (based on 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3):   
The structure of the talav and the infrastructure around it is in a fair 
condition. The Municipal Council has shown a good commitment towards 
undertaking maintenance and repairs.  

FAIR 

 0: RUIN / NON EXISTENT  1: POOR 2: FAIR 3: GOOD 

 

6 FUTURE RELEVANCE 

6.1 DP Remarks: Reserved as a Water Body.  

Perceived Threats: None identified.  

6.2 Owners / Tenants / Occupants / Community / Organizational Aspirations: The Council has plans 
for the beautification of the talav which comprise a garden, jogging track estimated at Rs 50 lakhs.  

 

7 MISCELLANEOUS 

 Additional Notes / References and Documents Available: Information gathered from the Navghar 
Manikpur Municipal Council. Area details verified from the Land Records and Revenue Department 
(Vasai Taluka). 

 

8 RECOMMENDATIONS & SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

 In this talav, the rehabilitation work done has been insensitive with no ecological consideration. The 
edges of most of these talavs have been retained with concrete walls which might not be the best of 
responses. Any repairs, modifications, changes, extensions made to the talav should be sensitive to 
the physical character of the talav and should be based on a carefully formulated urban design 
strategy.  

 

 



CHULNE TALAV

CHULNE TALAV

New retaining wall and pathway being constructed around the edge of the talav

Shrine, washing ghats and seating platform along one of the edges of the talav 



MMR - HCS                                                                                                               www.crit.org.in   CRIT                                                   

 36

SR. NO 
 

16 

NAME 
 

KHARGODE TALAV 

SURVEY NO.  
 
 

--- 

Plot Area: 525 sq. mts. 

Built-up Area: 00 sq. mts. 

Recorded By: Ninad Kudalkar Reviewed By: Benita  Menezes  Date: July 2007 
 

1 IDENTIFICATION & LOCATION 

1.1 Administrative Unit: Navghar Manikpur Municipal Council 

1.2 Access 

Main Access: Main Chulne  Road Subsidiary Access: --- 

1.3 Ownership Pattern 

Present: Government (Navghar Manikpur 
Muncipal Council) 

Past: Government (Chulne Grampanchayat) 

1.4 Use 

Past/Present:  Passive Recreation and Religious 
Gatherings 

Usage: Daily 

 

2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  

2.1 Built-in / Date: 17
th
 Century Transformations (if any): Not Available 

Patron: Not Available Architect: Not Available  
2.2 Social – Economic – Political Context and Significance: In the erstwhile grampanchayats, the 

natural / artificially engineered talavs have historically formed the chief source of water for domestic 
purposes - drinking, washing, cleaning etc. With the establishment of the Municipal Council this talav 
remains uused for these activities.   

 

3 ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 

Site Context / Planning: A gaothan is located around the talav and it forms the gathering space for 
the neighbourhood.   
Activity Patterns: The talav was earlier used as a chief source of water for drinking, washing and 
cleaning purposes. Due to recent urbanization of the area, the Municipal Council has made a 
pavement jogging track along the edges and the talav is used for passive recreation and for 
immersion of idols during the Ganpati Festival. These lend the talav value as a cultural resource. 
Architectural Characteristics: The talav has a retaining wall around it with a paved space which is 
cordoned off from the surroundings with a fence and gate.  
Public Space & Environmental Influence: Like other talavs, it has a value as an ecological 
resource as it helps in recharging the ground water table in the region. 

 

4 VALUE CLASSIFICATION   GRADE 

E(seh) E(lm) E(grp) E(cul) E(ev) E(arch) E(eco) III E 
 

5 CONDITION ASSESMENT 

5.1 Structural System & Materials Assessment 

Tiling/ Pavement/ Finishes: The edge of the talav has a pavement made 
of kotah stone.   

Good 

Compound / Fence / Gate: The talav has a retaining wall made of stone 
above which is a metal fence. The paved area around the talav has a low 
parapet wall with a metal fence.      

Good 

5.2 Physical Infrastructure Assessment 

Lighting: Street lights are provided around the talav.  Good 

Sanitation: Garbage disposal or open defeacation has not been 
observed. 

Good 

Storm Water Drainage: The storm water from the surroundings flows into 
the talav. 

Good 

Public Facilities: The talav has a jogging track, benches for seating along Good 
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with landscaping around it. These have been deisgned insensitively.  

5.3 Maintainence and Repairs Assessment 

Measures: The beautification plan, although insensitive, has been 
implemented. This included the building of the feincin, the pavement 
around the talav and the landscaping.  The talav is cleant annually.   

Good 

Agency and Capacity: Navghar Manikpur Municipal Council 
The urban local body has tapped into the available funds to carry out large 
repairs and maintainence works. 

Good 

5.4  Overall Condition Assessment (based on 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3):   
The structure of the talav and the infrastructure around it is in a good 
condition. The Municipal Council has shown a good commitment towards 
undertaking maintenance and repairs. 

GOOD 

 0: RUIN / NON EXISTENT  1: POOR 2: FAIR 3: GOOD 

 

6 FUTURE RELEVANCE 

6.1 DP Remarks: Reserved as a Water Body. 

Perceived Threats: None identified.  

6.2 Owners / Tenants / Occupants / Community / Organizational Aspirations: The beautification 
plans have already been implemented.   

 

7 MISCELLANEOUS 

 Additional Notes / References and Documents Available: Information gathered from the Navghar 
Manikpur Municipal Council. Area details verified from the Land Records and Revenue Department 
(Vasai Taluka). 

 

8 RECOMMENDATIONS & SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

 In this talav, the beautification work done has been insensitively.  The edges of most of these talavs 
have been retained with concrete walls which might not be the best of responses. The landscape has 
also been done only to beautify and does not consider the natural hydrological systems.  Addition of 
new programmes must integrate the existing relationships of the users/ uses of the talav. 

 

 



KHARGODA TALAV
KHARGODA TALAV

Street furniture along the edge of the talav 

Talav forming an entrance to the gaothan which is seen on the right corner
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SR. NO 
 

17 

NAME 
 

NAZARETH TALAV 

SURVEY NO.  
 
 

--- 

Plot Area: 5200 sq. mts. 

Built-up Area: 00 sq. mts. 

Recorded By: Ninad Kudalkar Reviewed By: Benita  Menezes Date: July 2007 
 

1 IDENTIFICATION & LOCATION 

1.1 Administrative Unit: Navghar Manikpur Municipal Council 

1.2 Access 

Main Access: Off Chulne – Manikpur Road Subsidiary Access: Zilla Parishad 

1.3 Ownership Pattern 

Present: Government (Navghar Manikpur 
Muncipal Council) 

Past: Grampanchayat  

1.4 Use 

Past: Domestic Water Source Usage: Daily 
 

2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  

2.1 Built-in / Date: 16
th
 Century Transformations (if any): Not Available 

Patron: Not Available Architect: Not Available  
2.2 Social – Economic – Political Context and Significance: In the erstwhile grampanchayats, the 

natural / artificially engineered talavs formed the chief source of water for drinking, washing, cleaning 
etc. This talav has an adivasi settlement around its edge which uses it as a domestic water source 
inspite being a part of the Municipal Council and has a socio-economic value. 

 

3 ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 

Site Context / Planning: The talav has a small adivasi settlement on its edge beyond which are new 
residential developments (which can be seen in the google image on the adjoining page).  
Activity Patterns: The Talav is used by the surrounding settlement for cleaning and washing 
purposes. The talav is auctioned for fish breeding by the Municipal Council.  It has a small 
recreational area around the talav which lends it value as a cultural asset.  
Architectural Characteristics: The edge has a three feet paparpet wall which is punctured with 
steps that allow access to the water and serve as washing ghats. The edge also has numerous trees 
which lend character to the talav and the space around it.  
Public Space & Environmental Influence: The talav, like other talavs, has a value as an ecological 
resource as it helps in recharging the ground water table in the region. The talav is surrounded by 
indigeneous trees.  

 

4 VALUE CLASSIFICATION   GRADE 

E(seh) E(lm) E(grp) E(cul) E(ev) E(arch) E(eco) II E 
 

5 CONDITION ASSESMENT 

5.1 Structural System & Materials Assessment 

Tiling/ Pavement/ Finishes: The talav has a pavement around it made of 
pucca cement concrete. 

Fair   

Compound / Fence / Gate: The talav has a stone retaining wall on the 
periphery.  

Fair 

5.2 Physical Infrastructure Assessment 

Lighting: Street lights have not been provided around the talav.  Non Existent  

Sanitation: Garbage disposal or open defeacation has not been 
observed.  

Good 

Storm Water Drainage: The storm water from the surroundings flows into 
the talav. 

Good 

Public Facilities: Steps have been provided at several places along the 
edge which allow access to the water and serve as washing ghats.  

Fair  
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5.3 Maintainence and Repairs Assessment 

Measures: No monthly maintenance and repairs. The maintenance and 
repairs are carried out whenever there is requirement but does not have 
an annual fund allocated for maintenance and repairs.  The talav has been 
maintained in a fair condition due to the efforts the surrounding settlement 
which has been involved in maintaind in the talav. 

Fair 

Agency and Capacity: Navghar Manikpur  Muncipal Council 
The the Municipal Council has not implemented any large measures for 
maintenance and repairs. For this it would require external funding.  

Fair 

5.4  Overall Condition Assessment (based on 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3):   
The structure of the talav and the infrastructure around it is in a fair 
condition. The talav has been maintained in a fair condition.  

FAIR 

 0: RUIN / NON EXISTENT  1: POOR 2: FAIR 3: GOOD 

 

6 FUTURE RELEVANCE 

6.1 DP Remarks: Reserved as a Water Body.  

Perceived Threats: There are cases of talavs in the VVSR being either filled up inspite being 
reserved as water bodies or cases of buildings encroaching / built right on the edges of talavs. These 
need to be safeguarded against. The beautification plans for the talav could alienate the immediate 
adivasi settlement from using the talav which should be safeguarded against. 

6.2 Owners / Tenants / Occupants / Community / Organizational Aspirations: The Council has plans 
to carry out digging of the talav and beautify it with a jogging track at an estimated cost of Rs 50 to 75 
lakhs. 

 

7 MISCELLANEOUS 

 Additional Notes / References and Documents Available: Information gathered from the Navghar 
Manikpur Municipal Council. Area details verified from the Land Records and Revenue Department 
(Vasai Taluka). 

 

8 RECOMMENDATIONS & SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

 Any repairs, modifications, changes, extensions made to the talav should be sensitive to the physical 
character of the talav and should be based on a carefully formulated urban design strategy. Facilties 
should be created for diverse types of users. The settlement around the talav and its use of the talav 
should be integrated in the new plans.  

 



NAZARETH TALAV

NAZARETH TALAV

New apartment housing along the edges of the talav

Older adivasi settlement along the talav edge Well along the talav edge and water being drawn by a adivasi boy



Playground along the edge of the talav which is used by the children from the adivasi settlement
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SR. NO 
 

18 

NAME 
 

DIWANMAN TALAV 

SURVEY NO.  
 
 

--- 

Plot Area: 1200 sq. mts. 

Built-up Area: 00 sq. mts. 

Recorded By: Ninad Kudalkar Reviewed By: Benita  Menezes  Date: July 2007 
 

1 IDENTIFICATION & LOCATION 

1.1 Administrative Unit: Navghar Manikpur Municipal Council 

1.2 Access 

Main Access: Manikpur - Diwanman  Road Subsidiary Access: Jumna Nagar – Vasai St. 
Road 

1.3 Ownership Pattern 

Present: Government (Navghar Manikpur 
Muncipal Council) 

Past: Grampanchayat  

1.4 Use 

Past/Present: Domestic Water Source and 
Religious Gatherings  

Usage: Daily 

 

2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  

2.1 Built-in / Date: 16
th
 Century Transformations (if any): Not Available 

Patron: Not Available Architect: Not Available  
2.2 Social – Economic – Political Context and Significance: In the erstwhile grampanchayats, the 

natural / artificially engineered talavs have historically formed the chief source of water for domestic 
purposes - drinking, washing, cleaning etc. With the establishment of the Municipal Council this talav 
remains sparingly used for these activities.   

 

3 ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 

Site Context / Planning: The talav is located along a T junction of two roads and has the Municipal 
Council and market building along its edge.  
Activity Patterns: The edges of the talav have benches which used as seating areas for passive 
recreation. It is also used for immersion of idols during the Ganpati Festival. These lend the talav 
value as a cultural resource. 
Architectural Characteristics: The Municipal Council and Market building form the background to 
the talav. The talav has two large flights of steps to reach the water. These are used for immersion of 
idols during Ganpati Festival. The edge has a low level parapet wall with metal fencing. The 
pavement along one edge has benches for seating. On the oposite edge the pavement doubles in 
width. The pandal for the ganpati festival is erected here.   
Public Space & Environmental Influence: The talav, like other talavs, has a value as an ecological 
resource as it helps in recharging the ground water table in the region. The talav edges form a public 
space and are used for passive recreation.   

 

4 VALUE CLASSIFICATION   GRADE 

E(seh) E(lm) E(grp) E(cul) E(ev) E(arch) E(eco) III E 
 

5 CONDITION ASSESMENT 

5.1 Structural System & Materials Assessment 

Tiling/ Pavement/ Finishes: Concrete paver blocks tiling along the 
periphery and at the entrance.  

Good 

Compound / Fence / Gate: The talav has a stone masonary retaining wall 
and is surrounded with a fence along the periphery with two gates leading 
to steps to access the water. 

Good 

5.2 Physical Infrastructure Assessment 

Lighting: Street lights have been provided around the talav.  Good 

Sanitation: Garbage disposal or open defeacation has not been Good 
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observed.  

Storm Water Drainage: The storm water from the surroundings flows into 
the talav. 

Good 

Public Facilities: Seating areas have been provided along the edge. 
However, the width of the pavement is very less and the seating areas are 
poorly designed.  

Poor  

5.3 Maintainence and Repairs Assessment 

Measures: No monthly maintenance and repairs. The maintenance and 
repairs are carried out whenever there is requirement for repairs. The talav 
is dug and cleant every year.  

Good 

Agency and Capacity: Navghar Manikpur Municipal Council 
The Municipal Council has shown a good commitment towards the 
maintenance of the talav.  

Good 

5.4  Overall Condition Assessment (based on 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3):   
The structure of the talav is in a good condition. The infrastructure around 
the talav is in a fair condition. The Municipal Council has shown a good 
commitment towards maintaining the talav.  

GOOD 

0: RUIN / NON EXISTENT  1: POOR 2: FAIR 3: GOOD 

 

6 FUTURE RELEVANCE 

6.1 DP Remarks: Reserved as a Water Body.  

Perceived Threats: None identified.  

6.2 Owners / Tenants / Occupants / Community / Organizational Aspirations: None identified.  
 

7 MISCELLANEOUS 

 Additional Notes / References and Documents Available: Information gathered from the Navghar 
Manikpur Municipal Council. Area details verified from the Land Records and Revenue Department 
(Vasai Taluka). 

 

8 RECOMMENDATIONS & SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

 The edges of the talav have been designed insensitively. A carefully detailed landscape and street 
furniture plan needs to be formulated for the talav.  

 

 



DIWANMAN TALAV

DIWANMAN TALAV

Steps leading to the water in the talav

Recently constructed municipal market building in the background of the talav



Edge condition of the talav – narrow pavements of approximately one meter width

Pitching work being undertaken in the talav; benches for seating along the narrow pavement 
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SR. NO 
 

19 

NAME 
 

ST. MICHEAL’S CHURCH 
PRECINCT  

SURVEY NO. 
 

NA 

Plot Area: 50000 sq. mts. 

Built-up Area: NA 

Recorded By: Rohit Mujumdar Reviewed By: Benita  Menezes Date: March 2008 
 

1 IDENTIFICATION & LOCATION 

1.1 Administrative Unit: Vasai Municipal Council 

1.2 Access 

Main Access: St. Michaels Church  Road Subsidiary Access: Papdy Market   

1.3 Ownership Pattern 

Present: --- Past: --- 

1.4 Use 

Past/ Present: Religious and Institutional Use: Daily  
 

2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  

2.1 Built-in / Date: 16
th
 Century  Transformations (if any): Not Available 

Patron: Not Available Architect: Not Available 
2.2 Social – Economic – Political Context and Significance: After the capture of Vasai by the 

Portuguese, their efforts towards converting the local populace led to the emergence of this religious 
and institutional precinct. 

 

3 ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 

Site Context / Planning: The religious and institutional buildings are located on one side of the talav 
and the residential buildings of the gaothan on the other side of the talav.  
Activity Patterns: Activities of the church, marriages, festivals, washing around the talav, a 
children’s recreation area form the chief activites within the precinct.     
Characteristic Elements: The precinct is characterized by the institutional buildings of the church, 
school and a college, the talav and open spaces which act as public spaces for religious and social 
gatherings.  

 

4 VALUE CLASSIFICATION   

P(seh) P(cul) P(arch) 
 

5 CONDITION ASSESMENT 

5.1 Structural System & Materials Assessment 

Tiling/ Pavement/ Finishes: Tar roads within the precinct. Pavements 
exist around the edges of the talav. 

Good   

Compound / Fence / Gate: Father Benedict Talav talav has steel fencing 
and the institutional buildings have a compound wall made of stone and 
bricks.  

Good   

5.2 Physical Infrastructure Assessment 

Lighting: Inadequate street lights have been provided within the precinct. Poor 

Sanitation: Sanitation does not present a major concern in the precinct.  Good 

Public Facilities: Steps to access the water and seating areas for the 
informal market have been been provided around the edge of the talav.    

Good 

5.3 Maintainence and Repairs Assessment 

Measures: Measures have been taken recently to develop the edges of 
the talav. These should be augmented with an overall management plan 
which could address street furniture  

Fair 

Agency and Capacity: Navghar Manikpur Municipal Council  
The agency has taken an initiative to address the problems of the precinct. 

Fair 
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Its efforts should be furthered strengthened by commitment towards 
maintaining the structure. However, to address the precinct level problems 
it would require external financial support.  

5.4  Overall Condition Assessment (based on 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3):   
The precinct is in a poor condition.  
 

GOOD 

0: RUIN / NON EXISTENT  1: POOR 2: FAIR 3: GOOD 

 

6 FUTURE RELEVANCE 

6.1 DP Remarks: None.   

Perceived Threats: None identified.      

6.2 Owners / Tenants / Occupants / Community / Organizational Aspirations: None identified. 
 

7 MISCELLANEOUS 

 Additional Notes / References and Documents Available: Areas and details verified from the 
Land Records and Revenue Department (Vasai). 

 

8 RECOMMENDATIONS & SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

 An overall management plan needs to be drafted, which would include aspects like a landscape plan, 
street furntiture, restoration of the church and institutional buildings etc. These aspects should be 
included on the basis of a detailed study.  

 

 



ST. MICHEAL’S CHURCH PRECINCT ST. MICHEAL’S CHURCH PRECINCT

St. Michael's Church built in the 17th century St. Philomena school opposite the church

Father Benedict Talav – fencing and pavement along the edge



Edge condition of the road adjacent to St. Micheal’s Church

Edge condition of the road adjacent to the talav
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SR. NO 
 

19 a 

NAME 
 

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH 

SURVEY NO.  
 
 

135 

Plot Area: 10600 sq. mts. 

Built-up Area: 1970 sq. mts. 

Recorded By: Tapan Mittal Reviewed By: Benita Menezes  Date: July 2007 
 

1 IDENTIFICATION & LOCATION 

1.1 Administrative Unit: : Navghar Manikpur Municipal Council 

1.2 Access 

Main Access: St. Michaels Church  Road Subsidiary Access: --- 
1.3 Ownership Pattern 

Present: Trust (Vasai Diocese) Past: Trust (Archdiocese of Goa) 
1.4 Use 

Past/ Present: Religious  Use: Daily  
 

2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  
2.1 Built-in / Date: 1606; Rebuilt 1739 Transformations (if any): Front porch   

Patron: Not Available Architect: Not Available 
2.2 Social – Economic – Political Context and Significance: The church was originally built in 1606 by the 

Portuguese as a part of their Inquistion Movement. In 1739 the church was destroyed by the Marathas 
and later taken over by a Secular Clergy. A new church was immediately built on the foundations of the 
old.  

 

3 ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 
Site Context / Planning: The Church is located at one edge of the Manikpur Gaothan and has several 
institutional buidings around it. The church building has a large open space in the foreground which 
becomes the main congregation space. The open congregational space is a peculiar feature of majority of 
churches in the Vasai – Virar Sub – Region. 
Internal Planning: The church building consists of a large single storey hall with a central naive leading 
up to the raised altar. A new hall is located perpendicular to the old alter and the priest rooms and office is 
to the left of the pathway parallel to the new hall.           
Architectural Characteristics: The front façade is punctuated with severeal decorative motifs and 
openings for bells on ether sides. It has a pitched roof supported by queen-post wooden trusses. 
Segmental arched openings characterise the façade. The altar in this church has been placed from one of 
the churches in the Vasai Fort. The stained glass windows with paintings depict several stories. A stone 
artifact having the inscription of the establishment of the original church is placed at the entrance. 

 

4 VALUE CLASSIFICATION   GRADE 

 

B(his) B(cul) B(seh) B(arch) B(tech) B(lm) B(ev) B(bio) B(reus) II B 
 

5 CONDITION ASSESMENT 

5.1 Structural System and Materials  Assessment 

Foundation: Stone Foundation. Cannot be asseseed 

Plinth: The height of the plinth is 1 ft and made of kotah stone.  Good 

Walls: Load bearing brick masonary walls. The front portico, which is a 
recent extension in RCC construction, hides the lower part of the front 
façade.  

Good 

Roofing: Queen-post truss supporting pitched Mangalore tiled roof.  Good 

Fenestration / Openings: Segmental arched openings with wood-paneled 
shutters and stained glass paintings on the arches 

Good 

Finishes: The walls are painted with  distemper and the doors and 
windows are oil  painted   

Good 

Compound / Fence / Gate: The church has a brick compound wall.  Good 

Curtilege / Unbuilt Space/ Out buildings / Landscape: The church has 
an open space at the entrance which acts as the main congregation space.  

Good 
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5.2 Physical Infrastructure Assessment 

Lighting (Natural / Artificial): Adequate natural and artificial lighting. Good  

Ventilation (Natural / Artificial): Adequate natural and artificial ventilation 
through celing fans that are hung at the balcony level on long brackets.  

Good 

Electricity: Adequate provision by MSEB. Weekly power cuts. Fair  

Water Supply: Navghar Manikpur Municipal Water Supply. The two wells 
and one bore-well existing in the compound are used for cleaning purposes 

Good  

Sanitation: The church has a provision of public toilets.  Good  

Drainage: Adequate storm water drainage provision. Good 

Fire Precaution: Not required. Not applicable 

Other (HVAC / BMC / Security) Systems: Not required. Not applicable 

5.3 Maintenance and Repairs Assessment 

Measures: There is monthly maintenance amount kept a side from the 
collections box which is used for the repair and painting works. The Church 
has annual fund allocated for the Church for its functioning, a part of the 
fund is kept for maintenance and repairs.  

Good 

Agency and Capacity: Vasai Diocese 
The trust’s initiatives towards restoration and renovation have been good 
and it is in a position to maintain and conduct repairs. 

Good  

5.4  Overall Condition Assessment (based on 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3):   
The building is in a good structural condition and has a good level of 
infrastructure for the public nature of its programme. It is maintained in a 
good condition by the trust. 
 

 

GOOD

 0: RUIN / NON EXISTENT  1: POOR 2: FAIR 3: GOOD 

 

6 FUTURE RELEVANCE 

6.1 DP Remarks: Reserved as Public/Semi Public Usage (Church). 

Perceived Threats: With an increase in parishioners extensions to the church are imminent. These 
extensions if carried out insensitively could destroy the important architectural characteristics present. 

6.2 Owners / Tenants / Occupants / Community / Organizational Aspirations: Not identified. 
 

7 MISCELLANEOUS 

 Additional Notes / References and Documents Available: Records and information got from the 
Parish Church and Catholic Directory of the Diocese of Vasai. Area details verified from the Land 
Records and Revenue Department (Vasai Taluka). 

 

8 RECOMMENDATIONS & SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

 The extensions to the church should be undertaken in a manner such that they do not destroy the 
distinctive architectural characteristics of the original building. These institutions expertise in conserving 
and management of historic structures especially during additions and alterations to the original 
structure; this expertise should be provided to them. 

 



ST. MICHAEL CHURCH

ST. MICHAEL CHURCH

ST. MICHAEL CHURCH

“False” front façade of the church – similar to Portuguese churches in Goa; recent extension of the porch over the front facade



Prayer hall of the church with Queen post truss and an ornate altar

Congregation space in front of the church Inscription with the date of establishment 
of the church in the congregation space
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SR. NO 
 

19 b  

NAME 
 

FATHER BENEDICT TALAV 

SURVEY NO.  
 
 

--- 

Plot Area: 13900 sq. mts. 

Built-up Area: 00 sq. mts. 

Recorded By: Benita  Menezes  Reviewed By: Rohit Mujumdar                               Date: July 2007 
 

1 IDENTIFICATION & LOCATION 

1.1 Administrative Unit: Navghar Manikpur Municipal Council 

1.2 Access 

Main Access: Off Chulne – Manikpur Road Subsidiary Access: --- 

1.3 Ownership Pattern 

Present: Government (Navghar Manikpur 
Muncipal Council) 

Past:  Government (Manikpur Grampanchayat) 

1.4 Use 

Past/Present: Domestic Water Source and 
Religious Gatherings  

Usage: Daily 

 

2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  

2.1 Built-in / Date: 16
th 

Century Transformations (if any): Not Available 
Patron: Not Available Architect: Not Available  

2.2 Social – Economic – Political Context and Significance: In the erstwhile grampanchayats, the 
natural / artificially engineered talavs have historically formed the chief source of water for domestic 
purposes - drinking, washing, cleaning etc. With the establishment of the Municipal Council this talav 
remains sparingly used for these activities.   

 

3 ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 

Site Context / Planning: The talav is flanked by Manikpur gaothan on one side and the St. Micheal’s 
Church on the other side.   
Activity Patterns: The Talav is used by the surrounding settlement for cleaning and washing 
purposes. One of the edges forms a recreation area for children and a congregation space for 
religious and social activities. The talav is used for immersion of idols during the Ganpati Festival 
which lends it value as a cultural resource. The talav is auctioned for fish breeding.  
Architectural Characteristics: It has a low parapet wall with a fence around the periphery of the 
talav. A one foot high rectangular platform flanks the talav on one side with a clearly designated 
paved walking strip. The edge near the gaothan has a series of long steps leading to the water which 
provide a platform form washing.  
Public Space & Environmental Influence: The area around the talav is surrounded by transforming 
gaothan area and older settlements. One edge of the talav has no concrete retaining wall and is 
edged by trees and consolidated earth bund.    

 

4 VALUE CLASSIFICATION   GRADE 

E(seh) E(lm) E(grp) E(cul) E(ev) E(arch) E(eco) I E 
 

5 CONDITION ASSESMENT 

5.1 Structural System & Materials Assessment 

Tiling/ Pavement/ Finishes: Concrete paver blocks tiling along the 
periphery.  

Good 

Compound / Fence / Gate: The talav has a concrete retaining wall and 
fencing on the periphery. 

Good 

5.2 Physical Infrastructure Assessment 

Lighting: Street lights have been provided around the talav. Good 

Sanitation: Garbage disposal or open defecation has not been observed.  Good  

Storm Water Drainage: The storm water from the surroundings flows into 
the talav. 

Good 
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Public Facilities: A one foot high rectangular platform flanks the talav on 
one side with a clearly designated paved walking strip. The pavment and 
the metal fencing are badly designed.  

Fair 

5.3 Maintainence and Repairs Assessment 

Measures: The maintenance and repairs are carried out whenever there 
is requirement for repairs but does not have a fund allocated for 
maintenance and repairs. The existing retaining wall was built by the 
Municipal Council in 1998 and the paving and fencing around the Talav 
was done in 2002-2003.The Council has recently built an oatla for washing 
purposes in 2004-2005.  

Good 

Agency and Capacity: Virar Municipal Council.  
The urban local body has shown a good commitment towards maintaining 
the talav by tapping into external funds.  

Good 

5.4  Overall Condition Assessment (based on 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3):   
The overall condition of the Talav is Fair.  

GOOD 

0: RUIN / NON EXISTENT  1: POOR 2: FAIR 3: GOOD 

 

6 FUTURE RELEVANCE 

6.1 DP Remarks: Reserved as a Water Body.  

Perceived Threats: None identified. .  

6.2 Owners / Tenants / Occupants / Community / Organizational Aspirations: The Council had plans 
of starting boating activity which was opposed by the Church. 

 

7 MISCELLANEOUS 

 Additional Notes / References and Documents Available: Information gathered from the Navghar 
Manikpur Municipal Council. Area details verified from the Land Records and Revenue Department 
(Vasai Taluka). 

 

8 RECOMMENDATIONS & SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

 In this talav, the beautification work done has been insensitive with no ecological consideration. The 
edges of most of these talavs have been retained with concrete walls which might not be the best of 
responses. The landscape has also been done only to beautify and does not consider the natural 
hydrological systems. Addition of new programmes must integrate existing relationships of the users/ 
uses of the talav.  

 

 



23B FATHER BENEDICT TALAV

FATHER BENEDICT TALAV

Play area along one of the edges of the talav

Women washing clothes in the foreground; gaothan in the background



Steps leading to the water being used as washing ghats

New type of provisions made for washing clothes along the edge

Pavement and street furniture along the edge of the talav
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SR. NO 
 

19 c 

NAME 
 

ST PHILOMENA SCHOOL 

SURVEY NO.  
 

44 

Plot Area: 6730 sq. mts. 

Built-up Area: 575 sq. mts. 

Recorded By: Benita Menezes Reviewed By: Rohit Mujumdar                               Date: April 2008 
 

1 IDENTIFICATION & LOCATION 

1.1 Administrative Unit: : Navghar Manikpur Municipal Council 

1.2 Access 

Main Access: St. Michael’s Church Road Subsidiary Access: --- 
1.3 Ownership Pattern 

Present: Trust  Past: Trust  
1.4 Use 

Past/ Present: Institution (Educational) Usage: Daily 
 

2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  
2.1 Built-in / Date: 1949 Transformations (if any): Not Available 

Patron: Not Available Architect: Not Available 
2.2 Social – Economic – Political Context and Significance: The school was built through the initiatives of 

the St. Micheal Church authorities to provide primary education facilities.  
 

3 ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 
Site Context / Planning: The school property is located opposite the St Michael Church. The building is 
located in the corner of the property and has an open space in front.  
Internal Planning: The long rectangular building has a single corridor behind which are strung
classrooms, the toilet block and offices.  
Architectural Characteristics: The long mangalore tile pitched roof which is supported on a king-post 
truss becomes the main architectural element.  

 

4 VALUE CLASSIFICATION   GRADE 

 

B(his) B(cul) B(seh) B(arch) B(tech) B(lm) B(ev) B(bio) B(reus) III 
 

5 CONDITION ASSESMENT 

5.1 Structural System and Materials  Assessment 

Foundation: Stone Foundation. Cannot be assessed 

Plinth: The height of the plinth is 1.5 feet and made of kotah stone. Fair 

Walls: Stone masonry walls.  Fair 

Roofing: King-post truss supporting pitched Mangalore tiled roof Fair 

Fenestration / Openings: Flat arch openeings with double wooden 
paneled shutters.  

Fair 

Finishes: The walls are painted with distemper and the doors and windows 
are oil painted.    

Fair 

Compound / Fence / Gate: The school has a high compound wall.   Fair 

Curtilege / Unbuilt Space/ Out buildings / Landscape: The school has a 
large open space in front of the building which is used by the students for 
recreation activities. In addition this space is leased out for social 
gatherings.  

Fair 
 

5.2 Physical Infrastructure Assessment 

Lighting (Natural / Artificial): Ample natural and artifical lighting.  Fair 

Ventilation (Natural / Artificial): Adequate natural ventilation. Adequate 
provision of ceiling fans which are regularly out of service 

Fair 

Electricity: Adequate provision by MSEB. Weekly power cuts. Fair 

Water Supply: Inadequate supply of water through Municipal Council and 
a boring well. 

Poor 
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Sanitation: Inadequate sanitation facilities. Poor 

Drainage: Adequate. Fair 

Fire Precaution: Not required. Not Applicable 

Other (HVAC / BMC / Security) Systems: Not required. Not Applicable 

5.3 Maintenance and Repairs Assessment 

Measures: No monthly maintenance measures undertaken. An annual fund 
is allocated for for maintenance and repairs. However, this fund is 
inadequate vis-à-vis the growing necessities of the school. 

Fair 

Agency and Capacity: Trust 
The building has been maintained in a fair condition by the trust.   

Fair 

5.4  Overall Condition Assessment (based on 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3):   
The building is in a structurally fair condition. The infrastructure necessary 
for the school is inadequate and in a poor condition. The trust has 
maintained the building in a fair consition.  

FAIR

 
0: RUIN / NON EXISTENT  1: POOR 2: FAIR 3: GOOD 

 

6 FUTURE RELEVANCE 

6.1 DP Remarks: Reserved as Public / Semi Public Usage (School). 

Perceived Threats: Weathering and negligence of the structure would lead to its deterioration.   

6.2 Owners / Tenants / Occupants / Community / Organizational Aspirations: None identified.  
 

7 MISCELLANEOUS 

 Additional Notes / References and Documents Available: Records and information gathered from 
the Council, School Authorities and local experts. The area details verified from the Land Records 
Department (Vasai). 

 

8 RECOMMENDATIONS & SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

 These institutions are active and used by the existing communities. They lack expertise in conserving 
and management of the structure especially during additions and alterations to the original structure. 
This expertise should be provided to them. 

 



ST. PHILOMENA SCHOOL

ST. PHILOMENA SCHOOL

ST. PHILOMENA SCHOOL

The school building forms a backdrop to the large playground 

The pitched roof of the long barn like structure forms the most important architectural element in the landscape



MMR - HCS                                                                                                               www.crit.org.in   CRIT                                                   

 50

SR. NO 
 

20 

NAME 
 

UMELEMAN TALAV 

SURVEY NO.  
 
 

--- 

Plot Area: 2315 sq. mts. 

Built-up Area: 00. sq. mts. 

Recorded By: Ninad Kudalkar Reviewed By: Benita  Menezes  Date: July 2007 
 

1 IDENTIFICATION & LOCATION 

1.1 Administrative Unit: : Navghar Manikpur Municipal Council 

1.2 Access 

Main Access: Umeleman – Manikpur Road Subsidiary Access: --- 

1.3 Ownership Pattern 

Present: Government (Municipal Council) Present: Government (Municipal Council) 

1.4 Use 

Past/Present: Domestic Water Source and 
Religious Gatherings  

Usage: Daily 

 

2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  

2.1 Built-in / Date: 17
th
 Century  Transformations (if any): Not Available 

Patron: Not Available Architect: Not Available  
2.2 Social – Economic – Political Context and Significance: In the erstwhile grampanchayats, the 

natural / artificially engineered talavs have historically formed the chief source of water for domestic 
purposes - drinking, washing, cleaning etc. With the establishment of the Municipal Council this talav 
remains sparingly used for these activities.  

 

3 ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 

Site Context / Planning: The Talav has a temple located on one edge and a gaothan on the other.  

Activity Patterns: The Talav is used by the surrounding settlement for cleaning and washing 
purposes. The talav is auctioned for a period of two years. In addition, it is used for religious, social 
and cultural activities like immersion of idols during the Ganesha festival and as a recreational area 
due to which it has value as a cultural asset.  
Architectural Characteristics: A small path around the talav planted with trees forms the chief 
architectural characteristic.   
Public Space & Environmental Influence: The talav functions as a public space with visitors and 
devotees who visit the temple not only during festivals but also by eldery people and children who 
use the play area regularly for active and passive recreation. Like other talavs, it has a value as an 
ecological resource as it helps in recharging the ground water table in the region. 

 

4 VALUE CLASSIFICATION   GRADE 

E(seh) E(lm) E(grp) E(cul) E(ev) E(arch) E(eco) III E 
 

5 CONDITION ASSESMENT 

5.1 Structural System & Materials Assessment 

Tiling/ Pavement/ Finishes: Concrete paver blocks used for tiling along 
the periphery and at the entrance.   

Good 

Compound / Fence / Gate: The Talav has a stone retaining wall and 
fencing on the periphery. The fence has one gate with access to the water.  

Good 

5.2 Physical Infrastructure Assessment 

Lighting: Street lights have been provided around the talav.  Good 

Sanitation: Garbage disposal or open defeacation has not been 
observed.  

Good 

Storm Water Drainage: The storm water from the surroundings flows into 
the talav. 

Good 

Public Facilities: None.  Non Existent  

5.3 Maintainence and Repairs Assessment 
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Measures: No monthly maintenance and repairs. The existing retaining 
wall and fencing was built by the Municipal Council in 1997-1998. The 
edge around the talav has been paved with concrete paver blocks.  

Good  

Agency and Capacity: Navghar Manikpur Municipal Council 
The Municipal Council has shown a good commitment towards the 
maintenance of the talav.  

Good 

5.4  Overall Condition Assessment (based on 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3):   
The structure of the talav is in a good condition. The infrastructure around 
the talav is in a fair condition. The Municipal Council has shown a good 
commitment towards maintaining the talav.  

GOOD 

 0: RUIN / NON EXISTENT  1: POOR 2: FAIR 3: GOOD 

 

6 FUTURE RELEVANCE 

6.1 DP Remarks: Reserved as a Water Body. 

Perceived Threats: Some of the new buildings have been built very close to the edge of the talav.    

6.2 Owners / Tenants / Occupants / Community / Organizational Aspirations: None identified.  
 

7 MISCELLANEOUS 

 Additional Notes / References and Documents Available: Information gathered from the Navghar 
Manikpur Municipal Council. Area details verified from the Land Records and Revenue Department 
(Vasai Taluka). 

 

8 RECOMMENDATIONS & SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

 The edges of the talav have been designed insensitively. A carefully detailed landscape and street 
furniture plan needs to be formulated for the talav.  

 

 



UMELEMAN TALAV

UMELEMAN TALAV

Residential fabric in the background of the talav
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SR. NO 
 

21 

NAME 
 

HOLY MARKET  

SURVEY NO. 
 

91  

Plot Area: 2000 sq. mts. 

Built-up Area: 00 sq. mts. 

Recorded By: Ninad Kudalkar Reviewed By: Benita  Menezes Date: March 2008 
 

1 IDENTIFICATION & LOCATION 

1.1 Administrative Unit: Vasai Municipal Council 

1.2 Access 

Main Access: Remedy – Par Naka Road  Subsidiary Access: Holy Naka  

1.3 Ownership Pattern 

Present: Government (Vasai Municipal Council) Past: Government (Vasai Municipal Council) 

1.4 Use 

Past/ Present: Commercial  Use: Daily  
 

2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  

2.1 Built-in / Date: 16
th
 Century Transformations (if any): Not Available 

Architect: Not Available Architect: Not Available 
2.2 Social – Economic – Political Context and Significance: The markets in VVSR have been sites 

where agrarian commodities produced in the VVSR like rice, vegetables, fish etc. are traded. These 
sites have been important in the development of the local economy lending them value as socio-
economic resources. The vendors come from the neighbouring villages like Sandor, Kaular Budruk 
etc. to sell local produce. These vendors pay Rs. 5 / day to enter the market.   

 

3 ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 

Site Context / Planning: The market is located at the junction of two important streets on the fringes 
of the Municipal limits.   
Activity Patterns: Historically, the Holy Market traded exotic commodities like betel nuts with 
Pakistan and the Middle East. Presently, the betel nut produce has decreased and it has transformed 
into a vegetable and fish market where vendors squat on the streets or on makeshift platforms.  
Characteristic Elements: The informal bazaar takes place with vendors squatting on the street. 
Markets in the agrarian areas of VVSR exhibit such distinctive physical form. 

 

4 VALUE CLASSIFICATION   

P(seh) P(cul) P(arch) 
 

5 CONDITION ASSESMENT 

5.1 Structural System & Materials Assessment 

Tiling/ Pavement/ Finishes: The informal market spreads across a street 
with vendors squatting in temporary structures.   

Fair  

Compound / Fence / Gate: Not required. Not applicable  

5.2 Physical Infrastructure Assessment 

Lighting (Natural / Artificial): Ample natural lighting.  Fair 

Ventilation (Natural / Artificial): Ample natural ventilation. Fair 

Electricity: None.  Non Existent 

Water Supply: No provision.  Non Existent 

Sanitation: No provision of public toilets. Garbage disposal also presents 
a problem.  

Poor 

Drainage: Adequate.  Fair 

Fire Precaution: Not required. Not applicable 

Other (HVAC / BMC / Security) Systems: Not required. Not applicable 

5.3 Maintainence and Repairs Assessment 
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Measures: The market is rented out to a contractor who takes care of the 
maintenance of the market. It is cleant on a daily basis. However, there 
exists no long term strategy for maintenance and repairs.  

Poor 

Agency and Capacity: Vasai Municipal Council  
The urban local body collects tax from vendors and shop keepers. It 
maintains the bazaar daily by collecting garbage and cleaning the precinct. 
However, these measures prove to be inadequate and strategy for 
providing infrastructure has been formulated.  

Poor 

5.4  Overall Condition Assessment (based on 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3):   
The structures in the market are in a fair condition. The market has a weak 
infrastructure and has been maintained poorly.   
 

POOR 

 0: RUIN / NON EXISTENT  1: POOR 2: FAIR 3: GOOD 

 

6 FUTURE RELEVANCE 

6.1 DP Remarks: No reservation.   

Perceived Threats: Road widening would lead to relocations which could have negative impacts.     

6.2 Owners / Tenants / Occupants / Community / Organizational Aspirations: None identified.  
 

7 MISCELLANEOUS 

 Additional Notes / References and Documents Available: Records and information has been 
gathered from the Municipal Council. Areas and details verified from the Land Records and Revenue 
Department (Vasai). 

 

8 RECOMMENDATIONS & SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

 The markets or bazaar precincts in the VVSR need an overall management plan which would include 
aspects like resolving movement systems, developing infrastructure, a landscape plan etc. The 
aspects to be included on the basis of a detailed study of the local conditions.  

 

 



HOLY MARKET

HOLY MARKET

Vegetable and fruit vendors along the edge of the road in Holy bazaar



Fruit vendors squatting along the edge of the road in Holy bazaar 
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SR. NO 
 

22 

NAME 
 

OUR LADY OF REMEDIES 
CHURCH 

SURVEY NO.  
 

121 

Plot Area: 10550 sq. mts. 

Built-up Area: 700 sq. mts. 

Recorded By: Benita Menezes Reviewed By: Rohit Mujumdar                               Date: March 2008 
 

1 IDENTIFICATION & LOCATION 

1.1 Administrative Unit: Vasai Municipal Council 

1.2 Access 

Main Access: Remedy Road Subsidiary Access: --- 
1.3 Ownership Pattern 

Present: Trust (Vasai Diocese) Past: Trust (Archdiocese of Goa) 
1.4 Use 

Past/ Present: Religious  Use: Daily  
 

2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  
2.1 Built-in / Date: 1577 Transformations (if any): In 1974-75 extension was 

made to accommodate the new priest house and the 
new congregational hall.  

Architect: Not Available Architect: Not Available 
2.2 Social – Economic – Political Context and Significance: The Dominicans founded the church outside 

the Fort in 1577. The parish was the second to be separated from the mother parish of St Thomas, 
Sandor.  

 

3 ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 
Site Context / Planning: The church building is located in the corner of the property leaving a large open 
space in the front and the side which has partly has graves and is also used as a congregational space 
during festivals and social gatherings like marriages. The open congregational space is a peculiar feature 
of majority of churches in the Vasai – Virar Sub – Region. The old priest house still exists at the entrance
to the church property. 
Internal Planning: The church building comprises a central nave leading to the old altar. The new hall is
located perpendicular to the old altar and the priest rooms and office is to the right of the altar.  
Architectural Characteristics: Segmental arched openings characterise the façade. The large internal 
volume of the congregational hall is characterized by a timber Queen-post truss roof. The flooring is made 
up of intricately designed mosaic tiles which are typical of the early twentieth century. The doors consist 
of intricately carved panels. In 1947 a fire burnt down the main altar and the present altar was transferred 
to this Church from the Bhuleshwar Cathedral when the latter was shut down in 1941.  

 

4 VALUE CLASSIFICATION   GRADE 

 

B(his) B(cul) B(seh) B(arch) B(tech) B(lm) B(ev) B(bio) B(reus) II B 
 

5 CONDITION ASSESMENT 

5.1 Structural System and Materials  Assessment 

Foundation: Stone Foundation. Cannot be asseseed 

Plinth: The height of the plinth is 0.5 ft and made of stone. Good 

Walls: Load bearing brick masonary walls. Good 

Roofing: Queen-post truss supporting pitched Mangalore tiled roof.  Good 

Fenestration / Openings: Segmental arched openings with wood-paneled 
shutters.  

Good 

Finishes: The walls are painted with distemper and the doors and windows 
are oil painted.  

Good 

Compound / Fence / Gate: The church has a brick compound wall on the 
periphery of the church complex. 

Good 

Curtilege / Unbuilt Space/ Out buildings / Landscape: The Church has a Good 
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huge congregation space at the entrance. The entrance is skirted with a 
low compound wall and an entrance gate. The Priests residence, 
community centre and community hall are the out buildings defining the 
central open space.  

 

5.2 Physical Infrastructure Assessment 

Lighting (Natural / Artificial): Adequate natural and artificial lighting. Good  

Ventilation (Natural / Artificial): Adequate natural and artificial ventilation 
through celing fans that are hung at the balcony level on long brackets.  

Good 

Electricity: Adequate provision by MSEB. Weekly power cuts. Fair  

Water Supply: Vasai Municipal Council Supplies water. 1 well and 1 bore 
well  exist in the compound  

Good 

Sanitation: The church has a provision of public toilets.  Good  

Drainage: Adequate storm water drainage provision. Good 

Fire Precaution: Not required. Not applicable 

Other (HVAC / BMC / Security) Systems: Not required. Not applicable 

5.3 Maintenance and Repairs Assessment 

Measures: The Church has annual fund allocated for the Church for its 
functioning, a part of the fund is kept for maintenance and repairs. The 
Church was last painted and the roof was also changed in 2002. 

Good  

Agency and Capacity: Vasai Diocese 
The Trust has the capacity to generate enough funds for regular 
maintenance and repairs. 

Good 

5.4  Overall Condition Assessment (based on 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3):   
The building is in a good structural condition and has a good level of 
infrastructure for the public nature of its programme. It is maintained in a 
good condition by the trust. 
 

GOOD

 0: RUIN / NON EXISTENT  1: POOR 2: FAIR 3: GOOD 

 

6 FUTURE RELEVANCE 

6.1 DP Remarks: Reserved as Public/Semi Public Usage (Church). 

Perceived Threats: With an increase in parishioners extensions to the church are imminent. These 
extensions if carried out insensitively could destroy the important architectural characteristics present. 

6.2 Owners / Tenants / Occupants / Community / Organizational Aspirations: Not identified. 
 

7 MISCELLANEOUS 

 Additional Notes / References and Documents Available: Records and information gathered from 
the Parish Priest and Catholic Directory of Mumbai. The area details verified from the Land Records 
Department (Vasai) 

 

8 RECOMMENDATIONS & SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

 The extensions to the church should be undertaken in a manner such that they do not destroy the 
distinctive architectural characteristics of the original building. 

 



OUR LADY OF MERCY 
CHURCH

OUR LADY OF MERCY CHURCH

False front façade of the church with extensions of the front portico and sides



Decorated interiors of the church 

Low level compound wall along the edge

Seminary and library building within the church complex
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SR. NO 
 

23 

NAME 
 

R P WAGH HIGH SCHOOL 

SURVEY NO.  
 

68 

Plot Area: 2000 sq. mts. 

Built-up Area: 2000 sq. mts. 

Recorded By: Tapan Mittal Reviewed By: Rohit Mujumdar                               Date: March 2008 
 

1 IDENTIFICATION & LOCATION 

1.1 Administrative Unit: Vasai Municipal Council 

1.2 Access 

Main Access: Remedy Road Subsidiary Access: --- 
1.3 Ownership Pattern 

Present: Trust  Past: Trust 
1.4 Use 

Past/ Present: Institution (Educational) Usage: Daily 
 

2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  
2.1 Built-in / Date: 1934 Transformations (if any): None  

Patron: British Government Architect: Not Available 
2.2 Social – Economic – Political Context and Significance: The R Wagh High School established in 1934 

was amongst the first schools imparting higher secondary education in Vasai. 
 

3 ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 
Site Context / Planning: The building is located amongst several old residential and institutional 
buildings with a heritage value. The building is a ‘C’ shaped structure with a central courtyard that holds 
the flagpole for flag hoisting. This space acts as the main assembly space for the students 
Internal Planning: The building is a two storied structure with internal corridors flanked by classrooms.  

Architectural Characteristics: The pitched mangalore tile roof supported on wooden trusses forms the 
chief architectural element.  

 

4 VALUE CLASSIFICATION   GRADE 

 

B(his) B(cul) B(seh) B(arch) B(tech) B(lm) B(ev) B(bio) B(reus) III 
 

5 CONDITION ASSESMENT 

5.1 Structural System and Materials  Assessment 

Foundation: Stone Foundation. Cannot be assessed 

Plinth: The height of the  plinth is 0.5 ft and made of  stone Fair 

Walls: Load bearing stone walls.  Fair 

Roofing: King-post truss supporting pitched Mangalore tiled roof Fair 

Fenestration / Openings: Rectangular window openings with wood-
paneled shutters and glazed ventilators.  

Fair 

Finishes: The walls are painted with neru/ distemper and the doors and 
windows are oil  painted   

Fair 

Compound / Fence / Gate: The school presently has a brick compound 
wall with an entrance gate.  

Fair 

Curtilege / Unbuilt Space/ Out buildings / Landscape: The school has 
an open space behind the building which is used as the playground for 
recreation activities.  

Fair 

5.2 Physical Infrastructure Assessment 

Lighting (Natural / Artificial): Adequate Provision of tubelights and 
windows provide good natural light.  

Good 

Ventilation (Natural / Artificial): Adequate Provision of fans and windows 
provide good natural cross ventilation due to the central courtyard. 

Good 

Electricity: Adequate provision by MSEB. Weekly power cuts. Fair 

Water Supply: Municipal Council.  Fair  
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Sanitation: Adequate provision of toilets and drinking water facilities.  Fair  

Drainage: Adequate.  Fair  

Fire Precaution: Not required Not Applicable 

Other (HVAC / BMC / Security) Systems: Not required Not Applicable 

5.3 Maintenance and Repairs Assessment 

Measures: Maintenance and repair works carried out annually.  Fair  

Agency and Capacity: Bassein Education Society 
The trust has a fair commitment towards maintaining the building.  

Fair 

5.4  Overall Condition Assessment (based on 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3):   
The building is in a structurally fair condition. The infrastructure necessary 
for the school is in a good condition. The trust has shown a fair capacity for 
maintenance and repairs.  
 

FAIR

 0: RUIN / NON EXISTENT  1: POOR 2: FAIR 3: GOOD 

 

6 FUTURE RELEVANCE 

6.1 DP Remarks: Public / Semi public utility, Reserved as a school. 

Perceived Threats: Weathering and negligence of the structure would lead to its deterioration.   

6.2 Owners / Tenants / Occupants / Community / Organizational Aspirations: None identified.  
 

7 MISCELLANEOUS 

 Additional Notes / References and Documents Available: Records and information gathered from 
the school authorities and Vasai Municipal Council. The area details verified from the Land Records 
and Revenue departments (Vasai).  

 

8 RECOMMENDATIONS & SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

 An extension plan needs to be made that could integrate the heritage aspects of the building into the 
new design.  

 



R P WAGH HIGH SCHOOL

R P WAGH HIGH SCHOOL

Pitched Mangalore tile roof forms a distinctive architectural element



Courtyard between the two wings of the school
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SR. NO 
 

24 

NAME 
 

PATIL WADA 

SURVEY NO.  
 

66 

Plot Area: 200 sq. mts. 

Built-up Area: 500 sq. mts. 

Recorded By: Anirudh Paul  Reviewed By: Rohit Mujumdar                               Date: March 2008 
 

1 IDENTIFICATION & LOCATION 

1.1 Administrative Unit: Vasai Muncipal Council 

1.2 Access 

Main Access: Remedy Road Subsidiary Access: --- 
1.3 Ownership Pattern 

Present: Private Present: Private 
1.4 Use 

Past/ Present: Residential Usage: Daily  
 

2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  
2.1 Built-in / Date: 1850’s Transformations (if any): Not Available 

Patron: Not Available Architect: Not Available 
2.2 Social – Economic – Political Context and Significance: The wada is a typical house type of the land 

owning agricultural community in this region during the 18
th
 and 19

th
 century.  

 

3 ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 
Site Context / Planning: The wada occupies the site leaving a minimum set back on each side.  

Internal Planning: Not available as access was not allowed during the survey. 

Architectural Characteristics: This load bearing, double storey structure consists of timber posts which 
which are expressed as pilasters at the first floor level. The stone infill walls at the first level have full 
length windows which is a characteristic of the wada typology in this region.  

 

4 VALUE CLASSIFICATION   GRADE 

 

B(his) B(cul) B(seh) B(arch) B(tech) B(lm) B(ev) B(bio) B(reus) III 
 

5 CONDITION ASSESMENT 

5.1 Structural System and Materials  Assessment 

Foundation: Stone Foundation. Cannot be assessed 

Plinth: Stone plinth.  Good 

Walls: Load bearing stone masonary walls with timber posts  Good 

Roofing: Pitched mangalore tiled roof supported on wooden trusses.  Good 

Fenestration / Openings: Rectangular window openings with wood-
paneled shutters.  

Good 

Finishes: The walls are painted with neru/ distemper and the doors and 
windows are oil  painted   

Good 

Compound / Fence / Gate: Brick compound wall with piers.  Good 

Curtilege / Unbuilt Space/ Out buildings / Landscape: None. Not Applicable 

5.2 Physical Infrastructure Assessment 

Lighting (Natural / Artificial): Adequate natural and artifical lighting.  Good 

Ventilation (Natural / Artificial): Adequate natural and artifical ventilation. Good 

Electricity: Adequate provision by MSEB. Weekly power cuts. Fair 

Water Supply: Municipal Council. Good 

Sanitation: Adequate provision of toilets with a septic tank.  Good 

Drainage: Adequate.  Good 

Fire Precaution: Not required Not Applicable 

Other (HVAC / BMC / Security) Systems: Not required Not Applicable 
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5.3 Maintenance and Repairs Assessment 

Measures: Maintenance and repair measures – like replacing mangalore 
tiles, checking for leakages etc. - are undertaken annually. 

Good 

Agency and Capacity: Private 
The owners have a good financial capacity for maintenance and repairs.  

Good 

5.4  Overall Condition Assessment (based on 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3):   
The building is in a structurally good condition. The infrastructure necessary 
for the building is in a good condition. The owners have shown a good 
commitment towards maintenance and repairs.  
 

GOOD

 0: RUIN / NON EXISTENT  1: POOR 2: FAIR 3: GOOD 

 

6 FUTURE RELEVANCE 

6.1 DP Remarks: Residential Zone.  

Perceived Threats: Due to the high land prices in Municipal Councils and high costs of maintaining the 
wadas there are several cases that can identified in which wadas have been demolished to make way 
for newer apartment buildings.  

6.2 Owners / Tenants / Occupants / Community / Organizational Aspirations: None identified.  
 

7 MISCELLANEOUS 

 Additional Notes / References and Documents Available: Records and information gathered from 
the owners. The area details verified from the Land Records and Revenue departments (Vasai).  

 

8 RECOMMENDATIONS & SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

 Incentives need to be provided to the owners for preservation of the building. Technical assistance 
should also be provided so that any extensions made to the house do not destroy the distinctive 
architectural characteristics of the original building. 

 



PATIL HOUSE

PATIL HOUSE

Decorative pilasters and full length windows – a typical feature of the wada type
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SR. NO 
 

25 

NAME 
 

MATKARI WADA 

SURVEY NO.  
 

38 A/3 

Plot Area: 500 sq. mts. 

Built-up Area: 350 sq. mts. 

Recorded By: Anirudh Paul Reviewed By: Rohit Mujumdar                           Date: March 2008 
 

1 IDENTIFICATION & LOCATION 

1.1 Administrative Unit: Vasai Municipal Council 

1.2 Access 

Main Access: Remedy Road Subsidiary Access: --- 
1.3 Ownership Pattern 

Present: Private Present: Private 
1.4 Use 

Past/ Present: Residential Usage: Daily  
 

2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  
2.1 Built-in / Date: 1868 Transformations (if any): Not Available 

Patron: Not Available Architect: Not Available 
2.2 Social – Economic – Political Context and Significance: This Wada built during the latter part of the 

nineteenth century was inhabited by a reputed advocate Raja Ram Keshab Matkari from 1920 – 63. 
 

3 ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 
Site Context / Planning: The wada has been built leaving a front open space which is used as a garden. 

Internal Planning: Not available as access was not allowed during the survey. 

Architectural Characteristics: This load bearing, double storey structure consists of timber posts which 
form a frame structure at the first level. The stone infill walls at the first level have full length windows 
which is a characteristic of the wada typology in this region.  

 

4 VALUE CLASSIFICATION   GRADE 

 

B(his) B(cul) B(seh) B(arch) B(tech) B(lm) B(ev) B(bio) B(reus) III 
 

5 CONDITION ASSESMENT 

5.1 Structural System and Materials  Assessment 

Foundation: Stone Foundation. Cannot be assessed 

Plinth: Stone plinth.  Good 

Walls: Load bearing stone masonary walls on the ground level. Timber 
posts with stone infill walls at the first level.  

Good 

Roofing: Pitched mangalore tiled roof supported on wooden trusses. The 
roof has a long overhang.  

Good 

Fenestration / Openings: Rectangular window openings with wood-
paneled shutters.  

Good 

Finishes: The walls are painted with neru/ distemper and the doors and 
windows are oil  painted   

Good 

Compound / Fence / Gate: Stone compound wall.  Good 

Curtilege / Unbuilt Space/ Out buildings / Landscape: The front open 
space forms a garden. 

Good 

5.2 Physical Infrastructure Assessment 

Lighting (Natural / Artificial): Adequate natural and artifical lighting.  Good 

Ventilation (Natural / Artificial): Adequate natural and artifical ventilation. Good 

Electricity: Adequate provision by MSEB. Weekly power cuts. Fair 

Water Supply: Municipal Council. Good 

Sanitation: Adequate provision of toilets with a septic tank.  Good 

Drainage: Adequate.  Good 
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Fire Precaution: Not required Not Applicable 

Other (HVAC / BMC / Security) Systems: Not required Not Applicable 

5.3 Maintenance and Repairs Assessment 

Measures: Maintenance and repair measures – like replacing mangalore 
tiles, checking for leakages etc. - are undertaken annually. 

Good 

Agency and Capacity: Private 
The owners have a good financial capacity for maintenance and repairs.  

Good 

5.4  Overall Condition Assessment (based on 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3):   
The building is in a structurally good condition. The infrastructure necessary 
for the building is in a good condition. The owners have shown a good 
commitment towards maintenance and repairs.  
 

GOOD

 0: RUIN / NON EXISTENT  1: POOR 2: FAIR 3: GOOD 

 

6 FUTURE RELEVANCE 

6.1 DP Remarks: Residential Zone.  

Perceived Threats: Due to the high land prices in Municipal Councils and high costs of maintaining the 
wadas there are several cases that can identified in which wadas have been demolished to make way 
for newer apartment buildings.  

6.2 Owners / Tenants / Occupants / Community / Organizational Aspirations: None identified.  
 

7 MISCELLANEOUS 

 Additional Notes / References and Documents Available: Records and information gathered from 
the owners. The area details verified from the Land Records and Revenue departments (Vasai).  

 

8 RECOMMENDATIONS & SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

 Incentives need to be provided to the owners for preservation of the building. Technical assistance 
should also be provided so that any extensions made to the house do not destroy the distinctive 
architectural characteristics of the original building. 

 



MATKARI  
HOUSE

MATKARI  HOUSE

Wooden posts with infill walls forming the structure to support the Mangalore tile roof



Details of wooden load bearing construction 
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SR. NO 
 

26 

NAME 
 

GAVANKAR WADA 

SURVEY NO.  
 

NA 

Plot Area: 400 sq. mts. 

Built-up Area: 500 sq. mts. 

Recorded By: Benita Menezes Reviewed By: Rohit Mujumdar                               Date: March 2008 
 

1 IDENTIFICATION & LOCATION 

1.1 Administrative Unit: Vasai Muncipal Council 

1.2 Access 

Main Access: Par Naka – Dhuoli Road Subsidiary Access: --- 
1.3 Ownership Pattern 

Present: Private Present: Private 
1.4 Use 

Past/ Present: Residential Usage: Daily  
 

2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  
2.1 Built-in / Date: 18

th
 Century Transformations (if any): Not Available 

Patron: Not Available Architect: Not Available 
2.2 Social – Economic – Political Context and Significance: The wada is a typical house type of the land 

owning agricultural community in this region during the 18
th
 and 19

th
 century. Mahatma Gandhi has 

stayed in this house during the national Salt Satyagraha Movement which was observed in Vasai taluka. 
In commemoration of this a plaque which had been presented to Mahatma Gandhi by the locals still exists 
with the owners. 

 

3 ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 
Site Context / Planning: The L-shaped wada is situated in the corner of the property forming a courtyard
in the front. This court is raised approximately by one meter above the road level.  
Internal Planning: The staircase is located at the junction of the two wings. One of the wings has a large 
gathering hall which was used for political meetings and during the freedom struggle. The basement in 
this wing, which is presently unaccesible, was used as an underground bunker. The other wing has living 
rooms.  
Architectural Characteristics: Segmental arched fenestrations at lower level and full length flat arched 
fenestrations at the upper level with decorative wooden shutters. The columns at the upper level are 
expressed as decorative pilasters on the external façade with a base ad capital. The corner staircase 
having wooden treads, risers and railings as well as the open court form other important architectural 
features.  

 

4 VALUE CLASSIFICATION   GRADE 

 

B(his) B(cul) B(seh) B(arch) B(tech) B(lm) B(ev) B(bio) B(reus) II A 
 

5 CONDITION ASSESMENT 

5.1 Structural System and Materials  Assessment 

Foundation: Stone Foundation. Cannot be assessed 

Plinth: Stone plinth.  Good 

Walls: Load bearing stone masonary walls which wear and tear.  Fair 

Roofing: Pitched mangalore tiled roof supported on wooden trusses. The 
wooden trusses show craks and the mangalore tiles are missing in several 
places.  

Poor 

Fenestration / Openings: Segmental and flat arched openings with wood-
paneled shutters for doors and windows.  

Fair 

Finishes: The walls are painted with neru/ distemper and the doors and 
windows are oil painted. The external facades show heavy wear and tear 

Fair 

Compound / Fence / Gate: Stone compound wall.  Fair 

Curtilege / Unbuilt Space/ Out buildings / Landscape: The hard paved 
court is raised approximately by one meter above road level. 

Fair 
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5.2 Physical Infrastructure Assessment 

Lighting (Natural / Artificial): Adequate natural and artifical lighting.  Good 

Ventilation (Natural / Artificial): Adequate natural and artifical ventilation. Good 

Electricity: Adequate provision by MSEB. Weekly power cuts. Fair 

Water Supply: Municipal Council. Good 

Sanitation: Adequate provision of toilets with a septic tank.  Good 

Drainage: Adequate.  Good 

Fire Precaution: Not required Not Applicable 

Other (HVAC / BMC / Security) Systems: Not required Not Applicable 

5.3 Maintenance and Repairs Assessment 

Measures: Adequate measures have not been taken for maintenance of 
the house. While a part of the house which is used for living has been 
maintained properly, the unused parts show weathering and decay.   

Fair  

Agency and Capacity: Private 
The owners have shpwn a fair commitment for maintenance and repairs.  

Fair 

5.4  Overall Condition Assessment (based on 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3):   
The building is in a structurally fair condition. The infrastructure necessary 
for the building is in a good condition. The owners have shown a fair 
commitment towards maintenance and repairs.  
 

FAIR

 0: RUIN / NON EXISTENT  1: POOR 2: FAIR 3: GOOD 

 

6 FUTURE RELEVANCE 

6.1 DP Remarks: Residential Zone.  

Perceived Threats: Due to the high land prices in Municipal Councils and high costs of maintaining the 
wadas there are several cases that can identified in which wadas have been demolished to make way 
for newer apartment buildings.  

6.2 Owners / Tenants / Occupants / Community / Organizational Aspirations: None identified.  
 

7 MISCELLANEOUS 

 Additional Notes / References and Documents Available: Records and information gathered from 
the owners. The area details verified from the Land Records and Revenue departments (Vasai).  

 

8 RECOMMENDATIONS & SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

 This important heritage asset connected to the freedom struggle could be acquired by the government 
and reused towards building a museum. If this is not possible, incentives need to be provided to the 
owners for preservation of the building. Repairs to the roof have to be undertaken on a priority basis.  

 



GAVANKAR HOUSE

GAVANKAR HOUSE

Plaque presented to Mahatma Gandhi by the villagers when he resided in 
this wada during the freedom struggle

L-shaped building forming a courtyard with all the fenestrations opening into it



Full length wooden openings with decorative pilasters
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SR. NO 
 

27 

NAME 
 

VASAI COURT 

SURVEY NO. 
  

72, 33 

Plot Area: 12430  sq. mts. 

Built-up Area: 1700 sq. mts. 

Recorded By: Benita Menezes Reviewed By: Rohit Mujumdar                               Date: March 2008 
 

1 IDENTIFICATION & LOCATION 

1.1 Administrative Unit: Vasai Municipal Council 

1.2 Access 

Main Access: Killa Bunder Road Subsidiary Access: --- 
1.3 Ownership Pattern 

Present: Government  Past: Government 
1.4 Use 

Past/ Present: Institutional  Usage: Daily  
 

2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  
2.1 Built-in / Date: 1864  Transformations (if any): Not Available  

Patron: British Government  Architect: Not Available 
2.2 Social – Economic – Political Context and Significance: After colonization the British built many 

institutional buildings were setup as part of the administrative machinery. The Vasai Court, which earlier 
was the Sub-Judges Court under the British rule, is amongst the very few institutional buildings built by 
the British in the Vasai – Virar Sub - Region.  

 

3 ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 
Site Context / Planning: The Court was built amongst several other institutional buildngs outside the 
Vasai Fort along the main spine of the mercantile town.  
Internal Planning: The ‘E’ - shaped building consists of two small courts, a large lobby in the centre and 
offices as well as court rooms on both sides. These rooms can be accessed through a which faces the 
courts.  
Architectural Characteristics: The building is made of rough stone ashlar masonary with rectangular 
openings. The street face of the building consists of a small projection outside the façade which acts asa 
entrance porch. This projection has a large semi-cirular arched opening with rectangular windows on 
either side. Internally, the King-Post wooden truss with intricate joinery forms an important architectural 
characteristic.  

 

4 VALUE CLASSIFICATION   GRADE 

 

B(his) B(cul) B(seh) B(arch) B(tech) B(lm) B(ev) B(bio) B(reus) II B 
 

5 CONDITION ASSESMENT 

5.1 Structural System and Materials  Assessment 

Foundation: Stone Foundation. Cannot be assessed 

Plinth: The height of the plinth is one foot and made of kotah stone. Fair  

Walls: Stone masonry walls. Fair  

Roofing: King-post truss supporting pitched Mangalore tiled roof Fair  

Fenestration / Openings: Rectangular fenestrations with wood-paneled 
shutters and doors.  

Fair  

Finishes: The walls are painted with distemper and the doors and windows 
are oil painted.   

Fair  

Compound / Fence / Gate: The building is located along the street without 
any conpund wall or gate on the street edge. The internal edges have a 
compound wall.  

Fair  

Curtilege / Unbuilt Space/ Out buildings / Landscape: A new extension 
has been made to the court, which is badly designed.  

Fair 

5.2 Physical Infrastructure Assessment 

Lighting (Natural / Artificial): Adequate Provision of tubelights and Good 
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windows provide good natural light.  

Ventilation (Natural / Artificial): Adequate Provision of fans and windows 
provide good natural cross ventilation due to the central courtyard. 

Good 

Electricity: Adequate provision by MSEB. Weekly power cuts. Fair 

Water Supply: Municipal Council provides adequate water supply.  Good 

Sanitation: Adequate provision of public toilets.  Good 

Drainage: Adequate.  Good 

Fire Precaution: Not required Not Applicable 

Other (HVAC / BMC / Security) Systems: Not required Not Applicable 

5.3 Maintenance and Repairs Assessment 

Measures: Maintenance and repair works carried out annually.  Fair  

Agency and Capacity: State Government 
A fair commitment towards maintaining the building can be identified.  

Fair 

5.4  Overall Condition Assessment (based on 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3):   
The building is in a structurally fair condition. The infrastructure necessary 
for the school is in a good condition. The government has shown a fair 
capacity for maintenance and repairs.  
 

FAIR

 0: RUIN / NON EXISTENT  1: POOR 2: FAIR 3: GOOD 

 

6 FUTURE RELEVANCE 

6.1 DP Remarks: Public/ Semi Public Utility; Reserved as a Court.  

Perceived Threats: Weathering and negligence of the structure would lead to its deterioration.   

6.2 Owners / Tenants / Occupants / Community / Organizational Aspirations: None identified.  
 

7 MISCELLANEOUS 

 Additional Notes / References and Documents Available: Records and information gathered from 
the Municipal Council and Court authorities. The area details verified from the Land Records and 
Revenue departments (Vasai). 

 

8 RECOMMENDATIONS & SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

 Any repairs, modifications, changes, extensions that have to be made to the building should be 
sensitive to the architectural character of the existing building.  

 



VASAI COURT

VASAI COURT

Road side face of the court building in rough ashlar masonary



Detail of the front portico which opens on the main street

Intricate details of the wooden truss
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SR. NO 
 

28 

NAME 
 

BOHRA MASJID 

SURVEY NO.  
 

NA 

Plot Area: 720 sq. mts. 

Built-up Area: 600 sq. mts. 

Recorded By: Anirudh Paul  Reviewed By: Rohit Mujumdar                               Date: March 2008 
 

1 IDENTIFICATION & LOCATION 

1.1 Administrative Unit: Vasai Muncipal Council 

1.2 Access 

Main Access: Devi Talav Road, Vasai Subsidiary Access: --- 
1.3 Ownership Pattern 

Present:Trust (Dawoodi Bohra Masjid Trust) Present:Trust (Dawoodi Bohra Masjid Trust) 
1.4 Use 

Past/ Present: Institution (Religious)  Usage: Daily 
 

2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  
2.1 Built-in / Date: 19

th
 Century Transformations (if any): Not Available 

Patron: Not Available Architect: Not Available 
2.2 Social – Economic – Political Context and Significance: Before the Portuguese domination of this 

region in the sixteenth century, it was under the control of the Mohammadean ruler Bahadur Shah of 
Gujarat and had a significant population of due Muslim traders and merchants who had settled here. It is 
in this context that such religious buildings were built in this region.  

 

3 ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 
Site Context / Planning: The masjid is situated within the mercantile town of Vasai. The triangular built 
form has a court within the center.  
Internal Planning: One of the arms of this triangular built form is aligned to the street and forms the 
entrance whereas the other consisting of the prayer hall is aligned towards the west. 
Architectural Characteristics: Segmental arched, full length openings characterize the front façade of
this building. The openings have wooden double shuttered doors and four panel windows with ventilators.  

 

4 VALUE CLASSIFICATION   GRADE 

 

B(his) B(cul) B(seh) B(arch) B(tech) B(lm) B(ev) B(bio) B(reus) III 
 

5 CONDITION ASSESMENT 

5.1 Structural System and Materials  Assessment 

Foundation: Stone Foundation. Cannot be assessed 

Plinth: Stone plinth.  Fair 

Walls: Load bearing stone masonary walls. The walls show evidences of 
cracks. 

Poor 

Roofing: Pitched mangalore tiled roof supported on wooden trusses. The 
members of the roof show a high wear and tear.  

Poor 

Fenestration / Openings: Segmental arched openings with wood-paneled 
shutters for doors and windows.  

Poor 

Finishes: The walls are painted with neru/ distemper and the doors and 
windows are oil painted. The external and surfaces show weathering 

Poor 

Compound / Fence / Gate: None.   Applicable 

Curtilege / Unbuilt Space/ Out buildings / Landscape: The masjid has a 
small internal, open to sky court with hard paved area. 

Fair 

5.2 Physical Infrastructure Assessment 

Lighting (Natural / Artificial): Adequate natural and artifical lighting.  Fair 

Ventilation (Natural / Artificial): Adequate natural and artifical ventilation. Fair 

Electricity: Adequate provision by MSEB. Weekly power cuts. Fair 

Water Supply: Municipal Council. Good 
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Sanitation: Inadequate provision of toilets and washing areas.  Fair 

Drainage: Adequate.  Good 

Fire Precaution: Not required Not Applicable 

Other (HVAC / BMC / Security) Systems: Not required Not Applicable 

5.3 Maintenance and Repairs Assessment 

Measures: Annual maintenance and repair measures have been 
undertaken, which are inadequate. 

Fair 

Agency and Capacity: Private 
The trust has shown a fair commitment towards maintenance and repairs.  

Good 

5.4  Overall Condition Assessment (based on 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3):   
The building is in a structurally poor condition. The infrastructure necessary 
for the building is in a fair condition. The owners have shown a fair 
commitment towards maintenance and repairs.  
 

FAIR

 0: RUIN / NON EXISTENT  1: POOR 2: FAIR 3: GOOD 

 

6 FUTURE RELEVANCE 

6.1 DP Remarks: Residential Zone.  

Perceived Threats: Weathering and negligence of the structure would lead to its deterioration.   

6.2 Additional Notes / References and Documents Available: Records and information gathered from 
the trust. The area details verified from the Land Records and Revenue departments (Vasai).  

 

7 MISCELLANEOUS 

 Additional Notes / References and Documents Available: Records and information gathered from 
the School Authorities and Grampanchayat. The  area details verified from the Land Records and 
Revenue departments (Vasai) 

 

8 RECOMMENDATIONS & SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

 Incentives need to be provided to the trust for preservation of the building. Technical assistance should 
also be provided so that any extensions made do not destroy the distinctive architectural characteristics 
of the original building. 

 



Street façade of the masjid with fenestrations that open on the street



Internal court leading to the prayer hall
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SR. NO 
 

29 

NAME 
 

VASAI MARKET PRECINCT 

SURVEY NO. 
 

NA 

Plot Area: 900 sq. mts. 

Built-up Area: 00 sq. mts. 

Recorded By: Ninad Kudalkar Reviewed By: Benita  Menezes Date: March 2008 
 

1 IDENTIFICATION & LOCATION 

1.1 Administrative Unit: Vasai Municipal Council 

1.2 Access 

Main Access: Off Zenda Bazaar Road Subsidiary Access: --- 
1.3 Ownership Pattern 

Present: Government (Vasai Municipal Council) Past: Government (Vasai Municipal Council) 
1.4 Use 

Past/ Present: Commercial  Use: Daily  
 

2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  
2.1 Built-in / Date: 16

th
 Century Transformations (if any): Not Available 

Architect: Not Available Architect: Not Available 
2.2 Social – Economic – Political Context and Significance: The markets in VVSR have been sites where 

agrarian commodities produced in the VVSR like rice, vegetables, fish etc. are exchanged. These sites 
have assisted in the development of the local economy lending them value as socio-economic resources. 
The vendors come from the neighbouring villages like Sandor, Kaular Budruk etc. to sell local produce. 
These vendors pay Rs. 5 / day to enter the market.   

 

3 ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 
Site Context / Planning: The market is located along the main spine of the mercantile town of Vasai. It 
connects the main spine to the kund of the Siddheswar Mandir Complex.  
Activity Patterns: Historically, the market traded exotic commodities like betel nuts with Pakistan and the 
Middle East. Presently, the betel nut produce has decreased and it has transformed into a vegetable and 
fish market where vendors squat on the streets or on makeshift platforms.  
Characteristic Elements: The informal bazaar takes place with vendors squatting on the street. Markets 
in the agrarian areas of VVSR exhibit such distinctive physical form. 

 

4 VALUE CLASSIFICATION   

 

P(seh) P(cul) P(arch) 
 

5 CONDITION ASSESMENT 

5.1 Structural System and Materials  Assessment 

Tiling/ Pavement/ Finishes: The informal market spreads across a street 
with vendors squatting in temporary structures.   

Fair  

Compound / Fence / Gate: Not required. Not applicable  

5.2 Physical Infrastructure Assessment 

Lighting (Natural / Artificial): Ample natural lighting.  Fair 

Ventilation (Natural / Artificial): Ample natural ventilation. Fair 

Electricity: None.  Non Existent 

Water Supply: No provision.  Non Existent 

Sanitation: No provision of public toilets. Garbage disposal also presents a 
problem.  

Poor 

Drainage: Adequate.  Fair 

Fire Precaution: Not required. Not applicable 

Other (HVAC / BMC / Security) Systems: Not required. Not applicable 

5.3 Maintenance and Repairs Assessment 
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Measures: The market is rented out to a contractor who takes care of the 
maintenance of the market. It is cleant on a daily basis. However, there 
exists no long term strategy for maintenance and repairs.  

Poor 

Agency and Capacity: Vasai Municipal Council  
The urban local body collects tax from vendors and shop keepers. It 
maintains the bazaar daily by collecting garbage and cleaning the precinct. 
However, these measures prove to be inadequate and strategy for 
providing infrastructure has been formulated.  

Poor 

5.4  Overall Condition Assessment (based on 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3):   
The structures in the market are in a fair condition. The market has a weak 
infrastructure and has been maintained poorly.   
 

POOR

 0: RUIN / NON EXISTENT  1: POOR 2: FAIR 3: GOOD 

 

6 FUTURE RELEVANCE 

6.1 DP Remarks: No reservation.   

Perceived Threats: None identified.     

6.2 Owners / Tenants / Occupants / Community / Organizational Aspirations: None identified.  
 

7 MISCELLANEOUS 

 Additional Notes / References and Documents Available: Records and information has been 
gathered from the Municipal Council. Areas and details verified from the Land Records and Revenue 
Department (Vasai). 

 

8 RECOMMENDATIONS & SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

 The markets or bazaar precincts in the VVSR need an overall management plan which would include 
aspects like resolving movement systems, developing infrastructure, a landscape plan etc. The aspects 
to be included on the basis of a detailed study of the local conditions.  

 



VASAI MARKET 

PRECINCT

VASAI MARKET 

PRECINCT

Vegetable and fruit vendors in the market street



Gutter running along the edge behind the makeshift platform

Vendors squatting in the market street with temporary tarapulin roofs
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SR. NO 
 

30 

NAME 
 

SIR D M PETIT MUNICIPAL 
DISPENSARY 

SURVEY NO. 
 

50 

Plot Area: 1600 sq. mts. 

Built-up Area: 500 sq. mts. 

Recorded By: Vinesh Iyer Reviewed By: Benita Menezes Date: March 2008 
 

1 IDENTIFICATION & LOCATION 

1.1 Administrative Unit: Vasai Municipal Council 

1.2 Access 

Main Access: Zenda Bazaar  Road Subsidiary Access: --- 
1.3 Ownership Pattern 

Present: Government (Vasai Municipal Council) Past: Government (Vasai Municipal Council) 
1.4 Use 

Past/ Present: Institutional (Hospital)  Usage: Daily   
 

2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  
2.1 Built-in / Date: 1860 Transformations (if any): In 1995 as part of a 

programme to upgrade the hospital a new building 
(annexe) was built which has a medical office and 
an operation theatre.  

 Patron: British Government Architect: Not Available 
2.2 Social – Economic – Political Context and Significance: After colonization the British built many 

institutional buildings were setup as part of the administrative machinery. The Dispensary is amongst the 
very few institutional buildings built by the British to provide primary health facilities in the Vasai – Virar 
Sub - Region.  

 

3 ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 
Site Context / Planning: The Dispensary was built amongst several other institutional buildngs along the 
main spine of the mercantile town.  
Internal Planning: The building is rectangular shaped and has a corridor in the centre and offices on the 
right and clinics on the left  .There is a staircase on the left which lead to the rooms on the first floor 
Architectural Characteristics: The Dispensary is a two storied structure having a pitched mangalore tile 
roof and a open court which becomes the multipurpose space. Segmental arched openings characterise 
the façade.  

 

4 VALUE CLASSIFICATION   GRADE 

 

B(his) B(cul) B(seh) B(arch) B(tech) B(lm) B(ev) B(bio) B(reus) III 
 

5 CONDITION ASSESMENT 

5.1 Structural System and Materials  Assessment 

Foundation: Stone Foundation. Cannot be assessed 

Plinth: The height of the plinth is 1.5 ft and finished with rough kota stone. Fair 

Walls: Load bearing stone masonary walls. Minor cracks are evident on the 
surfaces.  

Fair  

Roofing: King-post truss supporting pitched Mangalore tiled roof. Fair 

Fenestration / Openings: Segmental arched openings with wood-paneled 
shutters.  

Fair 

Finishes: The walls are painted with distemper and the doors and windows 
are oil  painted   

Fair 

Compound / Fence / Gate: The dispensary has a high compound wall. Fair 

Curtilege / Unbuilt Space/ Out buildings / Landscape: The dispensary 
has an open space at the back.  

Fair 

5.2 Physical Infrastructure Assessment 
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Lighting (Natural / Artificial): Adequate provision of tubelights and 
windows provide good natural light.  

Fair 

Ventilation (Natural / Artificial): Adequate provision of fans and windows.  Fair 

Electricity: Adequate provision by MSEB. Weekly power cuts. Fair 

Water Supply: Municipal Council provides adequate water supply.  Good 

Sanitation: Inadequate provision of public toilets.  Fair 

Drainage: Adequate.  Good 

Fire Precaution: Not required. Not Applicable 

Other (HVAC / BMC / Security) Systems: Not required Not Applicable 

5.3 Maintenance and Repairs Assessment 

Measures: There is an annual fund allocated for maintenance and repairs 
fund.  

Fair 

Agency and Capacity: Vasai Municipal Council 
A fair commitment towards maintaining the building can be identified. 

Fair 

5.4  Overall Condition Assessment (based on 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3):   
The building is in a structurally fair condition. The infrastructure necessary 
for the school is in a fair condition. The government has shown a fair 
capacity for maintenance and repairs.  
 

FAIR

 0: RUIN / NON EXISTENT  1: POOR 2: FAIR 3: GOOD 

 

6 FUTURE RELEVANCE 

6.1 DP Remarks: Public/ Semi Public Utility; Reserved as a hospital.  

Perceived Threats: Weathering and negligence of the structure would lead to its deterioration.   

6.2 Owners / Tenants / Occupants / Community / Organizational Aspirations: None identified.  
 

7 MISCELLANEOUS 

 Additional Notes / References and Documents Available: Records and information gathered from 
the Council. The area details verified from the Land Records and Revenue departments (Vasai). 

 

8 RECOMMENDATIONS & SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

 Any repairs, modifications, changes, extensions that have to be made to the building should be 
sensitive to the architectural character of the existing building.  

 



D M PETIT MUNICIPAL 

DISPENSARY

D M PETIT 

MUNICIPAL 

DISPENSARY

Vaulted ceiling system which is a distinctive architectural feature of the building



Façade opening on the main street which is covered behind a thick growth of trees

Façade opening on the rear side
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SR. NO 
 

31 

NAME 
 

ZILLA PARISHAD SCHOOL 

SURVEY NO.  
 

51 

Plot Area: 1380 sq. mts. 

Built-up Area: 275 sq. mts. 

Recorded By: Tapan Mittal Reviewed By: Rohit Mujumdar                               Date: March 2008 
 

1 IDENTIFICATION & LOCATION 

1.1 Administrative Unit: Vasai Municipal Council 

1.2 Access 

Main Access: Zenda Bazaar  Road Subsidiary Access: --- 
1.3 Ownership Pattern 

Present: Government (Zilla Parishad) Present: Government (Zilla Parishad) 
1.4 Use 

Past/ Present: Institution (Educational) Usage: Daily 
 

2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  
2.1 Built-in / Date: 1886 Transformations (if any): Not Available 

Patron: Zilla Parishad Architect: Not Available 
2.2 Social – Economic – Political Context and Significance: These schools, historically, have emerged 

out of the efforts of the State to impart education in rural areas. They form the chief source of education -
particularly to the adivasi children and children from weak economic backgrounds in rural areas - even up 
to the present day. In our present contexts where educational initiatives are becoming more and more 
privatized, the initiatves of the government in the form of Zilla Parishad Schools providing subsidized 
education, books, uniforms and daily meals - assume a socio-political significance.  

 

3 ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 
Site Context / Planning: The school was built amongst several other institutional buildngs along the 
main spine of the mercantile town.  
Internal Planning: The school is ‘I’ shaped in plan with a corridor at the front.   

Architectural Characteristics: The ashlar masonary surfaces with arched openings and a mangalore tile 
roof characterise the façade.  

 

4 VALUE CLASSIFICATION   GRADE 

 

B(his) B(cul) B(seh) B(arch) B(tech) B(lm) B(ev) B(bio) B(reus) III 
 

5 CONDITION ASSESMENT 

5.1 Structural System and Materials  Assessment 

Foundation: Stone Foundation. Cannot be assessed 

Plinth: The height of the  plinth is 0.5 ft and made of  stone Fair 

Walls: Load bearing stone masonary walls. Minor cracks are evident on the 
surfaces.  

Fair  

Roofing: King-post truss supporting pitched Mangalore tiled roof.  Fair  

Fenestration / Openings: Segmental arched openings with four wood-
paneled shutters for each window.  

Fair 

Finishes: The doors and windows are oil painted.  Fair 

Compound / Fence / Gate: The school presently has a brick compound 
wall.  

Fair 

Curtilege / Unbuilt Space/ Out buildings / Landscape: The school has 
an open space at the back which is used by the students for recreation.  

Fair 

5.2 Physical Infrastructure Assessment 

Lighting (Natural / Artificial): Ample natural lighting. Inadequate provision 
of artifical lighting, which is regularly out of service. 

Poor  

Ventilation (Natural / Artificial): Adequate natural ventilation. Inadequate 
provision of ceiling fans which are regularly out of service 

Poor  
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Electricity: Adequate provision by MSEB. Weekly power cuts. Fair 

Water Supply: Inadequate supply of water through hand and boring well in 
the premises. 

Poor 

Sanitation: No sanitation facilities Non Existent 

Drainage: Adequate. Fair 

Fire Precaution: Not required Not Applicable 

Other (HVAC / BMC / Security) Systems: Not required Not Applicable 

5.3 Maintenance and Repairs Assessment 

Measures: There is no monthly maintenance and repairs fund. The Zilla 
parishad has annual fund allocated for the school for its functioning, a part 
of the fund is kept for maintenance and repairs. The school hasn’t 
undergone painting since quite a while.  

Poor 

Agency and Capacity: Zilla Parishad  
The school looks for patrons/donors for painting and repair works which is 
carried out annually as the existing grant from the government isn’t 
adequate to take care of the functioning as well as the maintenance 

Poor 

5.4  Overall Condition Assessment (based on 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3):   
The building is in a structurally fair condition. The infrastructure necessary 
for the school is inadequate and in a poor condition. The Zilla Parishad has 
a poor financial capacity for maintenance, repairs and extensions that are 
required.  
 

 

POOR

 0: RUIN / NON EXISTENT  1: POOR 2: FAIR 3: GOOD 

 

6 FUTURE RELEVANCE 

6.1 DP Remarks: Residential Zone in the DP.  

Perceived Threats: Weathering and negligence of the structure would lead to its deterioration.   

6.2 Owners / Tenants / Occupants / Community / Organizational Aspirations: The government has 
plans for computer education and has started providing 1-2 computer in each school for which an 
additional room is required .The school is planning to extend and built toilets. The school wants to build 
more infrastructure for the students but the Government grant is.inadequate.  

 

7 MISCELLANEOUS 

 Additional Notes / References and Documents Available: Records and information gathered from 
the School Authorities and Municipal Council. The area details verified from the Land Records and 
Revenue departments (Vasai).  

 

8 RECOMMENDATIONS & SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

 An extension plan needs to be made that could integrate the heritage aspects of the building into the 
new design. External donations – from other government organizations, private organizations, 
individual or non-governmental organizations should be sought to safeguard the building and provide 
newer infrastructural facilities.  

 



ZILLA PARISHAD SCHOOL
ZILLA PARISHAD SCHOOL

Load bearing structure with Mangalore tile roof which is in a poor condition

The building forms a backdrop to the playground at the rear with a well 



Circular window forming a ventilator

High level windows which touch the roof
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SR. NO 
 

32 

NAME 

SHREE SIDDESHWAR 
MAHADEV MANDIR 

COMPLEX 

SURVEY NO.  
 

98, 104 

Plot Area: 3470 sq. mts. 

Built-up Area: 600 sq. mts. 

Recorded By: Benita Menezes Reviewed By: Rohit Mujumdar                               Date: March 2008 
 

1 IDENTIFICATION & LOCATION 

1.1 Administrative Unit: Vasai Municipal Council 

1.2 Access 

Main Access: Zenda Bazaar Road Subsidiary Access: --- 
1.3 Ownership Pattern 

Present: Trust (Shree Siddheshwar Mahadev Mandir 
Trust) 

Past: Trust (Shree Siddheshwar Mahadev Mandir 
Trust) 

1.4 Use 

Past/ Present: Religious Usage: Daily  
 

2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  
2.1 Built-in / Date: 16

th
 Century  Transformations (if any): Not Available 

Patron: Not Available Architect: Not Available 

2.2 Social – Economic – Political Context and Significance: The 16
th
 Century mercantile town of Vasai 

had a significant population of Hindu traders and merchants. It is in this context that such religious 
buildings were built in this region.  

 

3 ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 
Site Context / Planning: The temple complex is situated along the main spine of the mercantile town has 
five temples and a talav. 
Internal Planning: The deepa stambh is located towards the road edge leading to the temples along the 
E-W axis behind which is situated the tank 
Architectural Characteristics: The tank (Devi Talav) with steps on all edges leading to the water form 
the main architectural element of this temple complex. There are provisions made on the steps to keep oil 
lamps. The deepa stambha, the statue of Nandi at the entrance and the dome of the temple forms the 
other important features. The roofing for all the structures is different architecturally. The main 
Siddheswar Mandir is roofed by a stone dome and on top of the main idol it is covered by a shikhara. The 
‘Pandhra Murlidhar’ temple and the other structures within the complex have roofs with wooden purlins 
and Mangalore tile roofing. 

 

4 VALUE CLASSIFICATION   GRADE 

 

B(his) B(cul) B(seh) B(arch) B(tech) B(lm) B(ev) B(bio) B(reus) II B 
 

5 CONDITION ASSESMENT 

5.1 Structural System and Materials  Assessment 

Foundation: Stone Foundation. Cannot be assessed  

Plinth: Stone plinth which shows cracks. Poor 

Walls: Load bearing stone walls showing weathering and cracks. The 
thickness of the walls varies for all structures. 

Poor  

Roofing: The stone roofs are intact and have been painted. But the 
structures with mangalore tile roofing are leaking at places and the wooden 
purlins have become structurally weak. 

Poor 
 

Fenestration / Openings: Fenestrations have been covered with intricate 
wood jali work. The jali is broken at places 

Poor 
. 

Finishes: The temple walls have been plastered and painted. The 
structures have been painted but have fungi growth on the surfaces. 

Poor 
 

Compound / Fence / Gate: None.  Not applicable 
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Curtilege / Unbuilt Space/ Out buildings / Landscape: The open space 
around the temples acts like a pedestrian thoroughfare but is badly 
maintained. 

Poor 
 

5.2 Physical Infrastructure Assessment 

Lighting (Natural / Artificial): Inadequate provision for artificial lights. Poor 
 

Ventilation (Natural / Artificial): Adequate natural ventilation.  Fair 

Electricity: Adequate provision by MSEB. Weekly power cuts. Fair 

Water Supply: Adequate supply by the Vasai Municipal Council Fair 

Sanitation: There is no provision for any public toilets within the temple 
compound. If these are provided they should be well designed and should 
not hamper the architectural character of the temple complex.  

Poor 
 

Drainage: Adequate storm water drainage provision. Good 

Fire Precaution: Not required. Not applicable 

Other (HVAC / BMC / Security) Systems: Not required. Not applicable 

5.3 Maintenance and Repairs Assessment 

Measures: Painting work of the temple is carried out every year for the 
occasion of Mahashivratri. No long term strategy has been framed.   

Poor 

Agency and Capacity: Shree Siddheshwar Mahadev Mandir Trust. 
Thus the trust does not have enough funds to carry out any restoration or 
conservation work of the temple. It relies presently on donations and would 
need to look for alternative sources for funds. 

Poor 

5.4  Overall Condition Assessment (based on 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3):   
The structure is in a poor condition. The infrastructure necessary is in a fair 
condition. The trust has a poor financial capacity towards maintaining the 
temple.   

POOR

 0: RUIN / NON EXISTENT  1: POOR 2: FAIR 3: GOOD 

 

6 FUTURE RELEVANCE 

6.1 DP Remarks: Public and Social Facility (Reserved as a temple). 

Perceived Threats: Pressures of real estate development and neglect of the structure might lead to a 
loss of this important architectural heritage. 

6.2 Owners / Tenants / Occupants / Community / Organizational Aspirations: None identified.  
 

7 MISCELLANEOUS 

 Additional Notes / References and Documents Available: Records and information gathered from 
the Council. The area details verified from the Land Records and Revenue departments (Vasai). 

 

8 RECOMMENDATIONS & SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

 Any repairs, modifications, changes, extensions that have to be made to the temple should be sensitive 
to the architectural character of the existing building and should be based on an urban design strategy.  

 



SWAMI 

SIDDESHWAR 

MANDIR

SWAMI SIDDESHWAR MANDIR

The main temple within the complex 



Solid waste disposal into the Devi Talav (kund) which exists in the temple complex 

Pandhra Murlidhar temple having a Mangalore tile roof
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SR. NO 
 

33 

NAME 
 
 

ST PETERS CHURCH 

SURVEY NO.  

73, 39/2, 
39/3, 79 

Plot Area: 6165 sq. mts. 

Built-up Area: 800 sq. mts. 

Recorded By: Benita Menezes Reviewed By: Rohit Mujumdar                               Date: March 2008 
 

1 IDENTIFICATION & LOCATION 

1.1 Administrative Unit: Vasai Municipal Council 

1.2 Access 

Main Access: Killa Bundar Road Subsidiary Access: --- 
1.3 Ownership Pattern 

Present: Trust (Vasai Diocese) Past: Trust (Archdiocese of Bombay) 
1.4 Use 

Past/ Present: Religious  Use: Daily  
 

2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  
2.1 Built-in / Date: 1913 Transformations (if any): Additions of ante-rooms. 

Patron: Not Available Architect: Not Available 
2.2 Social – Economic – Political Context and Significance: The Jesuits established their presence by 

initiating catechism classes for the children of Koliwada village, the local leaders and community. This led 
to the building of a makeshift chapel in Koliwada and later into the St. Peter’s Church at this place.  

 

3 ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 
Site Context / Planning: The Church was located at the western edge of the former Vasai Koliwada. The 
Koliwada has now shifted near the Vasai Fort.  The church building has a large open space in the 
foreground which becomes the main congregation space. The open congregational space is a peculiar 
feature of majority of churches in the Vasai – Virar Sub – Region. 
Internal Planning: The church building consists of a large single storey hall with a central naive leading 
up to the raised altar. The church building is two storied with the lower storey used as a church and the 
upper storey has the preists’ residence. 
Architectural Characteristics: The false front façade with the openings for the bells, which like the 
Portuguese churches in Goa is also a distinctive characteristic of the churches in Vasai – Virar Sub –
Region, forms a distinctive element in the surrounding landscape. The double height internal volume of 
the nave has a distinctive segmented wooden truss which supports the mangalore tile pitched roof. 
Segmental arched openings characterise the façade. The flooring is made up of intricately designed 
mosaic tiles - typical of the early twentieth century. The panels between the piers in the nave consist of 
several frescoes.  

 

4 VALUE CLASSIFICATION   GRADE 

 

B(his) B(cul) B(seh) B(arch) B(tech) B(lm) B(ev) B(bio) B(reus) II B 
 

5 CONDITION ASSESMENT 

5.1 Structural System and Materials  Assessment 

Foundation: Stone Foundation. Cannot be asseseed 

Plinth: The height of the plinth is 1 ft.  Good 

Walls: Load bearing brick masonary walls. The front portico, which is a 
recent extension in RCC construction, hides the lower part of the front 
façade.  

Good 

Roofing: Segmented wooden truss supporting pitched mangalore tiled 
roof.  

Good 

Fenestration / Openings: Segmental arched openings with wood-paneled 
shutters.  

Good 

Finishes: The walls are painted with neru/ distemper and the doors and 
windows are oil painted.  Between the iers in the nave are several frescoes 
which form panels.  

Good 
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Compound / Fence / Gate: The church has a brick compound wall on the 
periphery of the complex. 

Good 

Curtilege / Unbuilt Space/ Out buildings / Landscape: The Church has a 
huge open space at the entrance which acts as the main congregation 
space for the people who visit the church.  

Good 

5.2 Physical Infrastructure Assessment 

Lighting (Natural / Artificial): Adequate natural and artificial lighting. Good  

Ventilation (Natural / Artificial): Adequate natural and artificial ventilation 
through celing fans that are hung at the balcony level on long brackets.  

Good 

Electricity: Adequate provision by MSEB. Weekly power cuts. Fair  

Water Supply: Vasai Municipal Council Supplies water. 1 well and 1 bore 
well  exist in the compound  

Good 

Sanitation: The church has a provision of public toilets.  Good  

Drainage: Adequate storm water drainage provision. Good 

Fire Precaution: Not required. Not applicable 

Other (HVAC / BMC / Security) Systems: Not required. Not applicable 

5.3 Maintenance and Repairs Assessment 

Measures: There is monthly maintenance kept a side from the collections 
box which is used for the repair and painting works. The Church has annual 
fund allocated for its functioning, a part of the fund is also kept for 
maintenance and repairs. The church was last painted and repaired in 
2004. The altar and the frescos were also touched-up at the same time.  

Good 

Agency and Capacity: Vasai Diocese 
The Trust has the capacity to generate enough funds for regular 
maintenance and repairs. 

Good 

5.4  Overall Condition Assessment (based on 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3):   
The building is in a good structural condition and has a good level of 
infrastructure for the public nature of its programme. It is maintained in a 
good condition by the trust. 
 

GOOD

 0: RUIN / NON EXISTENT  1: POOR 2: FAIR 3: GOOD 

 

6 FUTURE RELEVANCE 

6.1 DP Remarks: Reserved as Public/Semi Public Usage (Church). 

Perceived Threats: With an increase in parishioners extensions to the church are imminent. These 
extensions if carried out insensitively could destroy the important architectural characteristics present. 

6.2 Owners / Tenants / Occupants / Community / Organizational Aspirations: Not identified. 
 

7 MISCELLANEOUS 

 Additional Notes / References and Documents Available: Records and information gathered from 
the Council, Parish Church and local representatives, experts and authorities. The area details verified 
from the Land Records Department (Vasai). 

 

8 RECOMMENDATIONS & SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

 The extensions to the church should be undertaken in a manner such that they do not destroy the 
distinctive architectural characteristics of the original building. 

 



ST. PETERS CHURCH

ST. PETERS CHURCH

Mangalore tile pitched roofs over the linear structure Segmented wooden trusses over load bearing piers and between 
which are the frescoes depicting local stories of Christ

False front façade of the church with openings fo bells



Ornate altar and intricately designed early twentieth century mosaic tiles 
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SR. NO 
 

34 a 

NAME 
 

RAMPART WALL 

SURVEY NO.  
 

35, 67 

Plot Area: 404000 sq. mts. 

Built-up Area: --- 

Recorded By: Tapan Mittal Reviewed By: Benita Menezes  Date: March 2008 
 

1 IDENTIFICATION & LOCATION 

1.1 Administrative Unit: Vasai Municipal Council 

1.2 Access 

Main Access: Par Naka – Killa Bunder Road Subsidiary Access: --- 
1.3 Ownership Pattern 

Present: Archaeological Survey of India Past: Portuguese 
1.4 Use 

Past: Fortifications 
Present: Tourism  

Usage: Occasional  

 

2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  
2.1 Built-in / Date: 1536 - 1600 Transformations (if any): Not Available 

Patron: Portuguese Architect: Not Available 
2.2 Social – Economic – Political Context and Significance: In I534 Bassein with the land in its neigh-

bourhood was ceded to the Portuguese by Bahadur Shah, king of Gujarat. The Bassein Fort was 
established by the Portuguese and remained under their control until 1739. The rampart wall was built to  
defend the Portuguese city along the Vasai Creek and its residents.  

 

3 ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 
Site Context / Planning: The circuit of the oval shaped Rampart Wall of the fort occupies a total built up 
area of 110 acres and is 1.056 miles form east to west. This outer fortress wall has been demolished in 
parts to make way for roads, lanes, or new development.  
Internal Planning: Elongated and heptagonal in shape, the wall interconnects ten bastions from the west 
to the east. Each bastion, an independent structure, differs from the other in size, shape and design and 
each holds a few structures on its landing. Encroachment, hutments abutting certain parts of the wall exist 
in certain parts.  
Architectural Characteristics: A continuous massive wall, it is broader along the portion of land and 
narrower on side of the sea and creek as well as thicker in section on side of the sea and thinner on side 
of the land. Secret passages existed within the wall for escape either by sea or by land. Stone steps lead 
to the top of each bastion. Steps are broken at many places rendering the bastions inaccessible. 

 

4 VALUE CLASSIFICATION   GRADE 

 

B(his) B(cul) B(seh) B(arch) B(tech) B(lm) B(ev) B(bio) B(reus) I 
 

5 CONDITION ASSESMENT 

5.1 Structural System and Materials  Assessment 

Foundation: Stone Foundation. Cannot be asseseed 

Plinth: Not required. Not Applicable 

Walls: Stone masonry walls (double wall construction) tapering with 
increasing heights. Two parallel stone partition walls with mud-filled within 
the vacant space (to prevent the enemy from penetrating through it).  

Fair  

Roofing: Not required. Not Applicable 

Fenestration / Openings: The outer wall of the double wall construction is 
higher with openings for cannonballs and gunfire. 

Poor 

Finishes: None. Non Existent 

Compound / Fence / Gate: The rampart wall forms the fortification / gate. 
Broken at places.  

Fair  

Curtilege / Unbuilt Space/ Out buildings / Landscape: Uncontrolled 
growth of vegetation.  

Poor 
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5.2 Physical Infrastructure Assessment 

Lighting (Natural / Artificial): Inadequate artificial lighting.  Poor 

Ventilation (Natural / Artificial): Not required. Not applicable  

Electricity: MSEB. Weekly power cuts. Fair  

Water Supply: Not required. Not applicable  

Sanitation: Not required. Not applicable  

Drainage: Not required.  Not applicable  

Fire Precaution: Not required. Not Applicable 

Other (HVAC / BMC / Security) Systems: Not required. Not Applicable 

5.3 Maintenance and Repairs Assessment 

Measures: None envisaged or carried out over several years. Non Existent 

Agency and Capacity: Archaeological Survey of India 
The Archaeological Survey of India has shown a very poor commitment 
towards restoring and maintaining this structure which has a national 
significance. 

Non Existent 

5.4  Overall Condition Assessment (based on 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3):   
The structure is in a fair condition. The physical infrastructure is in a poor 
condition. Maintenance and repairs are non-existent.   

POOR 

 0: RUIN / NON EXISTENT  1: POOR 2: FAIR 3: GOOD 

 

6 FUTURE RELEVANCE 

6.1 DP Remarks: Reserved as a Place of Historical Importance. 

Perceived Threats: Neglect of buildings of national importance like this which exist in the fort would 
lead to their deterioration and decay.  

6.2 Owners / Tenants / Occupants / Community / Organizational Aspirations: None identified.   
 

7 MISCELLANEOUS 

 Additional Notes / References and Documents Available: Records and information gathered from 
the Council and local experts. The area details verified from the Land Records Department (Vasai). 
Additional historical information has been sourced from the Imperial Gazetteer of India, 
http://dsal.uchicago.edu/ and Dr. Da Cunha, Antiquities of Bassein (Bombay, 1876). 

  

8 RECOMMENDATIONS & SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

 This structure needs a restoration and a management plan to be implemented on a priority basis.  

 



THE RAMPART WALL

THE RAMPART WALL

Sea gate of the Rampart Wall



Steps leading on top of the rampart wall 

A section of the rampart wall with buttresses 
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SR. NO 
 

34 b 

NAME 
 

ST ANTHONY’S CHURCH 

SURVEY NO.  
 

24 A 

Plot Area: 6235 sq. mts. 

Built-up Area: 965 sq. mts. 

Recorded By: Tapan Mittal Reviewed By: Benita Menezes Date: March 2008 
 

1 IDENTIFICATION & LOCATION 

1.1 Administrative Unit: Vasai Municipal Council 

1.2 Access 

Main Access: Par Naka – Killa Bunder Road Subsidiary Access: Formerly known as Royal Street 
1.3 Ownership Pattern 

Present: Government (Archaeological Survey of 
India) 

Past: Portuguese (Archdiocese of Goa) 

1.4 Use 

Past/ Present: Religious Usage: Unused  
 

2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  
2.1 Built-in / Date: 1537 Transformations (if any): Not Available 

Patron: Portuguese Architect: Not Available 
2.2 Social – Economic – Political Context and Significance: In I534 Bassein with the land in its neigh-

bourhood was ceded to the Portuguese by Bahadur Shah, king of Gujarat. The Bassein Fort was 
established by the Portuguese and remained under their control until 1739. Amongst other important 
buildings, the walled city of Bassien Fort consisted of five convents with churches attached to them. This 
Franciscan church dedicated to St Anthony is a part of one of the convents.  

 

3 ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 
Site Context / Planning: This church is located close to the Land Gate of the Vasai Fort.  

Internal Planning: There are three entrances to the church, 5 chapels on the north and two on the south. 
One of the chapels was used as the baptistery and there is a huge grave in the sanctuary. The internal 
court (80’ x 91’) contained a fountain and a rectangular well. A spacious hall, probably the dining hall of 
the Convent, had sitting arrangements all along the wall. 
Architectural Characteristics: A 37’ long flying arch, supporting the choir at the height of 21’ spans the 
entire width of the nave. The Bell Tower 16’3” x 15’2” looks like one of the Jesuits or that of the 
Dominican. 75’ of the tower is still in a good state of preservation. A number of tombstones exist within 
the church and monastery. An elevated niche is designed to mount the statue of St. Anthony on the main 
altar with steps leading to it. A cloister with 6 columns on each of the four sides remains of the historical 
college complex – Convent of the Church still shows part of the original red colour of the wall intact in 
places. 

 

4 VALUE CLASSIFICATION   GRADE 

 

B(his) B(cul) B(seh) B(arch) B(tech) B(lm B(ev) B(bio) B(reus) I 
 

5 CONDITION ASSESMENT 

5.1 Structural System and Materials  Assessment 

Foundation: Stone Foundation. Cannot be asseseed 

Plinth: Stone plinth.   Ruin 

Walls: Load bearing stone masonary. Ruin 

Roofing: The vaulted stone roof over the altar is intact but the roof over the 
nave is missing.  

Ruin 

Fenestration / Openings: Semi circular or flat arched openings which are 
broken at places. The doors and windows in the structure are missing.  

Ruin 

Finishes: The church shows a high wear and tear but part of the original 
red colour of the wall intact in places. 

Poor 

Compound / Fence / Gate: None Not applicable 

Curtilege / Unbuilt Space/ Out buildings / Landscape: None Not applicable 
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5.2 Physical Infrastructure Assessment 

Lighting (Natural / Artificial): The church is unused and does not have 
artificial lighting.  

Ruin 

Ventilation (Natural / Artificial): The church is unused and does not have 
artificial ventilation. 

Ruin 

Electricity: The church is unused and does not have a provision for 
electricity. 

Non Existent 

Water Supply: The church is unused but there exists a well in the 
courtyard which is unused.  

Non Existent 

Sanitation: None.  Non Existent 

Drainage: None. Non Existent 

Fire Precaution: Not required. Not Applicable 

Other (HVAC / BMC / Security) Systems: Not required. Not Applicable 

5.3 Maintenance and Repairs Assessment 

Measures: No measures have been taken for preservation and restoration.  Non Existent 

Agency and Capacity: Archaeological Survey of India 
The Archaeological Survey of India has shown a very poor commitment 
towards restoring and maintaining this structure which has a national 
significance.  

Non Existent 

5.4  Overall Condition Assessment (based on 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3):   
The structure, the physical infrastructure and the maintenance are either in 
ruin or non-existent.   

RUIN

 0: RUIN / NON EXISTENT  1: POOR 2: FAIR 3: GOOD 

 

6 FUTURE RELEVANCE 

6.1 DP Remarks: Reserved as a Place of Historical Importance.  

Perceived Threats: Neglect of buildings of national importance like this which exist in the fort would 
lead to their deterioration and decay.  

6.2 Owners / Tenants / Occupants / Community / Organizational Aspirations: None identified.   
 

7 MISCELLANEOUS 

 Additional Notes / References and Documents Available: Records and information gathered from 
the Council and local experts. The area details verified from the Land Records Department (Vasai). 
Additional historical information has been sourced from the Imperial Gazetteer of India, 
http://dsal.uchicago.edu/ and Dr. Da Cunha, Antiquities of Bassein (Bombay, 1876). 

 

8 RECOMMENDATIONS & SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

The building needs a restoration and a management plan to be implemented on a priority basis.  

 



35B ST ANTHONYS CHURCH
35B ST ANTHONYS CHURCH

Main entrance to the church

Internal court of the church



Main hall of the church in the foreground and in the background 37’ long flying arch which spans across the nave and supports the choir
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SR. NO 
 

34c 

NAME 
 

CHURCH OF HOLY NAME 
OF JESUS 

SURVEY NO. 
 

37 

Plot Area: 6000 sq. mts. 

Built-up Area: 2000 sq. mts. 

Recorded By: Tapan Mittal Reviewed By: Benita Menezes Date: March 2008 
 

1 IDENTIFICATION & LOCATION 

1.1 Administrative Unit: Vasai Municipal Council 

1.2 Access 

Main Access: Formerly known as Royal Street Subsidiary Access: --- 
1.3 Ownership Pattern 

Present: Government (Archaeological Survey of 
India) 

Past: Portuguese (Archdiocese of Goa) 

1.4 Use 

Past/ Present: Religious Usage: Occasional 
 

2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  
2.1 Built-in / Date: 1549 - 1578 Transformations (if any): --- 

Patron: Portuguese Architect: Not Available 
2.2 Social – Economic – Political Context and Significance: In I534 Bassein with the land in its neigh-

bourhood was ceded to the Portuguese by Bahadur Shah, king of Gujarat. The Bassein Fort was 
established by the Portuguese and remained under their control until 1739. Amongst other important 
buildings, the walled city of Bassien Fort consisted of five convents with churches attached to them. This 
church was annexed to the the Convent / College in 1560.  

 

3 ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 
Site Context / Planning: This chrch lies between the the St. Anthony’s Church and the Gonsalo Garcia 
Orphange. The back wing of the building extended upto the Rampart Wall, with openings from the upper 
level onto the wall. 
Internal Planning: The Northern entrance leads to the interior of the church, which has the empty 
sanctuary with three minar-elevated platforms in front of it. Next to the belfry, on the southern end of the 
church is a large rectangular sacristy meant for storage of sacred vessels, books, vestments and other 
accessories. The College quadrangle was a single storied structure with upper and lower gallery. All 
along the quadrangle were the refectory, kitchen, lecture halls, sacristy and guest rooms. 
Architectural Characteristics: The western façade is characterised by columns with fluted shafts and 
Corinthian capitals. A Jesuit monogram sits on the top of the semi-circular gable end 65’ high. A bell 
tower without the steeple, belonging to the Romanesque style, has been repaired over the years and 
stands intact. 25 winding steps of interlocked stone lead to the first level – the priest’s residence. The 
open space within the square of the Convent (56’6”) held one of the most famous bastions of Dom 

Bacaim. 
 

4 VALUE CLASSIFICATION   GRADE 

B(his) B(cul) B(seh) B(arch) B(tech) B(lm) B(ev) B(bio) B(reus) I 
 

5 CONDITION ASSESMENT 

5.1 Structural System and Materials  Assessment 

Foundation: Stone Foundation. Cannot be asseseed 

Plinth: Stone plinth.   Fair 

Walls: Stone masonry – thicker external walls, with thinner entrance walls. 
Some of the walls have been tied up with iron bars to prevent cracking.  

Fair 

Roofing: Vaulted chambers in the sanctuary and private rooms. Wooden 
trusses supporting a pitched mangalore tile roof in the nave. The wooden 
truss and mangalore tile roof has been restored.   

Fair 

Fenestration / Openings: Semi-circular, segmental and flat arched 
openings. Some of the windows and doors have been restored. The 

Fair 
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restoration has been done unsatisfactorily.  

Finishes: The walls have been recently plastered with cement concrete.  Fair  

Compound / Fence / Gate: None. Not applicable 

Curtilege / Unbuilt Space/ Out buildings / Landscape: None.  Not applicable 

5.2 Physical Infrastructure Assessment 

Lighting (Natural / Artificial): Inadequate provision of artificial lighting.  Poor 

Ventilation (Natural / Artificial): Inadequate provision of artificial 
ventilation. 

Poor 

Electricity: The church is unused and does not have a provision for 
electicity. 

Non Existent 

Water Supply: The church is unused but there exists a well in the 
courtyard which is unused.  

Non Existent 

Sanitation: None.  Non Existent 

Drainage: None. Non Existent 

Fire Precaution: Not required. Not Applicable 

Other (HVAC / BMC / Security) Systems: Not required. Not Applicable 

5.3 Maintenance and Repairs Assessment 

Measures: The Archaeological Survey Of India has undertaken restoration 
work of this heritage asset. However, the insensitive restoration work to the 
structure is a cause of concern. 

Fair 

Agency and Capacity: Archaeological Survey of India 
The Archaeological Survey of India has shown a fair amount of commitment 
towards restoring and maintaining this structure which has a national 
significance.  

Fair 

5.4  Overall Condition Assessment (based on 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3):   
The building is in a fair structural condition. The infrastructure required for 
the building is poor. It is maintained in a fair condition. 
 

 

FAIR

 0: RUIN / NON EXISTENT  1: POOR 2: FAIR 3: GOOD 

  

6 FUTURE RELEVANCE 

6.1 DP Remarks: Reserved as a Place of Historical Importance.  

Perceived Threats: The ASI is currently carrying out structural repairs and finishes to the structure. 
However the restorations are not sensitive to the historic structure which could permanently cause 
damage. 

6.2 Owners / Tenants / Occupants / Community / Organizational Aspirations: None identified.   
  

7 MISCELLANEOUS 

Additional Notes / References and Documents Available: Records and information gathered from 
the Council and local experts. The area details verified from the Land Records Department (Vasai). 
Additional historical information has been sourced from the Imperial Gazetteer of India, 
http://dsal.uchicago.edu/ and Dr. Da Cunha, Antiquities of Bassein (Bombay, 1876). 

  

8 RECOMMENDATIONS & SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

 The current restoration work is insensitive and its weaknesses should be addressed immediately.  

 



35C THE CHUCH 

OF THE 

HOLY NAME OF 

JESUS
35C THE CHUCH OF THE 

HOLY NAME OF JESUS

Bell tower of the church which is partially in a broken condition



Segmented wooden trusses supporting the prayer hall – which is the only used one amongst all 
churches within the fort

Front façade having decorative columns and symbols undergoing restoration
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SR. NO 
 

34 d 

NAME 
 

THE CITADEL 

SURVEY NO.  
 

22 

Plot Area: 20230 sq. mts. 

Built-up Area: 10870 sq. mts. 

Recorded By: Tapan Mittal Reviewed By: Benita Menezes Date: March 2008 
 

1 IDENTIFICATION & LOCATION 

1.1 Administrative Unit: Vasai Municipal Council 

1.2 Access 

Main Access: Par Naka – Killa Bunder Road Subsidiary Access: Formerly known as Royal Street 
1.3 Ownership Pattern 

Present: Government (Archaeological Survey of 
India) 

Past: Portuguese  

1.4 Use 

Past: Fortification and General’s House 
Present: Tourism, Fishing net drying and mending   

Usage: Occasional 

 

2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  
2.1 Built-in / Date: 1535 Transformations (if any): Not Available 

Patron: Portuguese Architect: Not Available 
2.2 Social – Economic – Political Context and Significance: In I534 Bassein with the land in its neigh-

bourhood was ceded to the Portuguese by Bahadur Shah, king of Gujarat. The Bassein Fort was 
established by the Portuguese and remained under their control until 1739. The Captain of the Fortress 
originally resided within the citadel, but with the construction of the outer rampart wall, his residence was 
shifted to the Bastion of St. Sebastian and this palace made way for the residence of the General of the 
North. 

 

3 ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 
Site Context / Planning: Rectangular in form, the citadel is almost centrally located within the fortification 
walls.  
Internal Planning: The citadel admeasures 450’ x 300’, and in addition to a tower has three bastions. 
With a central large open space and a well, the rampart structures are located abutting the wall within the 
citadel.  
Architectural Characteristics: Since the walls of the citadel were not very high, this was considered as
the weakest fortress. The entrance to the citadel is characterised by a semi-circular arched gateway with 
Corinthian columns. The inner gate also shows similar vocabulary, with stone masonry highlighted by the 
double columns and stone dressed in the style of Muslim architecture. The decorative carvings have 
deteriorated with time. There exists a small water body within the citadel.  

 

4 VALUE CLASSIFICATION   GRADE 

 

B(his) B(cul) B(seh) B(arch) B(tech) B(lm) B(ev) B(bio) B(reus) I 
 

5 CONDITION ASSESMENT 

5.1 Structural System and Materials  Assessment 

 Foundation: Stone Foundation. Cannot be asseseed 

Plinth: Stone plinth.   Ruin 

Walls: Dressed stone masonry walls. Rising dampness observed within the 
walls. The walls enclosing the citadel are still structurally intact. However, 
the structures within the citadel are in partial existence and no longer in 
use. 

Ruin  

Roofing: None. Ruin 

Fenestration / Openings: Semi-circular arched gateways and openings Ruin 

Finishes: No pointing and typically not much mortar used. Ruin 

Compound / Fence / Gate: The external wall acts as a fortification / fence.  Ruin 

Curtilege / Unbuilt Space/ Out buildings / Landscape: Uncontrolled Poor 
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growth of vegetation in and around the citadel 

5.2 Physical Infrastructure Assessment 

Lighting (Natural / Artificial): The Citadel is unused and does not have 
artificial lighting.  

Ruin 

Ventilation (Natural / Artificial): The Citadel is unused and does not have 
artificial ventilation. 

Ruin 

Electricity: The Citadel is unused and does not have a provision for 
electicity. 

Non Existent 

Water Supply: There is water body in the Citadel which is unused.  Non Existent 

Sanitation: None.  Non Existent 

Drainage: None. Non Existent 

Fire Precaution: Not required. Not Applicable 

Other (HVAC / BMC / Security) Systems: Not required. Not Applicable 

5.3 Maintenance and Repairs Assessment 

Measures: None envisaged or carried out over several years. Non Existent 

Agency and Capacity: Archaeological Survey of India 
The Archaeological Survey of India has shown a very poor commitment 
towards restoring and maintaining this structure which has a national 
significance.  

Non Existent 

5.4  Overall Condition Assessment (based on 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3):   
The structure, the physical infrastructure and the maintenance are either in 
ruin or non-existent.   

RUIN

 
0: RUIN / NON EXISTENT  1: POOR 2: FAIR 3: GOOD 

 

6 FUTURE RELEVANCE 

6.1 DP Remarks: Reserved as a Place of Historical Importance.  

Perceived Threats: Neglect of buildings of national importance like this which exist in the fort would 
lead to their deterioration and decay.  

6.2 Owners / Tenants / Occupants / Community / Organizational Aspirations: The community from 
Vasai Fishing Village uses the citadel to dry and mend nets. They aspire to use the citadel in the future 
as they lack space for this activity.  

 

7 MISCELLANEOUS 

 Additional Notes / References and Documents Available: Records and information gathered from 
the Council and local experts. The area details verified from the Land Records Department (Vasai). 
Additional historical information has been sourced from the Imperial Gazetteer of India, 
http://dsal.uchicago.edu/ and Dr. Da Cunha, Antiquities of Bassein (Bombay, 1876). 

 

8 RECOMMENDATIONS & SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

 The building needs a restoration and a management plan to be implemented on a priority basis. While 
the conservation of the Citadel is necessary, an institutional mechanism needs to be formulated which 
allows the fishing communities to use it for their activities and simultaneously participate in its 
maintenance and upkeep. 

 



35D THE CITADEL

35D THE CITADEL

Decorative columns and a semi circular arched opening forming the entrance to the citadel



The exterior wall of the citadel – the inner fortification

Spaces within the citadel used by the fishermen for net mending
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SR. NO 
 

34 e 

NAME 
 

CHURCH OF OUR LADY OF 
LIFE  

SURVEY NO. 
  

22 

Plot Area: 20230 sq. mts. 

Built-up Area: 450 sq. mts. 

Recorded By: Tapan Mittal Reviewed By: Benita Menezes Date: March 2008 
 

1 IDENTIFICATION & LOCATION 

1.1 Administrative Unit: Vasai Municipal Council 

1.2 Access 

Main Access: Par Naka – Killa Bunder Road Subsidiary Access: Formerly known as Royal Street 
1.3 Ownership Pattern 

Present: Government (Archaeological Survey of 
India) 

Past: Portuguese (Archdiocese of Goa) 

1.4 Use 

Past/ Present: Religious Usage: Unused  
 

2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  
2.1 Built-in / Date: 1536 Transformations (if any): Not Available 

Patron: Portuguese Architect: Not Available 
2.2 Social – Economic – Political Context and Significance: In I534 Bassein with the land in its neigh-

bourhood was ceded to the Portuguese by Bahadur Shah, king of Gujarat. The Bassein Fort was 
established by the Portuguese and remained under their control until 1739. Amongst other important 
buildings, the walled city of Bassien Fort consisted of five convents with churches attached to them. This 
church was attached to the Citadel.  

 

3 ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 
Site Context / Planning: Located within an open ground to the north of the Citadel complex, the church 
entrance faces the west. It was also called the Garrison Church and had an entrance from within the 
citadel-side so that the people from the Garrison could easily enter. 
Internal Planning: With the access from the three edges of the church (north, south & west), the nave 
and the pulpit are planned along the northern wall. It was from here that the priest used to preach the 
Garrison. There were two side-altars. The Sanctuary (30’ x 22’) was accessed by only the clergies during 
liturgical services. The residences of the priest were located behind the church. The priest’s residence 
has completely crumbled and what remains are a few broken steps which lead to a Bastion located at the 
entrance of the citadel. 
Architectural Characteristics: The façade of the entrance wall is characterised by two Corinthian 
columns which support the elaborately decorative friezes. The northern wall of the nave shows two lancet 
windows with two side altars and the pulpit. A lofty and well designed Chancel Arch of finely dressed 
basalt characterizes the Sanctuary. A huge window on the northern side, surrounded by green stones, 
throws ample light within.  

 

4 VALUE CLASSIFICATION   GRADE 

 

B(his) B(cul) B(seh) B(arch) B(tech) B(lm) B(ev) B(bio) B(reus) I 
 

5 CONDITION ASSESMENT 

5.1 Structural System and Materials  Assessment 

 Foundation: Stone Foundation. Cannot be asseseed 

Plinth: Stone plinth.   Ruin 

Walls: Load bearing stone masonary. Growth of trees and creepers 
observed on the walls. 

Ruin 

Roofing: The stone roof over the altar is intact but the roof over the nave is 
missing.  

Ruin 

Fenestration / Openings: Semi-circular, segmental and flat arched 
openings which are broken in places.   

Ruin 

Finishes: The church shows a high wear and tear and none of the finishes 
can be observed.  

Ruin 
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Compound / Fence / Gate: None Not applicable 

Curtilege / Unbuilt Space/ Out buildings / Landscape: None Not applicable 

5.2 Physical Infrastructure Assessment 

Lighting (Natural / Artificial): The church is unused and does not have 
artificial lighting.  

Ruin 

Ventilation (Natural / Artificial): The church is unused and does not have 
artificial ventilation. 

Ruin 

Electricity: The church is unused and does not have a provision for 
electricity. 

Non Existent 

Water Supply: The church is unused and does not have a provision for 
water supply.  

Not Applicable 

Sanitation: None.  Non Existent 

Drainage: None. Non Existent 

Fire Precaution: Not required. Not Applicable 

Other (HVAC / BMC / Security) Systems: Not required. Not Applicable 

5.3 Maintenance and Repairs Assessment 

Measures: No measures have been taken for preservation and restoration.  Non Existent 

Agency and Capacity: Archaeological Survey of India 
The Archaeological Survey of India has shown a very poor commitment 
towards restoring and maintaining this structure which has a national 
significance.  

Non Existent 

5.4  Overall Condition Assessment (based on 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3):   
The structure, the physical infrastructure and the maintenance are either in 
ruin or non-existent.   

RUIN

 0: RUIN / NON EXISTENT  1: POOR 2: FAIR 3: GOOD 

 

6 FUTURE RELEVANCE 

6.1 DP Remarks: Reserved as a Place of Historical Importance.  

Perceived Threats: Neglect of buildings of national importance like this which exist in the fort would 
lead to their deterioration and decay.  

6.2 Owners / Tenants / Occupants / Community / Organizational Aspirations: None identified.   
 

7 MISCELLANEOUS 

 Additional Notes / References and Documents Available: Records and information gathered from 
the Council and local experts. The area details verified from the Land Records Department (Vasai). 
Additional historical information has been sourced from the Imperial Gazetteer of India, 
http://dsal.uchicago.edu/ and Dr. Da Cunha, Antiquities of Bassein (Bombay, 1876). 

 

8 RECOMMENDATIONS & SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

 The building needs a restoration and a management plan to be implemented on a priority basis.  

 



35E OUR LADY OF LIFE CHURCH

35E OUR LADY 

OF LIFE 

CHURCH

Detail of the internal wall of the prayer hall  



The altar having a stone vaulted ceiling and semi-circular arched openings

Front façade of the church – Corinthian columns and decorative friezes, rose window at the upper level 
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SR. NO 
 

34 f 

NAME 
 

THE JAIL 

SURVEY NO.  
 

37 

Plot Area: NA 

Built-up Area: 165 sq. mts. 

Recorded By: Tapan Mittal Reviewed By: Benita Menezes  Date: April 2008 
 

1 IDENTIFICATION & LOCATION 

1.1 Administrative Unit: Vasai Municipal Council 

1.2 Access 

Main Access: Road leading to Vasai Pier Subsidiary Access: Formerly called the Royal Street  
1.3 Ownership Pattern 

Present: Archaeological Survey of India Past: Portuguese 
1.4 Use 

Past: Institution; Present : Redundant Usage:  
 

2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  
2.1 Built-in / Date: 1639 Transformations (if any): Not Available 

Patron: Portuguese Architect: Not Available 
2.2 Social – Economic – Political Context and Significance: In I534 Bassein with the land in its neigh-

bourhood was ceded to the Portuguese by Bahadur Shah, king of Gujarat. The Bassein Fort was 
established by the Portuguese and remained under their control until 1739. An inscribed slab now 
preserved in the Prince of Wales Museum of Western India, Bombay gives us the particular details of the 
jail. The structure must have been buit around 1639, as that was the year when Andre, Salema Da Cunha 
was the Captain of Vasai.  

 

3 ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 
Site Context / Planning: The jail, located next to the Citadel lies centrally within the fortification walls. 

Internal Planning: Not Available.  

Architectural Characteristics: The walls having the semi-circular and rectangular arched openings form 
the chief architectural characteristics.  

 

4 VALUE CLASSIFICATION   GRADE 

 

B(his) B(cul) B(seh) B(arch) B(tech) B(lm) B(ev) B(bio) B(reus) I 
 

5 CONDITION ASSESMENT 

5.1 Structural System and Materials  Assessment 

Foundation: Stone Foundation. Cannot be asseseed 

Plinth: Stone plinth.   Ruin 

Walls: Load bearing stone masonary walls. Nothing remains of the 
structure, except for its walls, covered with fungal growth and uncontrolled 
vegetation 

Ruin 

Roofing: The roof of the jail is missing.  Non Existent 

Fenestration / Openings: Semi-circular and flat arched openings which 
are broken in places.   

Ruin 

Finishes: The church shows a high wear and tear and none of the finishes 
can be observed.  

Ruin 

Compound / Fence / Gate: None Not applicable 

Curtilege / Unbuilt Space/ Out buildings / Landscape: None Not applicable 

5.2 Physical Infrastructure Assessment 

Lighting (Natural / Artificial): The jail is unused and does not have 
artificial lighting.  

Ruin 

Ventilation (Natural / Artificial): The jail is unused and does not have 
artificial ventilation. 

Ruin 

Electricity: The jail is unused and does not have a provision for electricity. Non Existent 
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Water Supply: The jail is unused and does not have a provision for water 
supply.  

Not Applicable 

Sanitation: None.  Non Existent 

Drainage: None. Non Existent 

Fire Precaution: Not required. Not Applicable 

Other (HVAC / BMC / Security) Systems: Not required. Not Applicable 

5.3 Maintenance and Repairs Assessment 

Measures: No measures have been taken for preservation and restoration.  Non Existent 

Agency and Capacity: Archaeological Survey of India 
The Archaeological Survey of India has shown a very poor commitment 
towards restoring and maintaining this structure which has a national 
significance.  

Non Existent 

5.4  Overall Condition Assessment (based on 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3):   
The structure, the physical infrastructure and the maintenance are either in 
ruin or non-existent.   

RUIN

 0: RUIN / NON EXISTENT  1: POOR 2: FAIR 3: GOOD 

 

6 FUTURE RELEVANCE 

6.1 DP Remarks: Reserved as a Place of Historical Importance.  

Perceived Threats: Neglect of buildings of national importance like this which exist in the fort would 
lead to their deterioration and decay.  

6.2 Owners / Tenants / Occupants / Community / Organizational Aspirations: None identified.   
 

7 MISCELLANEOUS 

 Additional Notes / References and Documents Available: Records and information gathered from 
the Council and local experts. The area details verified from the Land Records Department (Vasai). 
Additional historical information has been sourced from the Imperial Gazetteer of India, 
http://dsal.uchicago.edu/ and Dr. Da Cunha, Antiquities of Bassein (Bombay, 1876). 

 

8 RECOMMENDATIONS & SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

 The building needs a restoration and a management plan to be implemented on a priority basis.  

 



35F THE JAIL

35F THE JAIL

Rectangular and semi-circular arched openings are the chief architectural elements

Growth of trees and shrubs within the structure



Entrance to the jail building with a partially broken staircase in the background
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SR. NO 
 

 34 g 

NAME 
 

CHIMAJI APPA TEMPLE 
(Nageshwari and Vajreshwari) 

SURVEY NO.  
 

22 

Plot Area: 13070 sq. mts. 

Built-up Area: 1915 sq. mts. 

Recorded By: Tapan Mittal Reviewed By: Benita Menezes  Date: March 2008 
 

1 IDENTIFICATION & LOCATION 

1.1 Administrative Unit: Vasai Muncipal Council 

1.2 Access 

Main Access: Par Naka – Killa Bunder Road Subsidiary Access: Formerly known as Royal Street 
1.3 Ownership Pattern 

Present: Trust (Vajreshwari and Nageshwari 
Devasthan Trust)               

Present: Trust (Vajreshwari and Nageshwari 
Devasthan Trust)               

1.4 Use 

Past/ Present: Religious Usage: Daily 
 

2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  
2.1 Built-in / Date: 1739 Transformations (if any): 1970 an additional RCC 

structure added around the the original shrine.  
Patron: Chimaji Appa Architect: Not Available 

2.2 Social – Economic – Political Context and Significance: In I534 Bassein with the land in its neigh-
bourhood was ceded to the Portuguese by Bahadur Shah, king of Gujarat. The Bassein Fort was 
established by the Portuguese and remained under their control until 1739. After a siege of three months
in 1739, conducted on the land and sea sides, the Portuguese Garrison was forced to retreat and the 
town and district of Bassein passed into the hands of the Peshwa. The temple marks the shift of power in 
the highly contested 18

th
 century Bassein (Vasai) from the Portuguese to the Marathas lending it an 

immense historical significance.  
 

3 ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 
Site Context / Planning: The Nageshwar and Vajreshwari mandirs are located adjacent to the Citadel 
between the Church of “Nossa Senhora Da Vida” and the Dominican church. A talav abuts the temple
complex on one side. The main entrance has two banyan trees with otlas leading into a space with the 
deepmala. The temples flank the entrance on either side.  
Internal Planning: The Nageshwar Temple faces east, and is approx. 19 ‘x 19’. Around the temple were 
a tiled roof corridors and a Pradikshana path. The Vajreshwari temple located within this same complex is 
dedicated to Goddess Vajreshwari with the ‘Vahana of the Lion’, with a sanctuary. The old tiled roof was 
replaced by a square slab, with an extension of the Mandapa on the eastern side. 
Architectural Characteristics: Like other Peshwa temples, this temple has a large deepa-stambh at the 
entrance of the temple and a small open space in front of it. The two mandirs are characterized by domes 
topped with a kalash. Statues of Ganas, who are supposed to be the permanent guards of the eight 
directions of the universe, are seen surrounding the dome. 

 

4 VALUE CLASSIFICATION   GRADE 

 

B(his) B(cul) B(seh) B(arch) B(tech) B(lm) B(ev) B(bio) B(reus) II B 
 

5 CONDITION ASSESMENT 

5.1 Structural System and Materials  Assessment 

Foundation: Stone Foundation. Cannot be asseseed 

Plinth: Stone plinth. Signs of rising dampness are seen along the plinth. Fair 

Walls: Load bearing stone masonary walls.  Fair.  

Roofing: The internal shrine has a dome with a kalash. The dome is 
embellished with deorative bands at the base resembling a lotus. External 
mandap has a RCC flat terrace roof.   

Fair  

Fenestration / Openings: The external façade has two tiers of rectangular 
window openings with wooden shutters.  

Fair 
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Finishes: The external façade is plastered and painted.  Fair 

Compound / Fence / Gate: None.  Non Existent   

Curtilege / Unbuilt Space/ Out buildings / Landscape: The temples are 
flanked by the deepmala and a talav.  

Fair  

5.2 Physical Infrastructure Assessment 

Lighting (Natural / Artificial): Adequate natural light. In addition tubelights 
have been provided. 

Fair  

Ventilation (Natural / Artificial): Inadequate natural ventilation.  Poor 

Electricity: Adequate provision by MSEB. Weekly power cuts. Fair 

Water Supply: Municipal Council.  Fair 

Sanitation: No toilet facilities for the visitors / devotees. Non Existent 

Drainage: Adequate. Fair 

Fire Precaution: Not required.  Not applicable 

Other (HVAC / BMC / Security) Systems: Not required.  Not applicable 

5.3 Maintenance and Repairs Assessment 

Measures: No monthly maintenance measures undertaken. The trust has a 
fund which is used annually for the minor repairs and painting works. 
Extensions have been made to the temple in RCC which are adhoc in 
nature.   

Fair 

Agency and Capacity: Vajreshwari and Nageshwari Devasthan Trust Fair 

5.4  Overall Condition Assessment (based on 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3):   
The structure is in a fair condition. The infrastructure necessary for the 
temple is in a poor condition. The trust has the capacity to maintain the 
temple but the efforts of repairs and maintenance should be directed 
towards safeguarding the structure. 
 
 

 

FAIR

 0: RUIN / NON EXISTENT  1: POOR 2: FAIR 3: GOOD 

 

6 FUTURE RELEVANCE 

6.1 DP Remarks: Reserved as a Place of Historical Importance.  

 Perceived Threats: Adhoc extensions pose a threat to the architectural character of this important 
heritage asset.   

6.2 Owners / Tenants / Occupants / Community / Organizational Aspirations: None identified.   
 

7 MISCELLANEOUS 

 Additional Notes / References and Documents Available: Records and information gathered from 
the Council and local experts. The area details verified from the Land Records Department (Vasai). 
Additional historical information has been sourced from the Imperial Gazetteer of India, 
http://dsal.uchicago.edu/ and Dr. Da Cunha, Antiquities of Bassein (Bombay, 1876). 

 

8 RECOMMENDATIONS & SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

 These institutions in most cases are funded by private sources through donation from members of the 
community hence they do not lack funds. They lack expertise in conserving and management of 
historic structures especially during additions and alterations to the original structure; this expertise 
should be provided to them. 

 



35G CHIMAJI APPA TEMPLE

35G CHIMAJI 

APPA TEMPLE

Extension made to the original temple can be seen in the foreground 



Talav adjacent to the temple

A large deepa – stambha which is characteristic of the Peshwa temples
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SR. NO 
 

34 i 

NAME 
 

MARTIZ OF ST JOSEPH  

SURVEY NO.  
 

36 

Plot Area: NA. 

Built-up Area: 620 sq. mts. 

Recorded By: Tapan Mittal Reviewed By: Benita Menezes Date: March 2008 
 

1 IDENTIFICATION & LOCATION 

1.1 Administrative Unit: Vasai Municipal Council 

1.2 Access 

Main Access: Road leading to Vasai Pier Subsidiary Access: Formerly called the Royal Street  
1.3 Ownership Pattern 

Present: Archaeological Survey of India Past: Portuguese 
1.4 Use 

Past: Religious Present: Redundant; Tourist attraction 
 

2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  
2.1 Built-in / Date: 1540 Transformations (if any):  

Patron: Portuguese Architect: Not Available 
2.2 Social – Economic – Political Context and Significance: In I534 Bassein with the land in its neigh-

bourhood was ceded to the Portuguese by Bahadur Shah, king of Gujarat. The Bassein Fort was 
established by the Portuguese and remained under their control until 1739. Amongst other important 
buildings, the walled city of Bassien Fort consisted of five convents with churches attached to them. This 
church dedicated to St Joseph is a part of one of the convents.  

 

3 ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 
Site Context / Planning: This church is located close to the Sea Gate and is also known as ‘The Se’ –
which means the Cathedral. 
Internal Planning: Three entrances to the church, one large from the front and two small from the sides. 
On either side of the main entrance is the vaulted sanctuary. To the southern side of the Martiz, is a 
staircase, which leads to the Priest’s residence and to a rampart wall, which opens into a square window 
jutted out from the wall. 
Architectural Characteristics: The main entrance façade is the tallest within this fort complex with 
monumental arched doorways and a tower with a dome above. Tall towers flanking the entrance façade 
along with the tower of the Baptistery – octagonal in shape with few stains of the original colours still 
visible and lancet windows. Winding flights of steps leading to the upper levels. 

 

4 VALUE CLASSIFICATION   GRADE 

 

B(his) B(cul) B(seh) B(arch) B(tech) B(lm) B(ev) B(bio) B(reus) I 
 

5 CONDITION ASSESMENT 

5.1 Structural System and Materials  Assessment 

Foundation: Stone Foundation. Cannot be asseseed 

Plinth: Stone plinth.   Ruin 

Walls: Load bearing stone masonarywith thicker external walls, with thinner 
entrance walls. 

Ruin 

Roofing: The vaulted stone roof over the altar is intact but the roof over the 
nave is missing.  

Ruin 

Fenestration / Openings: Semi circular, flat arched openings, lancelot 
windows some of which are broken at places. The doors and windows in 
the structure are missing.  

Ruin 

Finishes: Hewn stone, wooden and marble statues presently exist. Ruin 

Compound / Fence / Gate: None Not applicable 

Curtilege / Unbuilt Space/ Out buildings / Landscape: None Not applicable 

5.2 Physical Infrastructure Assessment 

Lighting (Natural / Artificial): The church is unused and does not have Ruin 
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artificial lighting.  

Ventilation (Natural / Artificial): The church is unused and does not have 
artificial ventilation. 

Ruin 

Electricity: The church is unused and does not have a provision for 
electricity. 

Non Existent 

Water Supply: The church is unused and does not have a provision for 
water suplly.  

Non Existent 

Sanitation: None.  Non Existent 

Drainage: None. Non Existent 

Fire Precaution: Not required. Not Applicable 

Other (HVAC / BMC / Security) Systems: Not required. Not Applicable 

5.3 Maintenance and Repairs Assessment 

Measures: No measures have been taken for preservation and restoration.  Non Existent 

Agency and Capacity: Archaeological Survey of India 
The Archaeological Survey of India has shown a very poor commitment 
towards restoring and maintaining this structure which has a national 
significance.  

Non Existent 

5.4  Overall Condition Assessment (based on 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3):   
The structure, the physical infrastructure and the maintenance are either in 
ruin or non-existent.   

RUIN

 0: RUIN / NON EXISTENT  1: POOR 2: FAIR 3: GOOD 

 

6 FUTURE RELEVANCE 

6.1 DP Remarks: Reserved as a Place of Historical Importance.  

Perceived Threats: Neglect of buildings of national importance like this which exist in the fort would 
lead to their deterioration and decay.  

6.2 Owners / Tenants / Occupants / Community / Organizational Aspirations: None identified.   
 

7 MISCELLANEOUS 

 Additional Notes / References and Documents Available: Records and information gathered from 
the Council and local experts. The area details verified from the Land Records Department (Vasai). 
Additional historical information has been sourced from the Imperial Gazetteer of India, 
http://dsal.uchicago.edu/ and Dr. Da Cunha, Antiquities of Bassein (Bombay, 1876). 

 

8 RECOMMENDATIONS & SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

 The building needs a restoration and a management plan to be implemented on a priority basis.  

 



35I MARTIZ OF ST. JOSEPH

35I MARTIZ OF ST. JOSEPH

Spaces within the citadel used by the fishermen for net mending

Spaces within the citadel used by the fishermen for net mending



Bell tower of the church which is in ruin
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SR. NO 
 

34 

NAME 
 

VASAI FORT 
PRECINCT  

SURVEY NO. 
 

14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 
19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 
24, 35, 36, 37, 67 

Plot Area: 404200 sq. mts. 

Built-up Area: 00 sq. mts. 

Recorded By: Rohit Mujumdar Reviewed By: Benita  Menezes Date: March 2008 
 

1 IDENTIFICATION & LOCATION 

1.1 Administrative Unit: Vasai Municipal Council 

1.2 Access 

Main Access: Par Naka – Killa Bunder  Road  Subsidiary Access: Pachu Bunder   

1.3 Ownership Pattern 

Present: Archaeological Survey of India Past: Portuguese 

1.4 Use 

Past: Defence Post 
Present: Tourism 

Usage: Occasional 

 

2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  

2.1 Built-in / Date: 16
th
 Century Transformations (if any): Not Available 

Patron: Portuguese Architect: Not Available 
2.2 Social – Economic – Political Context and Significance: On 23 December 1534, the Sultan of 

Gujarat, signed a treaty with the Portuguese and ceded Bassein with its dependencies. The corner 
stone for the fortification for the Portuguese town of Vasai was laid by this treaty at the site of the 
older and much smaller fort of Bahadur Shah, which was destroyed during the war. Since then, it 
became an important check post of the Portuguese for the control of trade (exotic spices, cloth, 
horses, fish, salt, timber, basalt, granite and shipbuilding) until the Marahtas captured it in 1739.  

 

3 ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 

Site Context / Planning: The fort consists of two layers of fortifications – the outer rampart wall and 
the inner fortification of the citadel.  
Activity Patterns: The sites and/or remains of the town hall, Captain's house, hospital, cathedral, 
convents of Franciscans, Augustinians, Jesuits and Dominicans and the Peshwa temple can be 
clearly identified within the fort precinct. Most of these structures that lie in a derelict condition and 
are visited scarcely by tourists. In a part of the fort are residential quarters of the customs officers. 
The fishing community which resides adjacent to the fort precinct uses a number of open spaces 
within the fort for activites like making and mending nets. The bus stand lies within the fort precinct.   
Characteristic Elements: The rampart wall forms and the remains of the churches which exist form 
the chief architectural elements within the fort. The churches are typical of the Portuguese churches 
from the 16

th
 and 17

th
 century having false front facades. The rampart wall of the fort included 10 

bastions. Of these nine were named as: Cavallerio, Nossa Senhora dos Remedios, Reis Magos 
Santiago, Sam Gonçalo, Madre de Deos, and Sam Sebastião, Sam Sebastião was also called "Potra 
Pia" or pious door of Bassein. 

 

4 VALUE CLASSIFICATION   

P(seh) P(cul) P(arch) 
 

5 CONDITION ASSESMENT 

5.1 Structural System & Materials Assessment 

Tiling/ Pavement/ Finishes: A tar road runs across from the town 
entrance to the sea gate. The rest of the areas have mud paths.   

Poor  

Compound / Fence / Gate: The rampart wall encloses the fort. It has 
broken down in a few places.  

Poor 

5.2 Physical Infrastructure Assessment 

Lighting (Natural / Artificial): No street lighing in the precinct.  Non Existent 
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Sanitation: No provision of public toilets. Garbage disposal also presents 
a problem.  

Non Existent 

Storm Water Drainage: The surface run off does not presnt a problem. Good 

Public Facilities: No public facilities for tourists like toilets, provision of 
drinking water, information points, rest areas etc.     

Non Existent 

5.3 Maintainence and Repairs Assessment 

Measures: Very minimal measures have been taken by the 
Archaeological Survey of India in the form of restoring one of the 
churches.  

Poor 

Agency and Capacity: Archaeological Survey of India  
The agency has shown a feeble commitment towards maintaining the 
structure. 

Poor 

5.4  Overall Condition Assessment (based on 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3):   
The overall condition of the fort is poor.  
 

POOR 

0: RUIN / NON EXISTENT  1: POOR 2: FAIR 3: GOOD 

 

6 FUTURE RELEVANCE 

6.1 DP Remarks: Reserved as a heritage asset.   

Perceived Threats: Neglience could lead to further decay and loss of this architecturally important 
heritage asset.     

6.2 Owners / Tenants / Occupants / Community / Organizational Aspirations: None identified.  
 

7 MISCELLANEOUS 

 Additional Notes / References and Documents Available: Areas and details verified from the 
Land Records and Revenue Department (Vasai). 

 

8 RECOMMENDATIONS & SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

 An overall management plan needs to be drafted, which would include aspects of restoration, a 
landscape plan, developing infrastructure for local communities like fishermen, residents within the 
fort as well as tourists etc. These aspects should be included on the basis of a detailed study which 
looks at the relation of various stakeholders of this precinct.  

 

 



VASAI FORT PRECINCT

VASAI FORT PRECINCT

Rampart wall along the edge of the fort 

Courtyard within the St. Anthony Church

Spaces inside the fort being used by the fishermen for net mending 



Church of the Holy name of Jesus – one of the heritage structures that is presently used

Chimaji Appa Mandir – one of the heritage structures that is presently used
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SR. NO 
 

35 

NAME 

VASAI FISHING JETTY AND 
DRYING GROUNDS 

SURVEY NO.  
 

NA 

Plot Area: 2730 sq. mts. 

Built-up Area: 00 sq. mts. 

Recorded By: Benita Menezes Reviewed By: Rohit Mujumdar                               Date: March 2008 
 

1 IDENTIFICATION & LOCATION 

1.1 Administrative Unit: Vasai Municipal Council 

1.2 Access 

Main Access: Pachu Bunder Subsidiary Access: --- 
1.3 Ownership Pattern 

Present: Government (Collector / State Government) Past: Government (Collector / State Government) 
1.4 Use 

Past/ Present: Physical Infrastructure Usage: Daily 
 

2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  
2.1 Built-in / Date: Not Available Transformations (if any): --- 

Patron: Not Available Architect: Not Available 
2.2 Social – Economic – Political Context and Significance: The fishing jetty and the drying grounds 

form the crucial sites of collective infrastructure for the fishing community, where a major part of the 
activity is carried out after the fish catch. This lends the asset a value as a socio-economic resource. 

 

3 ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 
Site Context / Planning: The fish drying grounds lie amidst the housing in the center of the village. The 
jetty forms the extension of the fish drying grounds.  
Activity Patterns: The activities comprise offloading the catch, sorting fish, fish drying, net mending, 
boat parking and repairs. Due to the various community activities of the Koliwada that take place along 
the jetty and the drying grounds, it has acquired value as a cultural resource. 
Internal Planning: All the activities take place in the open. 

Characteristic Elements: The characteristic elements comprise of the jetty ramp that slopes towards 
the sea and a series of structures made of bamboo poles for fish drying. 

 

4 VALUE CLASSIFICATION   

 

P(seh) P(cul) P(arch) 
 

5 CONDITION ASSESMENT 

5.1 Structural System and Materials  Assessment 

Foundation: Stone Foundation.  Cannot be assessed  

Plinth: Stone and PCC Bed. Poor 

Walls: None as the asset is an open air jetty and fish drying ground. Not applicable  

Roofing: None as the asset is an open air jetty and fish drying ground. Not applicable  

Fenestration / Openings: None as the asset is an open air jetty and fish 
drying ground. 

Not applicable  

Finishes: None as the asset is an open air jetty and fish drying ground. Not applicable  

Compound / Fence / Gate: None as the asset is an open air jetty and fish 
drying ground. 

Not applicable  

Curtilage / Unbuilt Space/ Out buildings / Landscape: None as the 
asset is a open air jetty and fish drying ground. 

Not applicable  

5.2 Physical Infrastructure Assessment 

Lighting (Natural / Artificial): Natural. Good 

Ventilation (Natural / Artificial): Natural. Good 

Electricity: None as the asset is an open air jetty and fish drying ground. Not applicable  
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Water Supply: None as the asset is an open air jetty and fish drying 
ground. 

Not applicable  

Sanitation: Open defecation presents an immense problem. Poor 

Drainage: Storm water and waste water from the koliwada is channelised 
into the sea. 

Poor 

Fire Precaution: Not required. Not applicable  

Other (HVAC / BMC / Security) Systems: Not required. Not applicable  

5.3 Maintenance and Repairs Assessment 

Measures: No monthly or annual measures have been taken for the 
maintenance of the jetty and the fish drying grounds. 

Poor 

Agency and Capacity: Vasai Municipal Council.  
The Municipal Council does not have the capacity to upgrade and develop 
the jetty. 

Poor 

5.4  Overall Condition Assessment (based on 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3):   
The structure of the jetty is in poor condition and needs development. 
Physical infrastructure is in a poor condition and the Municipal Council 
does not have the capacity for the development of the jetty. 

POOR

 0: RUIN / NON EXISTENT  1: POOR 2: FAIR 3: GOOD 

 

6 FUTURE RELEVANCE 

6.1 DP Remarks: Residential Zone.  

Perceived Threats: Presently the Fishing village, drying grounds and jetty is under threat of the rapid 
and random new developments around the area 

6.2 Owners / Tenants / Occupants / Community / Organizational Aspirations: The fishing community 
needs better infrastructure for drying fish and better storage and medical facilities adjacent to the 
jetty. 

 

7 MISCELLANEOUS 

 Additional Notes / References and Documents Available: Records and information gathered from 
the Fishing Societies, Institutions and representatives of the fishing community. The area details 
verified from the Land Records and Revenue Department (Vasai). 

  

8 RECOMMENDATIONS & SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

 The fishing village needs more infrastructure for fishing activities, drying ground and a wall protecting 
the edge from water coming into the village.  

 



VASAI FISHING JETTY 

AND DRYING GROUNDS

Boats alongside the fishing jetty

Fish drying areas alongside the jetty



Cultural gatherings which start / terminate from the fish drying grounds
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SR. NO 
 

36 a 

NAME 
 

PAPDY TALAV 

SURVEY NO.  
 

--- 

Plot Area:  23830 sq. mts. 

Built-up Area: 00 sq. mts. 

Recorded By: Benita  Menezes  Reviewed By: Rohit Mujumdar                               Date: March 2008 
 

1 IDENTIFICATION & LOCATION 

1.1 Administrative Unit: Vasai Municipal Council 

1.2 Access 

Main Access: Papdy - Par Naka  Road Subsidiary Access: Papdy Market Road 

1.3 Ownership Pattern 

Present: Government (Vasai Municipal Council) Past: Ram Mandir Trust 

1.4 Use 

Past/Present: Domestic Water Source and 
Religious Gatherings 

Usage: Daily  

 

2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  

2.1 Built-in / Date: 16
th
 Century  Transformations (if any): Fencing around the 

edge  
Patron: Not Available Architect: Not Available 

2.2 Social – Economic – Political Context and Significance: In the erstwhile grampanchayats, the 
natural / artificially engineered talavs have historically formed the chief source of water for domestic 
purposes - drinking, washing, cleaning etc. Although the water of this talav presently does not get 
used for drinking, it is particularly used by the surrounding settlements for other domestic purposes 
lending it a socio-economic value. 

 

3 ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 

Site Context / Planning: The talav is located along the main spine of Papdy and edges hold 
institutions like the temple, the formal and informal market.  
Activity Patterns: The talav is used by the surrounding settlements for cleaning and washing 
purposes.The talav is auctioned by the Municipal Council for fish breeding for a sum of Rs.3.5 lakhs 
for 3 years. In addition, it is used for religious, social and cultural activities like immersion of idols 
during the Ganesha festival and during the Chat Puja due to which it has value as a cultural asset. 
Architectural Characteristics: The edge is defined by a low level parapet wall and metal fencing. 
Ghats have been provided to access the water towards the road edge.  
Public Space & Environmental Influence: The talav functions as an active public space due to the 
temple and the market. Like other talavs, it has a value as an ecological resource as it helps in 
recharging the ground water table in the region. 

 

4 VALUE CLASSIFICATION   GRADE 

E(seh) E(lm) E(grp) E(cul) E(ev) E(arch) E(eco) I E 
 

5 CONDITION ASSESMENT 

5.1 Structural System & Materials Assessment 

Tiling/ Pavement/ Finishes: Tar road along one edge and PCC bed in 
several other aeas which exists in parts.  

Poor 

Compound / Fence / Gate: Stone retaining wall aong the temple edge 
and a concrete retaining wall in parts along the road edge.  

Poor 

5.2 Physical Infrastructure Assessment 

Lighting: Inadequate street lights have been provided around the talav. Poor 

Sanitation: Garbage disposal is observed along the edges of the talav. Poor 

Storm Water Drainage: The surface run off from the surroundings goes 
into the talav. 

Good 

Public Facilities: Steps have been provided as washing platforms, Poor 
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seating areas have been provided.   

5.3 Maintainence and Repairs Assessment 

Measures: No monthly maintenance and repairs. The maintenance and 
repairs are carried out whenever there is requirement for repairs but does 
not have a fund allocated for maintenance and repairs. The existing 
retaining wall was built by the Vasai Municipal Council in 2000-2001. The 
Municipal Council has prepared a proposal with an estimated budget of 
2.5 lakhs for strengthening the existing retaining wall. It has also prepared 
a bio-remediation and rejuvenation plan.  .  

Poor 

Agency and Capacity: Vasai Municipal Council  
The Council would need external funds to maintain and carry out repairs of 
the Talav.  

Poor 

5.4  Overall Condition Assessment (based on 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3):   
The structure of the talav and the infrastructure around it is in a poor 
condition. The urban local body has a poor financial capacity to maintain 
the talav.  

POOR 

 0: RUIN / NON EXISTENT  1: POOR 2: FAIR 3: GOOD 

 

6 FUTURE RELEVANCE 

6.1 DP Remarks: Reserved as a Water Body. 

Perceived Threats: Lack of maintenance and repairs would lead to the degradation of this 
environmental asset.  

6.2 Owners / Tenants / Occupants / Community / Organizational Aspirations: The Vasai Municipal 
Council is planning to create a botanical garden with a fence around the talav and have a proposal 
for beautification which would cater to the new developments that are emerging in the area. Plans for 
beautification, retaining wall, jogging track and recreation park are estimated to cost Rs.3 crores.   

 

7 MISCELLANEOUS 

 Additional Notes / References and Documents Available: Information gathered from the Vasai 
Municipal Council. Area details verified from the Land Records and Revenue Department (Vasai 
Taluka). 

 

8 RECOMMENDATIONS & SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

 The Talav presents a big opportunity for developing a regional level public space. Any repairs, 
modifications, changes, extensions made to the talav should be sensitive to the physical character of 
the talav and should be based on a carefully formulated urban design strategy. Facilties should be 
created for diverse types of users. Presently, the beautification plans for the talav cater only to the 
urban citizens for recreation but do not address the settlement that is in the immediate vicinity. 

 



PAPDY TALAV

PAPDY TALAV

Garbage strewn along the road side edge Garbage strewn along the market edge

The skyline along one of the edges of the talav with the shikhara acting as marker in the landscape 

Rickshaw stand along the edge of the talav Informal market along the edge of the talav



Chat puja being celebrated along the steps on the edge of the talav
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SR. NO 
 

36 b 

NAME 
 

RAM MANDIR 

SURVEY NO.  
 

225 

Plot Area: 4000 sq. mts. 

Built-up Area: 400 sq. mts. 

Recorded By: Benita Menezes Reviewed By: Rohit Mujumdar                               Date: March 2008 
 

1 IDENTIFICATION & LOCATION 

1.1 Administrative Unit: Vasai Municipal Council 

1.2 Access 

Main Access: Off Papdy Market Road  Subsidiary Access: ---  
1.3 Ownership Pattern 

Present: Trust (Shri Ramchandji and 
Thrimbakeshwar Devsthan Trust) 

Present: Trust (Shri Ramchandji and 
Thrimbakeshwar Devsthan Trust) 

1.4 Use 

Past/ Present: Religious Usage: Daily  
 

2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  
2.1 Built-in / Date: Rebuilt in early 20

th
 Century  Transformations (if any): Not Available 

Patron: Not Available Architect: Not Available 
2.2 Social – Economic – Political Context and Significance: The original temple marked the Maratha 

dominance of Vasai –Virar between 1739 – 1818. The present building has been constructed in the early 
20

th
 century.   

 

3 ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 
Site Context / Planning: The temple has an open space in the foreground. This space can be accessed 
either from the road connecting the market or from the path within the talav.  
Internal Planning: A rectangular structure, the temple has a large entrance foyer leading into the main 
shrine which has a pradikshna path all around it.  
Architectural Characteristics: The tall shikara forms a important element in the landscape around the 
Papdy and Bondali talavs. Segmental arched openings and the mangalore tiled pitched roof form the 
other important external architectural features. The timber post beam structure having an ornate wooden 
base and capital form the chief internal architectural characteristics.  

 

4 VALUE CLASSIFICATION   GRADE 

B(his) B(cul) B(seh) B(arch) B(tech) B(lm) B(ev) B(bio) B(reus) III 
 

5 CONDITION ASSESMENT 

5.1 Structural System and Materials  Assessment 

 Foundation: Stone Foundation. Cannot be assessed  

Plinth: Stone plinth.  Fair 

Walls: Brick masonary walls which show evidences of cracks.  Poor  

Roofing: Pitched mangalore tiled roof which shows weathering.  Poor 

Fenestration / Openings: The doors and windows are double  wooden 
paneled shutters. 

Fair 

Finishes: The walls are painted with distemper/,oil paints for the doors and 
windows and the floor is tiled 

Fair 

Compound / Fence / Gate: It has a low height compound wall on all sides 
and entrance gate in the centre 

Poor 

Curtilege / Unbuilt Space/ Out buildings / Landscape: The temple has a 
large front open space with broken kotah tiles for pathways and poorly kept 
landscape.  

Poor 

5.2 Physical Infrastructure Assessment 

Lighting (Natural / Artificial): Adequate provision. Good 

Ventilation (Natural / Artificial): Adequate provision. Good 
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Electricity: Adequate provision by MSEB. Weekly power cuts. Fair 

Water Supply: Vasai Municipality And A Well Poor 

Sanitation: There is no provision for any public toilets within the temple 
compound. If these are provided they should be well designed and should 
not hamper the architectural character of the temple complex.  

Poor 
 

Drainage: Adequate storm water drainage provision. Good 

Fire Precaution: Not required. Not applicable 

Other (HVAC / BMC / Security) Systems: Not required. Not applicable 

5.3 Maintenance and Repairs Assessment 

Measures: There is no monthly fund for maintenance and repairs. It is 
painted once in a year during Ram Navmi. No long term strategy has been 
framed.   

Poor 

Agency and Capacity: Shri Ramchandji and Thrimbakeshwar Devsthan 
Trust 
Thus the trust does not have enough funds to carry out any restoration or 
conservation work of the temple. It relies presently on donations and would 
need to look for alternative sources for funds. 

Poor 

5.4  Overall Condition Assessment (based on 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3):   
The structure of the building and the infrastructure and the infrastructure 
required for the programme is in a poor condition. The trust has a poor 
financial capacity to maintain the building.  

POOR

 0: RUIN / NON EXISTENT  1: POOR 2: FAIR 3: GOOD 

 

6 FUTURE RELEVANCE 

6.1 DP Remarks: Public and Social Facility (Reserved as a temple). 

Perceived Threats: Weathering of the structure could lead to the loss of this important heritage asset.  

6.2 Owners / Tenants / Occupants / Community / Organizational Aspirations: None identified.  
 

7 MISCELLANEOUS 

Additional Notes / References and Documents Available: Records and information gathered from 
the local people. The area details verified from the Land Records and Revenue departments (Vasai). 

 

8 RECOMMENDATIONS & SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

Any repairs, modifications, changes, extensions that have to be made to the temple should be sensitive 
to the architectural character of the existing building and should be based on an urban design strategy.  

 



RAM MANDIR

RAM MANDIR

The temple building with rectangular and segmental arched openings forms a background to the open space adjacent to the talav



Wooden posts forming the structure of the prayer hall 
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SR. NO 
 

36 c 

NAME 
 

BONDALI TALAV 

SURVEY NO.  
 

--- 

Plot Area: 7950 sq. mts. 

Built-up Area: 00 sq. mts. 

Recorded By: Ninad Kudalkar Reviewed By: Benita  Menezes Date: March 2008 
 

1 IDENTIFICATION & LOCATION 

1.1 Administrative Unit: Vasai Municipal Council 

1.2 Access 

Main Access: Papdy Market Road  Subsidiary Access: --- 

1.3 Ownership Pattern 

Present: Government (Vasai Municipal Council) Past: Ram Mandir Trust 

1.4 Use 

Past/Present: Domestic Water Source  Usage: Daily  
 

2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  

2.1 Built-in / Date: 18
th
 Century  Transformations (if any): Not Available 

Patron: local communities (natural water body) Architect: Not Available 
2.2 Social – Economic – Political Context and Significance: In the erstwhile grampanchayats, the 

natural / artificially engineered talavs have historically formed the chief source of water for domestic 
purposes - drinking, washing, cleaning etc. Although the water of this talav presently does not get 
used for drinking, it is particularly used by surrounding settlements for other domestic purposes and 
for irrigation lending it a socio-economic value. 

 

3 ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 

 Site Context / Planning: The edges of the talav hold institutions like the temple, the formal and 
informal market.  
Activity Patterns: The talav is used by the surrounding settlements for cleaning and washing 
purposes. The talav is auctioned by the Municipal Council for fish breeding annually.  
Architectural Characteristics: The edge is defined by a narrow pathway around which are 
settlements.  
Public Space & Environmental Influence: Like other talavs, it has a value as an ecological 
resource as it helps in recharging the ground water table in the region. 

 

3 VALUE CLASSIFICATION   GRADE 

 

E(seh) E(lm) E(grp) E(cul) E(ev) E(arch) E(eco) II E 
 

5 CONDITION ASSESMENT 

5.1 Structural System & Materials Assessment 

Tiling/ Pavement/ Finishes: The edge of the talav is made of loose mud.  Poor 

Compound / Fence / Gate: Stone retaining wall around the edge.  Poor 

5.2 Physical Infrastructure Assessment 

Lighting: Street lights have not been provided around the talav. Non Existent 

Sanitation: Garbage disposal is observed along the edges of the talav. Poor 

Storm Water Drainage: The surface run off from the surroundings goes 
into the talav. 

Good 

Public Facilities: None    Non Existent 

5.3 Maintainence and Repairs Assessment 

Measures: No monthly maintenance and repairs. The maintenance and 
repairs are carried out whenever there is requirement for repairs but does 
not have a fund allocated for maintenance and repairs. 

Poor 

Agency and Capacity: Vasai Municipal Council  
The Council would need external funds to maintain and carry out repairs of 

Poor 
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the Talav.  

5.4  Overall Condition Assessment (based on 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3):   
The structure of the talav and the infrastructure around it is in a poor 
condition. The urban local body has a poor financial capacity to maintain 
the talav.  

POOR 

 0: RUIN / NON EXISTENT  1: POOR 2: FAIR 3: GOOD 

 

6 FUTURE RELEVANCE 

6.1 
 

DP Remarks: Reserved as a Water Body. 

Perceived Threats: Lack of maintenance and repairs would lead to the degradation of this 
environmental asset.  

6.2 Owners / Tenants / Occupants / Community / Organizational Aspirations: None.  
 

7 MISCELLANEOUS 

 Additional Notes / References and Documents Available: Information gathered from the Vasai 
Municipal Council. Area details verified from the Land Records and Revenue Department (Vasai 
Taluka). 

 

8 RECOMMENDATIONS & SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

 The Talav presents a big opportunity for developing a regional level public space. Any repairs, 
modifications, changes, extensions made to the talav should be sensitive to the physical character of 
the talav and should be based on a carefully formulated urban design strategy. Facilties should be 
created for diverse types of users. Presently, the beautification plans for the talavs in the Municipal 
cater only to the urban citizens for recreation but do not address the settlement that is in the 
immediate vicinity. 

 



BONDALI TALAV

BONDALI TALAV

Adivasi settlement adjacent to the talav
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SR. NO 
 

36 

NAME 
 

PAPDY TALAV PRECINCT  

SURVEY NO. 
 

NA 

Plot Area: 60000 sq. mts. 

Built-up Area: NA 

Recorded By: Rohit Mujumdar Reviewed By: Benita  Menezes Date: March 2008 
 

1 IDENTIFICATION & LOCATION 

1.1 Administrative Unit: Vasai Municipal Council 

1.2 Access 

Main Access: Vasai Station – Par Naka Road  Subsidiary Access: Papdy Market   

1.3 Ownership Pattern 

Present: --- Past: --- 

1.4 Use 

Past /Present: Commercial and Religious Usage: Daily 
 

2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  

2.1 Built-in / Date: 16
th
 Century  Transformations (if any): Not Available 

Patron: Not Available Architect: Not Available 
2.2 Social – Economic – Political Context and Significance: Although Papdy was known as a famous 

ship building center, the present fabric of Papdy shows palimpsests from the 18
th
 century when it was 

given as a jagir to the commuity which transported goods, supplies and food to the Maratha army.  
 

3 ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 

Site Context / Planning: The larger talav lies along the main road that leads from Navghar Manikpur 
(now the railway station) to the Vasai Fort. The smaller talav lies along the market axis. The temple is 
located in between the two talavs. 
Activity Patterns: A formal and informal market forms the chief activity within the precinct.   

Characteristic Elements: The precinct is characterized by two talavs and a temple which lend it an 
architectural character. The edges of the talav and the temple form the chief public space and hold 
spaces for activites like the informal market, cultural and religious activities like the chat puja etc. 

 

4 VALUE CLASSIFICATION   

P(seh) P(cul) P(arch) 
 

5 CONDITION ASSESMENT 

5.1 Structural System & Materials Assessment 

Tiling/ Pavement/ Finishes: A tar road runs along the larger talav, while 
the smaller one has a mud path. The pavements, tiling and finishes are 
broken in many places or non existent. 

Poor  

Compound / Fence / Gate: The fence around the Papdy talav is made of 
steel rods talav 

Poor 

5.2 Physical Infrastructure Assessment 

Lighting: Inadequate street lights have been provided within the precinct. Poor 

Sanitation: The market activities lead to the generation of large quantities 
of solid waste, which is littered around the edges of the talav. Solid waste 
management forms an important issue of concern in this precinct.  

Poor 

Public Facilities: Steps to access the water and seating areas for the 
informal market have been been provided around the edge of one of the 
talavs.  These are in a poor condition and need to be further strengthened.  

Poor 

5.3 Maintainence and Repairs Assessment 

Measures: Some measures have recently been taken by the Municipal 
Council for improving the Papdy Talav. These include building of the 
retaining wall along one of the edges and cleaning of the talav. However, 
such measures do not form a part of an overall plan for the precinct and 

Fair 
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therefore remain inadequate to address its problems.  

Agency and Capacity: Vasai Municipal Council  
The agency has taken an initiative to address the problems of the precinct. 
Its efforts should be furthered strengthened by commitment towards 
maintaining the structure. However, to address the precinct level problems 
it would require external financial support.  

Fair 

5.4  Overall Condition Assessment (based on 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3):   
The talav precinct is in a poor condition.  
 

POOR 

0: RUIN / NON EXISTENT  1: POOR 2: FAIR 3: GOOD 

 

6 FUTURE RELEVANCE 

6.1 DP Remarks: None.   

Perceived Threats: Negligence could further impact the heritage assets within the precinct in a 
negative manner.     

6.2 Owners / Tenants / Occupants / Community / Organizational Aspirations: The Vasai Municipal 
Council intends to make a precinct level management plan for which it requires technical support. 

 

7 MISCELLANEOUS 

 Additional Notes / References and Documents Available: Areas and details verified from the 
Land Records and Revenue Department (Vasai). 

 

8 RECOMMENDATIONS & SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

 An overall management plan needs to be drafted, which would include aspects of restoration of the 
talavs, re-organising the edges and the market, a landscape plan etc. These aspects should be 
included on the basis of a detailed study.  

 

 



PAPDY TALAV PRECINCT

PAPDY TALAV PRECINCT

The skyline along one of the edges of the talav with the shikhara acting as marker in the landscape 

Informal market along the edge of the talav



Ram Mandir adjacent to the talav

Adivasi setttlement adjacent to Bondali Talav
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SR. NO 
 

37 

NAME 
 

GOVARDHAN VIDYALAYA 

SURVEY NO. 
 

NA 

Plot Area: 850 sq. mts. 

Built-up Area: 450 sq. mts. 

Recorded By: Benita  Menezes Reviewed By: Rohit Mujumdar                               Date: March 2008 
 

1 IDENTIFICATION & LOCATION 

1.1 Administrative Unit: Vasai Municipal Council 

1.2 Access 

Main Access: Papdy Road Subsidiary Access: --- 
1.3 Ownership Pattern 

Present: Government (Zilla Parishad) Present: Government (Zilla Parishad) 
1.4 Use 

Past/ Present: Institution (Educational) Usage: Daily 
 

2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  
2.1 Built-in / Date: 1889 Transformations (if any): Not Available 

Patron: Zilla Parishad Architect: Not Available 
2.2 Social – Economic – Political Context and Significance: These schools, historically, have emerged 

out of the efforts of the State to impart education in rural areas. They form the chief source of education -
particularly to the adivasi children and children from weak economic backgrounds in rural areas - even up 
to the present day. In our present contexts where educational initiatives are becoming more and more 
privatized, the initiatves of the government in the form of Zilla Parishad Schools providing subsidized 
education, books, uniforms and daily meals - assume a socio-political significance.  

 

3 ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 
Site Context / Planning: A central court which acts as a multipurpose space around which the built form 
is organisaed in a ‘C’ – shape manner.  
Internal Planning: The ground storey, load bearing masonary structure has a verandah that runs along 
the entire length behind which are strung class rooms and offices. The Zilla Parishad Schools in this 
region exhibit a similar building typology. 
Architectural Characteristics: Segmental arched openings with the timber posts in the verandah and 
the pitched mangalore tile roof characterise the façade externally whereas the timber truss cahraterices 
the internal volume.  

 

4 VALUE CLASSIFICATION   GRADE 

 

B(his) B(cul) B(seh) B(arch) B(tech) B(lm) B(ev) B(bio) B(reus) III 
 

5 CONDITION ASSESMENT 

5.1 Structural System and Materials  Assessment 

Foundation: Stone Foundation. Cannot be assessed 

Plinth: The height of the  plinth is 0.5 ft and constructed of stone Fair 

Walls: Load bearing stone masonry walls. Cracks on the walls are evident. Poor 

Roofing: King-post truss supporting pitched mangalore tiled roof. Cracks 
on the wooden trusses are evident. 

Poor 
 

Fenestration / Openings: Segmental arched openings with wood-paneled 
double shutters.  

Fair 

Finishes: The walls are painted with distemper and the doors and windows 
are oil painted. The surfaces show a heavy wear and tear.  

Poor 
 

Compound / Fence / Gate: The school presently has a  brick compound 
wall 

Fair 

Curtilege / Unbuilt Space/ Out buildings / Landscape: The school has 
an open space in front which is used as a multipurpose space. 

Fair 

5.2 Physical Infrastructure Assessment 

Lighting (Natural / Artificial): Adequate tube lights are provided. Fair 
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Ventilation (Natural / Artificial): Ceiling fans and ample cross ventilation. Fair  

Electricity: Adequate provision by MSEB. Weekly power cuts. Fair 

Water Supply: A well located within the premises is used for sanitation 
whereas the Municipal Council provides drinking water.  

Fair   

Sanitation: Inadequate toilets have been provided. Poor 

Drainage: Adequate.  Fair  

Fire Precaution: Not required. Not Applicable 

Other (HVAC / BMC / Security) Systems: Not required. Not Applicable 

5.3 Maintenance and Repairs Assessment 

Measures: No monthly maintenance measures undertaken. The Zilla 
Parishad has annual fund allocated for the school for its functioning, a part 
of the fund is kept for maintenance and repairs. However, this fund is 
inadequate vis-à-vis the growing necessities of the school. 

Poor 

Agency and Capacity: Zilla Parishad.  
Through the Grampanchayat, the Zilla Parishad looks after the 
maintenance and repairs of the school. However, it has a weak financial 
capacity for maintenance and repairs of the building.   

Poor 

5.4  Overall Condition Assessment (based on 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3):   
The building is in a structurally poor condition. The infrastructure necessary 
for the school is in a fairdition. The Zilla Parishad does not have the 
financial capacity to for maintenance, repairs and extensions that are 
required. 
 

 

POOR

 0: RUIN / NON EXISTENT  1: POOR 2: FAIR 3: GOOD 

 

6 FUTURE RELEVANCE 

6.1 DP Remarks: Reserved as Public / Semi Public Usage (School). 

Perceived Threats: Weathering and negligence of the structure would lead to its deterioration.   

6.2 Owners / Tenants / Occupants / Community / Organizational Aspirations: The school wants to 
expand and create more facilities for the students but the Government grant is inadequate to support 
such activity. 

 

7 MISCELLANEOUS 

 Additional Notes / References and Documents Available: Records and information gathered from 
the Council, School Authorities and local experts. The area details verified from the Land Records 
Department (Vasai). 

 

8 RECOMMENDATIONS & SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

 An extension plan needs to be made that could integrate the heritage aspects of the building into the 
new deisgn. External donations – from other government organizations, private organizations, 
individual or non-governmental organizations should be sought to safeguard the building and provide 
newer infrastructural facilities. 

 



GOVARDHAN SCHOOL

GOVARDHAN SCHOOL

Pitched Mangalore tile roof which forms an important architectural element

Entrance court and verandah around which are strung a series of classrooms
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SR. NO 
 

38 

NAME 

MOHANLAL VAKIL 
BUNGALOW 

SURVEY NO.  
 

NA 

Plot Area: 2500 sq. mts. 

Built-up Area: 1200 sq. mts. 

Recorded By: Benita Menezes  Reviewed By: Rohit Mujumdar                               Date: March 2008 
 

1 IDENTIFICATION & LOCATION 

1.1 Administrative Unit: Vasai Muncipal Council 

1.2 Access 

Main Access: Papdy Road Subsidiary Access: --- 
1.3 Ownership Pattern 

Present: Private Present: Private 
1.4 Use 

Past/ Present: Residential and Institutional  Usage: Daily  
 

2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  
2.1 Built-in / Date: 1933 Transformations (if any): Not Available 

Patron: Not Available Architect: Not Available 
2.2 Social – Economic – Political Context and Significance: This bungalow built during the early part of 

the nineteenth century was inhabited by a reputed lawyer Mr. Mohanlal.  
 

3 ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 
Site Context / Planning: The building occupies edges of the site and has a small court in the center. The 
two wings formed by the court were used to distinguish between the owners and the servants. The 
owners’ access was located towards the road whereas the servants’ access was located towards the 
back.   
Internal Planning: A part of the building on the ground level is tenanted to the Central Excise 
Department and the servants’ quarters have tenanted residents. The other parts of the building were 
inaccessible during the survey.  
Architectural Characteristics: This RCC frame structure shows Art Deco characteristics like decorative 
friezes, pediments and decorative railings reflecting the period in which it was built.   

 

4 VALUE CLASSIFICATION   GRADE 

 

B(his) B(cul) B(seh) B(arch) B(tech) B(lm) B(ev) B(bio) B(reus) III 
 

5 CONDITION ASSESMENT 

5.1 Structural System and Materials  Assessment 

Foundation: RCC Foundation. Cannot be assessed 

Plinth: Stone plinth.  Good 

Walls: RCC walls with brick masonary infill. The frame structure shows 
evidences of minor cracks and weathering.  

Fair  

Roofing: RCC slab.  Fair 

Fenestration / Openings: Rectangular window openings with wood-
paneled shutters.  

Fair 

Finishes: The walls are painted with neru/ distemper and the doors and 
windows are oil painted. The external surfaces show weathering. 

Poor 

Compound / Fence / Gate: None.  Not Applicable 

Curtilege / Unbuilt Space/ Out buildings / Landscape: A hard paved 
court in the center 

Poor 

5.2 Physical Infrastructure Assessment 

Lighting (Natural / Artificial): Adequate natural and artifical lighting.  Fair 

Ventilation (Natural / Artificial): Adequate natural and artifical ventilation. Fair 

Electricity: Adequate provision by MSEB. Weekly power cuts. Fair 
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Water Supply: Municipal Council. Fair  

Sanitation: Adequate provision of toilets with a septic tank which are in a 
poor condition. 

Poor 

Drainage: Adequate but in a poor condition.  Poor 

Fire Precaution: Not required Not Applicable 

Other (HVAC / BMC / Security) Systems: Not required Not Applicable 

5.3 Maintenance and Repairs Assessment 

Measures: Very few measures – like blocking leakages - have been taken 
by the tenants for maintenance of the building.  

Poor 

Agency and Capacity: Private 
The owners do not stay within the premises and a major part of the house 
is locked. The part which is used is tenanted. Due to this very few 
measures are taken by the tenants to maintain the property.   

Poor 

5.4  Overall Condition Assessment (based on 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3):   
The building is in a structurally fair condition. The infrastructure necessary 
for the building is in a poor condition. The owners have shown a poor 
commitment towards maintenance and repairs.  
 

POOR

 
0: RUIN / NON EXISTENT  1: POOR 2: FAIR 3: GOOD 

 

6 FUTURE RELEVANCE 

6.1 DP Remarks: Residential Zone.  

Perceived Threats: Due to the high land prices in Municipal Councils and high costs of maintaining 
such big bungalows there are several cases that can identified of demolition of old houses to make way 
for newer apartment buildings.  

6.2 Owners / Tenants / Occupants / Community / Organizational Aspirations: None identified.  
 

7 MISCELLANEOUS 

 Additional Notes / References and Documents Available: Records and information gathered from 
the tenants. The area details verified from the Land Records and Revenue departments (Vasai).  

 

8 RECOMMENDATIONS & SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

 The building presents an excellent case of adaptive reuse in which part of the building has been reused 
for public amenities. Incentives need to be provided to the owners for allowing such reuse and 
preservation of the building. Technical assistance should also be provided so that any extensions made 
to the house do not destroy the distinctive architectural characteristics of the original building. 

 



MOHAN LAL VAKIL HOUSE

MOHAN LAL VAKIL HOUSE

Decorative front façade; the lower level of this bungalow has been rented out to the Central Excise Department



Detail of the front facade
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SR. NO 
 

39 

NAME 
 

SHAH WADA 

SURVEY NO.  
 

NA 

Plot Area: 200 sq. mts. 

Built-up Area: 450 sq. mts. 

Recorded By: Benita Menezes Reviewed By: Rohit Mujumdar                               Date: March 2008 
 

1 IDENTIFICATION & LOCATION 

1.1 Administrative Unit: Vasai Muncipal Council 

1.2 Access 

Main Access: Papdy Road Subsidiary Access: --- 
1.3 Ownership Pattern 

Present: Private Present: Private 
1.4 Use 

Past/ Present: Residential and Institutional  Usage: Daily  
 

2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  
2.1 Built-in / Date: 1850’s Transformations (if any): Not Available 

Patron: Not Available Architect: Not Available 
2.2 Social – Economic – Political Context and Significance: The wada is a typical house type of the land 

owning agricultural community in this region during the 18
th
 and 19

th
 century.  

 

3 ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 
Site Context / Planning: The wada occupies the site leaving a minimum set back on the back. 

Internal Planning: One part of the wada has been tenanted to the Filaria Control Unit and Post Office. 
No access was allowed to the rest of the wada during the survey. 
Architectural Characteristics: This load bearing, double storey structure has decorative friezes and 
wooden joinery at all the floor levels. The front façade has full length windows which is a characteristic of 
the wada typology in this region.  

 

4 VALUE CLASSIFICATION   GRADE 

 

B(his) B(cul) B(seh) B(arch) B(tech) B(lm) B(ev) B(bio) B(reus) III 
 

5 CONDITION ASSESMENT 

5.1 Structural System and Materials  Assessment 

Foundation: Stone Foundation. Cannot be assessed 

Plinth: Stone plinth.  Fair  

Walls: Load bearing stone masonary walls on the ground level.  Fair  

Roofing: Pitched mangalore tiled roof supported on wooden trusses.  Fair 

Fenestration / Openings: Rectangular window openings with wood-
paneled shutters.  

Fair 

Finishes: The walls are painted with neru/ distemper and the doors and 
windows are oil painted. The external facae shows weathering.    

Fair 

Compound / Fence / Gate: None.  Not appllicable 

Curtilege / Unbuilt Space/ Out buildings / Landscape: None. Not appllicable 

5.2 Physical Infrastructure Assessment 

Lighting (Natural / Artificial): Adequate natural and artifical lighting.  Fair 

Ventilation (Natural / Artificial): Adequate natural and artifical ventilation. Fair 

Electricity: Adequate provision by MSEB. Weekly power cuts. Fair 

Water Supply: Municipal Council. Fair 

Sanitation: Adequate provision of toilets with a septic tank.  Fair 

Drainage: Adequate.  Fair 

Fire Precaution: Not required Not Applicable 

Other (HVAC / BMC / Security) Systems: Not required Not Applicable 
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5.3 Maintenance and Repairs Assessment 

Measures: Maintenance and repair measures – like replacing mangalore 
tiles, checking for leakages etc. - are undertaken annually. 

Fair 

Agency and Capacity: Private 
The owners have a weak financial capacity for maintenance and repairs.  

Poor  

5.4  Overall Condition Assessment (based on 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3):   
The building is in a structurally fair condition. The infrastructure necessary 
for the building is in a far condition. The owners have a weak financial 
capacity towards maintenance and repairs.  
 

FAIR

 0: RUIN / NON EXISTENT  1: POOR 2: FAIR 3: GOOD 

 

6 FUTURE RELEVANCE 

6.1 DP Remarks: Residential Zone.  

Perceived Threats: Due to the high land prices in Municipal Councils and high costs of maintaining 
such big bungalows there are several cases that can identified of demolition of old houses to make way 
for newer apartment buildings.  

6.2 Owners / Tenants / Occupants / Community / Organizational Aspirations: None identified.  
 

7 MISCELLANEOUS 

 Additional Notes / References and Documents Available: Records and information gathered from 
the tenants. The area details verified from the Land Records and Revenue departments (Vasai).  

 

8 RECOMMENDATIONS & SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

 The building presents an excellent case of adaptive reuse in which part of the building has been reused 
for public amenities. Incentives need to be provided to the owners for allowing such reuse and 
preservation of the building. Technical assistance should also be provided so that any extensions made 
to the house do not destroy the distinctive architectural characteristics of the original building. 

 



SHAH HOUSE

SHAH HOUSE

SHAH HOUSE

Full length openings on the front façade of the wada; the lower level has been rented to the Post Office and Filaria Control Unit



Detail of the load bearing construction in the verandah
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SR. NO 
 

40 

NAME 
 

OUR LADY OF GRACE 
PAPDY 

SURVEY NO.  
 

37 

Plot Area: 4760 sq. mts. 

Built-up Area: 805 sq mts 

Recorded By: Benita Menezes Reviewed By: Rohit Mujumdar                               Date: March 2008 
 

1 IDENTIFICATION & LOCATION 

1.1 Administrative Unit: Vasai Municipal Council 

1.2 Access 

Main Access: Papdy – Par Naka Road Subsidiary Access: --- 
1.3 Ownership Pattern 

Present: Trust (Diocese of Vasai) Past: Trust (Archdiocese of Goa) 
1.4 Use 

Past/ Present: Institutional (Religious) Usage: Daily 
 

2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  
2.1 Built-in / Date: 1574 Transformations (if any): The Church has had two 

extensions to the main structure, a priest house and 
community centre. 

Patron: Jesuit Missionaries Architect: Not Available 
2.2 Social – Economic – Political Context and Significance: Our Lady of Grace was the second parish to 

be founded in South Bassein outside the Fort. The parish included people from the village of Davly 
(Remedy), part of Sandor and Maferegua. The Jesuits nutured this parish until the Maratha invasion in 
1739. This church escaped destruction during the Maratha occupation.   

 

3 ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 
Site Context / Planning: The Church is located amongst several other institutional buildings. The church 
building is located in the corner of the property leaving a large open space in the front and the side which 
has partly has graves and is also used as a congregational space during festivals and social gatherings 
like marriages. The open congregational space is a peculiar feature of majority of churches in the Vasai –
Virar Sub – Region. The chuch complex comprises of the church, cemetery, priests residence, community 
gathering space and a well. 
Internal Planning: The church building consists of a large single storey hall with a central naive leading 
up to the raised altar. The extensions to the existing structure of the community hall and priests residence 
are located perpendicular to the old altar on either side.  
Architectural Characteristics: The decorative front façade is imposing with arched openings, belfry and 
rose window crowned with the Cross. It is divided visually into three tiers: the lower level comprises of 
arched doorways; mid level has arched niche windows, the uppermost level has two arched cutouts with 
a triangular decorated pediment bearing the Cross. The façade is further punctured by a group of circular 
stone columns with ornamented and carved orders mounted on rectangular pedestals which are 
expressed as pilasters at the higher levels. An extension to this façade is the arched passage with the 
belfry above it. The main altar sits in an arched alcove and is accessible only from the front.  

 

4 VALUE CLASSIFICATION   GRADE 

 

B(his) B(cul) B(seh) B(arch) B(tech) B(lm) B(ev) B(bio) B(reus) II B 
 

5 CONDITION ASSESMENT 

5.1 Structural System and Materials  Assessment 

Foundation: Stone foundation Cannot be asseseed 

Plinth: A one foot high stone plinth finished with rough Laddhi stone.  Good 

Walls: Load bearing brick masonary walls. Good 

Roofing: King-post truss supporting pitched Mangalore tiled roof.  Good 

Fenestration / Openings: Segmental arched openings with wood-paneled 
shutters and stained glass painting on the arches.  

Good 
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Finishes: The walls are painted with neeru/ distemper and the doors and 
windows are oil painted.    

Good 

Compound / Fence / Gate: Brick compound wall with an entrance gate.  Good 

Curtilage / Unbuilt Space/ Out buildings / Landscape: The Church has 
an open space for congregation at the entrance.  

Good 

5.2 Physical Infrastructure Assessment 

Lighting (Natural / Artificial): Adequate natural and artificial lighting. Good  

Ventilation (Natural / Artificial): Adequate natural and artificial ventilation 
through celing fans that are hung at the balcony level on long brackets.  

Good 

Electricity: Adequate provision by MSEB. Weekly power cuts. Fair  

Water Supply: Adequate supply from two wells. Good  

Sanitation: Adequate provision of public toilets. Good 

Drainage: Adequate storm water drainage provision Good 

Fire Precaution: Not required. Not applicable 

Other (HVAC / BMC / Security) Systems: None None 

5.3 Maintenance and Repairs Assessment 

Measures: Charity commissioner of the Trust sanctions repairs for the 
church for a five year term. Monthly maintenance for the 
church/school/college done regularly. Painting for the church done during 
festival which takes place in May. Plastering done 3 yrs ago. 

Good 

Agency and Capacity: Vasai Diocese. 
The Trust has the capacity to generate enough funds for regular 
maintenance and repairs.  

Good 

5.4  Overall Condition Assessment (based on 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3):   
The building is in a good structural condition and has a good level of 
infrastructure for the public nature of its programme. It is maintained in a 
good condition by the trust. 
 
 
 

GOOD

 0: RUIN / NON EXISTENT  1: POOR 2: FAIR 3: GOOD 

 

6 FUTURE RELEVANCE 

6.1 DP Remarks: Public / Semi public utility, Reserved as a church. 

Perceived Threats: With an increase in parishioners extensions to the church are imminent. These 
extensions if carried out insensitively could destroy the important architectural characteristics present 

6.2 Owners / Tenants / Occupants / Community / Organizational Aspirations: None identified.  
 

7 MISCELLANEOUS 

 Additional Notes / References and Documents Available: Records and information gathered from 
the Council, Parish Church and local representatives, experts and authorities. The area details verified 
from the Land Records Department (Vasai). Additional information sourced from http://east-
indians.net/Papdy.htm and the Catholic Directory of the Diocese of Vasai.  

 

8 RECOMMENDATIONS & SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

 The extensions to the church should be undertaken in a manner such that they do not destroy the 
distinctive architectural characteristics of the original building. 

 



OUR LADY OF GRACE CHURCH

OUR LADY OF GRACE CHURCH

One of the oldest surviving false front façades of the churches within the Vasai – Virar Region 



Intricately decorated pulpit Stained glass window at the upper level

Double height volume of the with queen post roof truss
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SR. NO 
 

41 

NAME 
 

THOMAS BAPTISTA 
SCHOOL  

SURVEY NO.  
 

16 

Plot Area: 12540 sq. mts. 

Built-up Area: 635 sq. mts.  

Recorded By: Benita Menezes Reviewed By: Rohit Mujumdar                               Date: March 2008 
 

1 IDENTIFICATION & LOCATION 

1.1 Administrative Unit: Vasai Municipal Council 

1.2 Access 

Main Access: Papdy – Par Naka Road Subsidiary Access: --- 
1.3 Ownership Pattern 

Present: Trust (Thomas Baptista School Trust) Present: Trust (Thomas Baptista School Trust) 
1.4 Use  

Past/ Present: Institution (Educational) Usage: Daily 
 

2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  
2.1 Built-in / Date: 1889 Transformations (if any): The school complex has 

been extended and buildings have been added to 
the school premises.  

Patron: Thomas Baptista School Trust Architect: Not Available 
2.2 Social – Economic – Political Context and Significance: In 1889 the Thomas Baptist English School 

was established in Papdy as a primary school. In 1891, it was converted into an Anglo-Vernacular School. 
It was raised to a High School in 1935.  

 

3 ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 
Site Context / Planning: The large educational complex has a primary, secondary school and a college. 
The heritage building within the property is located near the entrance. 
Internal Planning: The heritage structure in the property is a long bar building. It has a corridor on the 
beyond which are strung a series of classrooms and offices. 
Architectural Characteristics: Segmental arched openings characterise the façade of the building.  

 

4 VALUE CLASSIFICATION   GRADE 

 

B(his) B(cul) B(seh) B(arch) B(tech) B(lm) B(ev) B(bio) B(reus) III 
 

5 CONDITION ASSESMENT 

5.1 Structural System and Materials  Assessment 

Foundation: Stone foundation.  Cannot be assessed 

Plinth: The height of the  plinth is 0.5 ft and made of  stone Good 

Walls: Load bearin brick walls. Good 

Roofing: King-post truss Good 

Fenestration / Openings: Segmental arched openings with wood-paneled 
shutters 

Good 

Finishes: The walls are painted with neru/ distemper and the doors and 
windows are oil painted. 

Good 

Compound / Fence / Gate: The school presently has a  brick compound 
wall. 

Good 

Curtilege / Unbuilt Space/ Out buildings / Landscape: The front open 
space of the school complex is landscaped. The school has an open space 
in the premises which is used by the students for recreation activities. 

Good 

5.2 Physical Infrastructure Assessment 

Lighting (Natural / Artificial): Adequate Provision of tubelights and 
windows provide good natural light.  

Good 

Ventilation (Natural / Artificial): Adequate Provision of fans and windows Good 
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provide good natural cross ventilation due to the central courtyard. 

Electricity: Adequate provision by MSEB. Weekly power cuts. Fair 

Water Supply: Municipal Council.  Good 

Sanitation: Adequate provision of toilets and drinking water facilities.  Good 

Drainage: Adequate.  Good 

Fire Precaution: Not required Not Applicable 

Other (HVAC / BMC / Security) Systems: Not required Not Applicable 

5.3 Maintenance and Repairs Assessment 

Measures: Maintenance and repair works carried out annually. For elarge 
repair works external funding would be required.  

Fair  

Agency and Capacity: Thomas Baptista School Trust. 
The trust has shown a fair commitment towards maintenance of the 
building.  

Fair 

5.4  Overall Condition Assessment (based on 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3):   
The building is in a structurally good condition. The infrastructure necessary 
for the school is in a good condition. The trust has shown a fair capacity for 
maintenance and repairs.  
 

FAIR

 0: RUIN / NON EXISTENT  1: POOR 2: FAIR 3: GOOD 

 

6 FUTURE RELEVANCE 

6.1 DP Remarks: Public/Semi Public Utility reseved as a school. 

 Perceived Threats: Weathering and negligence of the structure would lead to its deterioration.   

6.2 Owners / Tenants / Occupants / Community / Organizational Aspirations: None identified.  
 

7 MISCELLANEOUS 

 Additional Notes / References and Documents Available: Records and information gathered from 
the school authorities and Vasai Municipal Council. The area details verified from the Land Records 
and Revenue departments (Vasai).  

 

8 RECOMMENDATIONS & SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

 An extension plan needs to be made that could integrate the heritage aspects of the building into the 
new design.  

 



THOMAS BAPTISTA SCHOOL

THOMAS BAPTISTA SCHOOL

School building with a colonnade at the ground level
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SR. NO 
 

42 

NAME 
 

TAAM TALAV 

SURVEY NO.  
 

--- 

Plot Area: 9290 sq. mts. 

Built-up Area: 00 sq. mts. 

Recorded By: Ninad Kudalkar Reviewed By: Benita  Menezes Date: March 2008 
 

1 IDENTIFICATION & LOCATION 

1.1 Administrative Unit: Vasai Municipal Council 

1.2 Access 

Main Access: Papdy - Par Naka  Road Subsidiary Access: --- 

1.3 Ownership Pattern 

Present: Government (Municipal Council)  Past: Government (Papdy Grampanchayat) 

1.4 Use 

Past/Present: Domestic Water Source and 
Religious Gatherings 

Usage: Daily  

 

2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  

2.1 Built-in / Date: 16
th
 Century  Transformations (if any): Not Available 

Patron: Not Available Architect: Not Available 
2.2 Social – Economic – Political Context and Significance: In the erstwhile grampanchayats, the 

natural / artificially engineered talavs formed the chief source of water for drinking, washing, cleaning 
etc. With the establishment of the Municipal Council this talav remains sparingly used for these 
activities.   

 

3 ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 

 Site Context / Planning: One of the edges of this water body has settlements whereas the other 
edge has plantations.  
Activity Patterns: The talav is used as a domestic water source and for cleaning of animals. The 
area around the talav is also used for drying cow dung which is used as fuel for domestic purposes. 
The talav is auctioned by the Council for fish breeding at a cost of Rs. 1,00,000 for a period of three 
years. In addition, it is used for religious, social and cultural activities like immersion of idols during 
the Ganesha festival and during the Chat Puja due to which it has value as a cultural asset. 
Architectural Characteristics: The talav has a masonary retaining wall with steps leading to the 
water. One of the edges has a large flight of steps leading to the water. The talav is edged by trees 
along its periphery.  
Public Space & Environmental Influence: Like other talavs, it has a value as an ecological 
resource as it helps in recharging the ground water table in the region. 

 

4 VALUE CLASSIFICATION   GRADE 

 

E(seh) E(lm) E(grp) E(cul) E(ev) E(arch) E(eco) II E 
 

5 CONDITION ASSESMENT 

5.1 Structural System & Materials Assessment 

Tiling/ Pavement/ Finishes: The edge of the tlav is made of loose mud.  Poor 

Compound / Fence / Gate: The talav has a retaining wall and a low level 
parapet wall laong the periphery, which are broken in parts. 

Poor 

5.2 Physical Infrastructure Assessment 

Lighting: Street lights have not been provided around the talav. Non Existent 

Sanitation: Garbage disposal is observed along the edges of the talav. Poor 

Storm Water Drainage: The surface run off from the surroundings goes 
into the talav. 

Good 

Public Facilities: Steps have been provided as washing platforms, 
seating areas have been provided.   

Poor 

5.3 Maintainence and Repairs Assessment 
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Measures: No monthly maintenance and repairs. The maintenance and 
repairs are carried out whenever there is requirement for repairs but does 
not have a fund allocated for maintenance and repairs. The existing 
retaining wall and steps were built by the Vasai Municipal Council in 1997.  

 Fair 

Agency and Capacity: Vasai Municipal Council 
The urban local body has shown a fair commitment towards maintaining 
the talav but would need external funds for large works.  

Fair  

5.4  Overall Condition Assessment (based on 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3):   
The structure of the talav and the infrastructure around it is in a poor 
condition. The urban local body has maintained the talav in a fair 
condition.  

POOR 

0: RUIN / NON EXISTENT  1: POOR 2: FAIR 3: GOOD 

 

6 FUTURE RELEVANCE 

6.1 DP Remarks: Reserved as a Water Body. 

Perceived Threats: Lack of maintenance and repairs would lead to the degradation of this 
environmental asset.  

6.2 Owners / Tenants / Occupants / Community / Organizational Aspirations: The Municipal Council 
plans to increase the depth of the talav to 7 to 10 feet by digging.  Plans for beautification comprise 
of constructing a concrete retaining wall for a length of 300 metres. This project is estimated at Rs. 
1.25 crores. 

7 MISCELLANEOUS 
 

 Additional Notes / References and Documents Available: Information gathered from the Vasai 
Municipal Council. Area details verified from the Land Records and Revenue Department (Vasai 
Taluka). 

 

8 RECOMMENDATIONS & SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

 Any repairs, modifications, changes, extensions made to the talav should be sensitive to the physical 
character of the talav and should be based on a carefully formulated urban design strategy.  

 

 



TAM TALAV

TAM TALAV

Fishing activity within the talav

The edge of the talav has a soft landscape of trees


