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Contemparary view af Dr. Dodabhai Nooroji Road focing the BMC Head Quarters & Victoria Terminus (Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus)

Dr. Dadabhai Nooroji Rood



The history of Dodabhai Moorsji Rood con be troced bock almost a hundred
and fifty years, when it was o mere strest running along the bastions of the
ald Fort. Along the inner edge of the western ramparts between Bazoar
Gole and Church Gate ran Homby Rood {now Dr. Dodabhai Naoraiji
Road), which wos regarded as o fashionable street since the 1850s,

With the demolition of the Fort walls, a vast expanse of new ond voluable
ferritory on the Esplanade became availoble for building. A strategic plan
for the area was prepared by James Trubshaw |, Architect to the Rampart
Removal Cammittes. Hornby Road was laid out in plots along its western
edge ond new buildings were constructed along this edge by the 1890s,
creating @ strong arteriol axis in the Forl.

What emerged os o result of this carefully orchestrated urban design
exercise, was a strong north-south axis in the form of Homby Road,
anchored at the north by the Craowtord Market, and the south by the Flora
Fountain, erected in 1869, In fact, this stretch became an infegral part of
the city’s ceremonial axis, which ook the visitor coming by boat from the
Gateway of India, down to the Victena railway terminus, an his journey to
the greot Indian hirterland.

By 1878, under the public design cantrols imposed by the City Improvement
Trust, Hormby Rood developed as one of the prime urbon design statements
in the city. Though the building elevations were conceived and designed
by different architecte, as part of the greater urban scheme, each building
wris required to have a ground floor pedestrian arcode. This acted as the
unifying element in the design, tying together the various building focades
as one infegrated urbein streetscape. While the western edge of the road
had an imposing street elevation of magnificent buildings, the eastern
edge retained the alder smaller plots and a madest scale reminiscent of
the organic development within the old Fort walls. Thus, Hornby Road
became the maost significant arterial road within the city ond ofter
independence, was named after the greot leader Dr. Dadabhai Naaroiji.

Handbook for o Heritage Streetscape

Archival imoge of Dr.Dodabhal Nooroji Road,
Courtesy Eminence Designs
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Maop of the de rade ll-A Heritage Streefscope of Dr Dodobhhai
Mooroji Rood. Source: “The Fort Precinct: Conserving an Image Centre”. Vol 1. The boundary of the
Fart Precinct has since been exponded southwards.
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rary images of the major nodes {from left to right}: Hutatma Chowk, Nagar Chowk and

Contempo

Connecting the busy commercial node of the Crawford Market (renomed
Mohatma Phule Market] on one end and the elegant Flara Fountain on
the other, Daodabhoi Maoroji Road is one of the primary arerial linkages
within the Fort area. It caters to a phenomenal influx of pedestrians that
flow out of the Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus building each day, swarming
into its busy pedestrian arcades and myriad banks and offices lining its
strafch, By the very foct of its existenice as o dynamic commercial spine
and business district, as well as being amang the busiest padeastrian
thoroughfares in the city, it plays o very critical role in influencing the
visitor's perception of the city of Mumbai

With its typically arcoded bozaars and elegant neo-classical buildings,
Dir. D.M. Road is an image center of Mumbai. Designated as o Grade |I-
A Heritage Streetscape as per the Heritage Regulations of Greater Bombay
1995, the area has immense value as a histaric urban streetscape and is
the anly street in India to enjoy this heritoge status.

Dr. Dadabhai Macroji Rood



Map of Dadabhai Naoroji Road indicating building names

BUILDINGS ON WEST SIDE

]ET_[ BUILDINGS ON EAST SIDE

AZAD MAIT

W,
W2,

Oriantal Building - [Americon Exprass)
Albert Building - [Sidhorth Collage|
Wi, Standerd Building - [Greal Western|
W, U M Pursram

W5, Thomas Cook Building - (Cocks Bldg)
W&, | M. Pefit Institute - JHZEC)

W7, Jeevon Udyog - [Khadi Grom Udwog)
WEB.  Moc Millan’s Bldg - (Lowrence & Moyo)
W, Cox Building - |AMZ Grindloys Bank]
W10, Mavsari Building - (Bank of Madum)
W11, Yark Building - {Generl Assurance)
‘W12, Conadd Building - (L1.C Mutyal Fund)
‘W13, Kodak House - (Deukche Bank)

‘W14, Wheelers Bldg - [State Bank of Indare]

W15,
W16,
w17,
wiB.
w19,
W20,
Wwiai.
Wiz

W23

W24,
Wi,

Taj Building - (Toraporewnla Building]
Maotional Insurance - [Singer Building]
Kitab Mohal - [Aptech / Centrol Bonk)
Shrasiji Building - {State Bank of Indis)
Homby Building - [Kataria Opticione)
Kharsdebwal Building - {Sandhvi Trodars)
Sheth Girls High Scheal - (Mabalosmi)
Esplonede High School - [Kelkar
Mohendra Building-[Empirs Hindu Hotel?

Soraswot Bonk)
Mahendra Annexe - (M Donald's]
Copited Cinema

W&, Briban Mumbes Municipal Corporation

WIT.
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Times of India Building

E1.

E10,
E11.
E12.

E13.

Ismail Building - {Stondard Chortered)
Drariya Building - [Phiroz Dostoor Opt)

. Sailor Building - [Sorcswal Co-op Bank)

Bisani Building - Pundoke &t Gallery)
Bonaji House - [Dowood Shoas|
Petit Building - (0O Bark / Berlish ins)
Dradysett Agiari - (Dinshow & Sans)
Alice Building - (B.E.5.T, Housel
Mawal Building - [Satauru’s)
Prospect Chambers - (Dhamma Marargi)
Bat Pirajbos Dodoboy Vodho Agiari
Kerrmani Building - [Godiroy Phillips /
Denes Bonk|
Bomboy Mutual Life - (Citbank)

El4.
E15.
Elé.
E17F.
E18.
E1%.
E20.
E21.

E22.
E23.
E24

E23.
E26.

Elphinstone - (Racidency|

Rediance Building - [Maridsan Woich Col

Kumud House - [Excalibur)

Bilguees Mansion - [Wemblay

Soldohno House - [Remidius)

Soroash Building - (Light of Asia|

Eruchshaw Building - (o)

Piromal Mansion - (Sahrob House /
Bk of India)

Commissariot Bldg - (Ecstem Watch Co)

Sadhna Rayen - [Bank of India)

Handlosm House

Badri Mahal

Sir 1. ). Institute - [Porsi Panchaoyat)

EZ7.
E28,
E29,
E30.
E3N.
E32.
E33,
Ed4,
E35.
E3é.

Mumbai Bank Bhuvan
Fine Mansion - [Cofe Shaheen|
BNG Howse - [Lord Krsno Bonk)
Dovar House - (Vicoeda Saloon|
Saheb Building - |Cerral Camera)
Ravi Building - [Pistel Computar]
Bochubhai Building - BB Varkak)
Deo Kripa - (Marsi Ledge|
Shreyas Chombers - (Sonica)
Chhatropafi Shivaji Terminus -
[Vickorio Termanws)
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Top Left ond Left: Howkers crowd the orcode alang the heritage street.
Bottom Lefi: The present street furniture is last in the visual cluffer.
Battom: View of the Flora Fountain, with o bockdrop of insensifive
odvertisement hoordings

Civer the decades, many changes have faken place on Dadabhai Naordaji
Road, irrevocably transforming the architectural choracter of the street,
O thesa, some like the modern conerete building infills ore of o permanent
nature, irretrievably damaging the character of the built torm, while others
are of a less invasive nature ond could be corrected with remedial

inferventicn.

The elegant architecture of mony histaric buildings has been defaced by
incangruous air-conditioning units, poorly designed sign bioards, addition
of upper floors and changes te the original colour scheme and fenestration.
The bustling arcodes are further congested with multitude of hawkers and
straet dwellers, while the pavements suffer from o near breakdown of civic
frastructure with inadequate and poorly designed street fumiture.

Dr. Dadobhai Nooroji Reod



Proliferation of Sign Boards & Hoardings

The proliferation of signboards and hoardings haos vastly domaged the
visual integrify and character of the historic Dadabhai Noorgji Road
streetscape. The huge hoardings along the maoin nodes of the Flara
Fountain and Mogor Chowk not only create o visual chaos, but also
disturh the fine interplay of architectural elements. Billboards and shop
frants have visually overpowered many fine-building elevations and very
often, poor fixing defails results in domaging decorative mouldings of
heritage buildings and defacing their architectural details.

Existing Policy for Hoardings

The present controls for signage regulations foll within the purview of the
BrihanMumbai Municipal Corporation’s circulor doted 24* September,
1996 titled “Policy Guidelines on Grant of Permission for Display of
Advertisements by means of Hoardings, Neon-Signs, Balloons ete.”, Under
the oegis of its license department, all attract permissions under the
provisions of Section 328, 328A of the B.M.C. Act, 1888. On page 2,
section B (5) of this publication, the BMC license department upholds the
need for better regulation, acknowledging the need for contralling
hoordings in “historically and archaeslogicolly impartant buildings,
structures and locotions”. Clause ¢} of Section 17 explitly sfates, “no
hoordings shall be permitted on buildings of orchoeslogical, architectural,
aesthetic, historical or hertage importance... ™ thus ratifying the view.

Given the fact that the entire stretch of buildings of Dodabhai Maaraji
Rood constitute o Grade [1-A heritage street, the BMC license department
nat only has a statutory jurisdiction over all advertisement hoardings like
the ones seen otop Capitol Cinema and buildings forming the backdrop
te Flora Fountain, but also the various signboards and shopfronts along
the entire length of Dadabhai Naoreji Read.

Handbook for a Heritage Streetscope
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Top Right: A signboard blocking the
view of the Municipol Heod Cluorters
building.

Above: Lorge hoardings obliferate
orehitecturol details.

Leff: Ugly hoordings behind the Flare
Fountfain desfroy ifs ombience.
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In order to create o dotabase for any future intervention in the area, o
series of detailed surveys and documentation was undertoken as an integral
part of the project. Through extensive surveys conducted in 1998 and
1999, the entire stretch of Dadabhai Naoroji Rood has been studied in
detail, compiling a set of survey maps on building heights, ownership
patterns, landuse, facade accrefions and building condition. The existing
street furniture location along with the condition of paving and hawking
in arcades has alse been mapped. The documentation process hos resulied
in the creation of o set of measured drawings of building elevations that
painstakingly map both the existing location of sign boords and hoardings,
as well as all additions along the facades,

5 Mogp of Dr. Dadubhhol Mooraji Road indicating Fi G d.Mmsl.- B This documentation is confined to the section of the road from Flora
e i Lbadie et il doro it Sk s ng Fountain (Hutatma Chowk) to the Victoria Terminus (Chhotropati Shivaii

Terminus} building since this leg of the Dadabhai Mooroji Road forms the
tangible street edge as the structures abut the rood without any major

Survey Map of Dr. Dadubhhoi Nooroji Road indicafing  Architectural Styles sethack from the strest, Beyond the Times of India building ond the Victoria
=147 i\l '| M T 5% | N % ' Terminus, the plots have major setbocks and no direct building edge is
- = L ) L N L L N

e : — ——— S — seen along the streat. This is the case right up to Crawtord Market, where
) ' A the building edge once ogoin assumes the street line. Thus, the Crawford
Market has been documented for preparation of future guidelines, while
the other institutions like Sir. J.J. School etc., that are not abutting the
straet line have not been included in this survey.

-Ir-do D.ﬂrflkv.u -‘U'amu-cuhr

Gt
Dlm:b .lﬂnnu-wus Modern Inhil
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With its pedestrian orcades and elegant neo-classical buildings, the mile
long stretch of Dr. Dadabhai Naoroji Road is dotted with some of the
finest Victorian and Edwardian architectural edifices in the city. Ranging
from the Venetion Neo - Gathic style of the Victoria Terminus and Petit
Library; the Indo-Saracenic expression of the Municipal Headquartars
and Times of India buildings; Neo Classicol features of the State Bank of
Indare and Parsi Panchayat; to the "Mumbai Vernacular” of Badri Mahal
and the flamboyont Art Deco of the CitiBank and Prospect Chambers, o
veritable open air exhibition of magnificent heritage buildings can be
withessed along this single route. With this fantastic ensemble of historic
architectural facades, the streetscape truly deserves careful restoration.

Architectural Style - Gothic Revival:

One of the most impressive buildings of this genre, characterised by o
revival of the Gathic in the 19"* century, is the Victoria Terminus Building
(renamed Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus). This Grade | heritage structure
exemplifies the Venetian Neo- Gothic architecture adopted in Bombay,
with its flambeyant emamentation, careful articulation of multicromatic
stones and pointed arches. Also seen in this building, are dramatic
gargayles in stone.

The Petit Library Building housing the Hongkang Bank and the American
Express Bank housed in the Oriental Building ore fine exomple of Yenetion
Nea- Gothic, with characteristic elements like spires, turrets and trefail
arches, Interestingly, the Victorion structures form the defining structures
that are placed ot both the major nodes - Flora Fountain and Nagar
Cheowk, dominating the skyline with their strong verticality.

Handbook for o Heritfoge Streetscope
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Elevation drowing of the Victaria Terminus [renamed Chhatropafi Shivaji Terminus)
Imoge courtesy: The Bombay Colloborotive

| R E
Meo Gaothic arch of the Pefit Library
building

" Carved stone friezes of thé Victorio
Terminus building

The Oriental Building



Architectural Style - Vernacular:

A response to the local traditions of building, vermacular styled focades
are seen along the eastern edge of Dadobhai Naoreji Road. The
colourful structures with stone brackets and cantilevered balconies are
reminiscent of the old houses in Boro Bozaar and perhaps result from
the foct that this edge was originally part of the old walled fown. Examples
of this type are the Badri Mahal building, with beautitul jatris and the
Residency Hotel, The vernacular styled buildings are concentrated
along the eastern edge of the rood, with the western edge adhering to
European styled structures

Architectural Style - Art Deco:

The Art Deco came into vogue around the 1930°s and with the
construction of the Bombay Mutual Life Building (Citibank) at the cormer
of Pherozshah Mehta Road, the style formally Yarrived” on Dadabhoi
Nooroji Rood, Soon to follow was the stylistically similar Prospect
Chambers building. The Parsi Agiaries foo were somewhat influenced
by this style and the Kermani building and Vatcha Agiory ore o somewhat
Zorastrian adaptation of the Art Deco. The architectural style is
characterised by its curved treatment of corners, stylistic carvings with
angular motifs and bas relief panels in pelychrome,

Handbook for a Heritoge Streetscape
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Elevation drawing of
Elphinstone Building

Art Deco features: Bomboy
ond Elevation drowing of Votcho Agiory (right)
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Arched windows of the
Times of Indio Building
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Architectural Style - Indo Gothic/ Indo Saracenic:
This particular style is characterized by on interesting blend of Indian and
Eurcpean elements, with o melange of architectural elements inspired by
the Islomic dome, or the Hindu termple. A very goad example on Dodabhai
Maoraoji Road, is the Municipal Corparation building, designed by E W,
Stevens. This Grode Il A heritage structure prasents on imposing street
tacade, with pointed arches juxtaposed with bulbous domes to create an
architectural vocabulary that is uniquely iis own. The Times of Indio building,
with |slamic arches and domes is another good example of the Indo
Sarocenic genre.

Architectural Style - Neo Classical:

Strongly influenced by the 19" century eclecticism in Europe, most of
the older buildings along Dadaobhoi Naoroji Rood fall into this
category. Buildings like the State Bonk of Indore, Toraporewala Building,
Kodak House, Empire Building, Conodo Building, Paorsi Panchayat
and Capitel Cinema are some examples of this genre. These focodes
present a range of interesting elements, from Hellenistic pediments
and decorative friezes, to Corinthion and Doric column capitals.
Another typical feature is the ground floor rusticated stone bands along
tha arcade levels, Each of these buildings was designed to incorporate
a mandatory pedestrian orcade,

Dr. Dadobhat Mooroji Read



Many of the signboards seen on the buildings along D. N, Road exhibited
a complete absence of any regulatory control, or defined pattern. Arbitrarily
placed signbaards cut across arches ond obliterated orchitectural features
such os keystones and ornately corved friezes. In many coses, verficol
signboard panels completely sumounded arcade columns, disturbing the
rhythmic lines of the arcades. Apart from this, there was o whole gamut of
shoplronts that exhibited o chaofic visual scenario ond needed ta be
regulated fo better project the heritage streefscope.

Extensive survays were conducted to analyse the relationship between the
signboards exhibited olong the fagade and arcades of the buildings, with
respect to building typology, occupancy, ownership, or the type of
asfahlishment that owned the sign, viz; retail or institutional, This infermation
was translated into architecturol drawings representing the existing design
and plocement of these shopfronts and fagode signs.

The surveys indicated that multiple fenanted buildings that were cbserved
ta hove more than 5 occupants tended to have o worse clutter of
signboards on the fogade. These buildings also typicolly had a larger
percentage of refuil estoblishments thot were seen to be the main
perpetrators of this proliferation of sign boards. A clossic example was
the Mahendra Chambers building and Nawab buildings with more than
20 oceupants per building,

View of the viswal
clutter of signboords
ond hoardings near
the Municipol Heod
Quarters.

et St ———
=] e There were however, coses whare multi-tenanted buildings had only one

] A E single signboard on the facade, allowing a single sign reserved for the
ground floor occupant of the building, This wos a more acceptable situation
theat was seen in cases such as the Thomas Cook and Citibonk signs,
but required some alferation 1o the size and placement, to allow for befter
visibility of architectural details.
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incongruous sll'l-c;pi;;onfs and ngnbﬁnm‘s that obliterated architectural details of herifoge buildings

Views of

12 Dr. Dadobhai Maorsji Road



The surveys indicated that the primary couse of signage clutter along the
building facades wos not as much the number of signboards, but the
poor and insensitive location of these signs. For example, even if a building
had eight ground floor arches and in fact fewer signboards, they were
poorly locoted in a manner that would either disregard the profile of the
arches altogether by cutting across them, or create a visual incongruity by
being placed in o haphozard fashion without any concern for uniformity
of size, colour or proportion.

Proposed Location of Signs

The design team embarked on an exercise of rationalising the signboards
by indicating through drawings, the proposed re-location scheme for the
tacade signboords. This was done for each building by first drawing up
an elevation showing the existing sighboard locotion ond then re-locating
these in o sensitive manner that would create o visual harmony, Thus
each signboard could be accommodated within the new scheme in a
more visually acceptable format without compromising on the size of the
signboord or reducing the number of signs.

Hondbook for o Heritage Strestscope
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Ground floor signage includes bank's nome.
b Aczerations in the farm of porch on ground
floor o3 extension of enteronce fo bank.
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W 1 - Oriental Building (American Express)

Ground and upper floor signage indicotes
educatienol institute ond commaerciol office.
Aecretions in the form of window oir-
conditioning units.

W 1 - Oriental Building {American Express)

Ground flaer signoge
indicates retail shop. Lipper
floor signoge indicotes
commercial effices.
Accrations in the form of
window oir-conditioning
wnits angd fin chojjos,
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W2 - Alhurt Building Sidharth College

W3- Siundard Building

W 2 - Albert Bmldmg Sidharth College

W 3 - Standard Building

Dr. Dadabhai Meorsji Road



Greund fleor signoge
indicates bank nome,

Ground floos signoge
indicates commercial
office.

Accretions in the form of
window grills and air-
conditiening wnits.
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Ground floor
signage indicates
retail shop,
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W4 -U M Pursram W5 - Thomas Cook W 6 - 1. M. Petit Institute W4 .U M Pursram W 5 - Thomas Cook W 6 - 1. M. Petit Institute
Building Building [HSBC Bank) Building Building [HSBC Bank)

Ground floor signoge includes relail
shop and private affices.

Accretions in the form of window oir-
conditioning units, grills and chajjas
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W 7 - leevan Udyog Building W 7 - Jeevan Udyog Building
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Ground floar signoge
includes retail shop,
Accretions in the form of
window gir-conditioning

units.
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W 8 - Lawrence & Mayo Building

Ground ond uppear
flocr signage includes
refail shaps.
Accretions in the form
af window air-
condrtioning units
and metal chajjos.

i

Ground floor signoge
includes bank nome.
Accretions in the form of
window air-conditioning
units,

W 9 - Cox Building (ANZ Grindlays)

Ground floor signoge
includes bonk name, refail
shops ond private offices.
Accretions in the form of
windaw air-conditioning
units, metol chajjos ond
aluminum windows.
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W 8 - Lawrence & Mayo Building

W @ - Cox Building [ANZ Grindlays)
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W 10 - Navsari Building

W 15 - Taj Building

W 10 - Navsari Building

Dr. Dadabhei Mooroji Read



Ground floor signage indudes refail shops and
Government Tourist Office sign. Upper floer
signage includes private offices and library,
Accretions in the farm of window air-
canditioning wnits, metal chajjas and
aluminum windows,

Ground floor signoge includes
Insurance Corporohon nome
and retail shops,
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W - 11 York Building W - 12 Canada Building W - 11 York Building W - 12 Canada Building
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Ground floor signage incudes
bank nome, retail shops, Bank
sign pointed an columns in
arcade.

Accretions in the form of
window air-conditoning units
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W -13 Kodak House (Deutsche Bank) W -14 Wheeler's Building (Bank of Indore] W -13 Kodak House (Deutsche Bank] W -14 Wheeler's Building (Bank of Indore)
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: Ground floor signoge includaes
restaurant name and retail shops.
Celumns in orcade alse abliteroied by
signboords. Upper floor signoge
includes privote offices
Accretions in the form of window air-
conditioning units and tin chajjos.

Ground floor signage includes bank
nome and retail shops. Upper floor
signage includes commarcial instifute.
Accrations in the form of window air-
canditioning units and aluminum
windows.
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W - 16 MNational Insurance Building

W - 17 Kitab Mahal

W - 16 Mafional Insurance Building

W - 17 Kitab Mahal

Ground flocs Greund ond Greund flor Ground floar
Graund floor signage includes upper floor signage inclede sgnags indudes
signage includes retail shops. Upper || sipnage incleda name restaurent name
bank name. flocr sgnage relail shops educatianal ond retonl shops.
Accrelond in (e meludes privite Calumns in nslitule and retail CDhJITIﬂf in proade
Farrm of window air- || offices, Columns in || arcode are shops, Colurnns in ales ahiterated by
condifioning units. || arcode also painhad ovar with arcods alse signboords,
Entire arcads abliserated by ratail signs. chliterated by Accrefions in the
facode an signbaords signboards. Fﬁﬂ'rn DF\:\.-!nli!}W
incongruously clod || Accratians in the air-candifioning
| with files. tarm af window air- unifs,
| condilisning unils
and tin chojjos.
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Shreeji Bldy Hornby Bldg Khandelwal Bldg Sheth Girls High School  Esplanade High School
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Ground flosr signoge includes
restaurant noma, refail shops, private
firrns ond honk signs. Upper floor
signege includes hotel signs ond
privote offices. Columns in orcode
alse abiiteroted by pointed signs and
signboords

Accretions in the form of window air-
conditioning units and matal chajjos.

;.r....:lll_l ._L:.f_

W - 23 Mahendra Building W - 24 Maohendra Annexe (Mc Donalds)

Ground floor signege includes restouront nome and retail shops,
Accrefions in the form of window air-condrhioning units.

Film posters and two large heordings on the tap of the building
dominate enfire focode

.':"'\,Tl :_ o _ gf“.
£ 3 ] :
LB OH |
o W , TR S
— - ; = .'H_\\ -‘-.-\ -_ :
345'_ = = = Lt

W - 23 Mahendra Building W - 24 Mohendra Annexe (Mc Donalds)

W - 25 Capitol Cinema
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Ground floar signage Ground floor signage Ground floor signage includes retail shops and bonk sign.
includes retail shass ond | [ inchudes bank nome Accretiona in the form of window air-conditioning units and
gallery nome. Upper an porch strueturne, metal chajjas. Five lorge, ugly heardings an upper floors
floer signope includes Acerefions in the form ond on the fop of the building dominate antire facods.
peivehe filma. of parch an graund

Groand floor oreodes Hloor a5 extansion of

obliteraied by metol enfranca to bank as

fixtieras for antrance wall as window air- ,
porches o5 well os conditioning units and o

window air-condilioning | | mabal chajjos on upger
unils and tin dhajjos on || Boors.
upper Fowrs.
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E- 24 Bisini Building E-3 Sailor E-2 Dariyo Building  E - 1 Ismail Building E- 24 Bisini Building E-3 Soiler E-2 Dariya Building  E- 1 Ismail Building
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&

T
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Lorge sign of retail Ground flaor signage

shop domingtes the | | indudes retil sheps and bank

facade of struetyre. | | 5ign. Upper floor signage
inclwdas commercial institute.
Accretions in the form of
windonw air-conditioning
units,
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E - 7 Dadyseth Agiary E - & Petit Building E - 5 Banaji House E - 7 Dadyseth Agiary E - 6 Petit Building E - 5 Banaji House
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o{nm e |||} | |
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E - 9 Nawaab Building E - 8 Alice Building E - 9 Nowaab Building E - 8 Alice Building
Large odvertzment hearding on the Ground floor signoge ndludes refail
top of the building dominaies the shops and private offices.
focode, Upper floor signage includes privote
Accretions in the form of window oir. affices. Columas in orcode also
condifianing unifs and metal chajjes, ohlileraied to same axdent by
signbaards.
Accretions in the form of windaw air-
condifioning units and metal chajjos.

Vaghas!

E-12Kermani E- 11 Vatcha Agiary E - 10 Prospect Chambers E-12 Kermani E - 11 Vatcha Agiary  E - 10 Prospect Chambers
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privota films,

Ground floor arcodes
obliteraied by metal
fatures for entrance
porches as well as
window air-conditioning
wnits ond tin chajjos on

Growund floor signoge Ground floor signoge
includes retail shaps and | | includes bank noma
gallery name. Uppar on porch struchure,
Hlaar signege includes Accrations in the farm

of porch an ground
fizor o3 exension of
entrane to bank as
wall as window oir-
condifianing unils and
meiol chojjas on upper
Hoors.

Ground Hoor signoge indudes retail shops ond bank sign.
Accrations in the ferm of window air-condicning wnits and
metal chajjos. Five large, ugly hoardings on upper ficors
and an fhe fop of the building dominate entire focade,

uppar flaors,
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mmmm

Pknesad | sk

el

[P

MM [0 m i, el 2t (1) (1) (1 (1] | o
mmmm IES SIS mmm o || E{[E
e = =E g =
g |=-nmm 3 =00 mm ;__
] ._..-.;_.'I: i E? :E i 1
-;:'==- 1 -F?—— | —=_NL:_ | U j D Eq.: Fg::‘:- uiis 1 T
E- 24 BisiniBuilding E-3 Saillor E-2 Dariya Building  E- 1 Ismail Building E- 24 Bisini Building E-3 Sailor E-2 Dariya Building  E- 1 Ismail Building
Large sign of retail | | Ground floor signoge
shep dominates tha | | includas refil shops and bank
facoda of structure, | | 550, Upper floor signoga
includas commarcinl instiute,
Accrations in the form of
windew sir-conditioning

wnits.
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E - 7 Dadyseth Agiary
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E - & Petit Building

E - 5 Banaji House

E - 7 Dadyseth Agiary

E - & Petit Building

E - 5 Banaji House
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......

E - 9 Nawaab Building

E - 8 Alice Building

Large odvertisment haarding on the
top of the building dommates the
facade,

Acerations in the form of window air-
conditioning units and matal chajjos.

Grovnd floor signage neludes ratall
shops amd privota offices.

Upper flaor signage includes private
offices. Columns in orcadae also
obliteroted to soma extent by
signboords
Accretions in the form of windew air-
canditioning units and medol chajjas.

E - 9 Nawoab Building E - 8 Alice Building

E-12 Kermani  E - 17 Vatcha Agiary
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Ground flaar signage includes bank names,
ahblitering arcade calumns fo on axtent. Upper floor
signage includes Inserence Corparation nama.
Accretions in the form of windew air-conditioning

units.

E - 13 Bombay Mutual Life

E - 13 Bombay Mutual Life

Ground foar
signage intludes
retoil thaps
Cobumn im oreads
olss abliterated by
painded signs and
signbeards,

Graund floce Ground flace Graurd fleer || Greund Aoar Ground || Large signbaard

sigrags inchdes signoge indudes signage signoge ncludes || floor obae ground

feslaurord nome refail shop. Columns | | indudes refail || retel and private signogs || foar indicofing

Celymng inarcade | | inoorcods alie ang priviohe céfices: meludes || hoted name

also chlienated to | | oblieraled o some | | afficss, Acoretioes in the || rtoil Accrelions in

same gxlant by exent by ferm of window || shop. tha Farm of air-

signboords. Upper sigribonrds. nir-condifeaning || Upgpar candibioning

sigrage inchidas Acretions in tha unit and grills, || floer umifls,

privata offics torm of wirdaw air. signogs
| conddianing units meludes
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E-19 E-17 Bilquees E-16  E-15 E- 14 Elphinstone E-20

E-17Bilquees E-16  E-15 E- 14 Ephinstone
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Ground floor signoge includes reteil shops ond Ground floor signoge

calumns in arcade obliterated by painted signs and includes refail shaps

signhaards. Upper signage includes private offices. ond bork sign along

Accretions in the form of windew akr-condilioning with building noma

units, Upgar signoga
inchrdes private
offices
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Forrm aff window air-
condifioning wnits
and meinl chajjas.

E - 22 Commisariat Building E - 21 Piramal Mansion

Accrations in the torm of window ir-
conditioning units and metal chojies
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E - 25 Badri Mahal E - 25 Badri Mahal
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Accretions in the form of window air-
cenditiening wnits and rolling shutters on the
ground floor. Incongrususly tied temparary
canvas covering alio mar the lower focode,

T T e T e R

E - 26 Sir J. 1. Insfitute E - 26 Sir ). 1. Institute
Ground floor signoge includes restauront name, Ground and upper floor
Columns in arcode onliteroted by painted signs. sigrage incluedes bank
Accretions in the form of window air- signs.
condifioning units grifls. Accretions in the form of
window air-condifioning

s
|| ({|E 85
iignyn

I \
|

o . |

IEMIE i

g il
30 u

E- E-29 E-28 E-27 Mumbai Bank Bhuvan E-28 E- 27 Mumbai Bank Bhuvan
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panted signs ond signboards,

umits,

Ground flosr slgnage includes retail shops and
Gawerment welfare centre ond Housing
Cerporation. Colmums in oreode obliterated by

Accretions in the form of window oir-conditioning
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E- 34 DeoKripa E- 33 Bochubhoi E- 32 Rowi E- 31

E - 35 Shreyas Chambers

E- 34 Deo Kripa  E - 23 Bachubhoi EaBERuw E-

E - 35 Shreyos Chombers

Elevation of west side from Oriental Building fo J. N. Pelit Institute
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Raar)

Signoge boords of any size will
not ba permitted above this
level [Bobustrade line of first

Manimum allowable height of
cantilever hanging signs =

2800mm from ground level &
net mora than 2 per building,

arch
comice

(Pt 8

Signoge will nat ba
rniFlad wherg i
idee. details like

i and c:lull.-n'm
Kekiiri nomi o
oy ather specific
oo

Signmge will he
permitied i the arch
inzed, fallowing the
porfile of the arch &
ot lenwae Ih:_r'li12ft
ringing poin:
& arch,

T

Minirmum

allewable height of

i contilaver honging

signs is 2400mm

Signage beards of
any size will not be
permitted ahove
this level
ibalustrada line of

first floar)

Signege will nat ba
r:?#l:d whera i
idas details like

oreh keyskang,
minﬂ band I
mn copital,
arignal bulldn

rame or ary other

sgcific Tagh

-

. |

Reclenguler sign
boards may be
ollewed, frem o
heriantel red of
the saringang
poant leval.

from ground lewvel
& not more thon 2
per building,

i

|

— ———— - — ——— — —

Views of arcades with the rectangular signoge which may be ccceptoble if the enfire focode uses

only one design Gnd signoge plocement scheme.,
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PROPOSED CONTROLS FOR

SHOPFRONTS & SIGNAGE

Suggested Location of Signboards on

Building Facades

The locotion of signboards on each building fagade should be carefully
regulated, so os not to conceal or obstruct any architectural detailing,
cornice band or keystone and such decorative element that is integrol fo
the building fagade. All horizontal comice bands like thase seen on the
Great Western Stores and ground floor arcades like those on the Conado
Building and Esplanade High School which at present are obliterated by
signboards, should be freed of such accretions, and the signage restricted
to ba inset within the orch profile or ot the foscia band above the arches.

Similarly, the present location of horizontal bands of signage that conceal
keystones of the ground level arches should be moved up to expose the
keystones, or alernatively, restricted to signs inset within the arches.

Mo signboords shall be allowed an the upper floors. The signs shall be
no higher than the bolustrade line over the ground floor arcade alang the
facades of any building. Signs concaaling arcade ealurmns should be
removed and no arcade columns shall be pointed over with signage,
advertisement or any lettering.

In case the entire building fagade adopts anly one signage arrangement
ot the arcade level, rectangular signs may be allowed to be inset within
the arched profile at the springing point level of the arcade.

Businesses on the upper floors shall exhibit their firm's name within an
integrated arcade signpost, designed to carry the names of all accupants
Hoor wise. Or, bosed on floor space occupied and owner's consent, shall
alternatively introduce signs within the recessed arches along the ground
Hloor arcade, or at the fascia band owver the arcade,

Dr. Dadabhai Naoraji Read



Building Names & Shopfront Lettering

There is o tradition of mounted lettering in stucco or embossed wood or
even engraved stone to indicate the originel nome of the building. Many
buildings clong Dadabhai Nacroji Road have eriginally corried building
names and numbers viz; Prospect Chambers, Commisariat Building ete.,
in metal or stucco lettering and these should be encouraged.

It is necessary to raspect these original nomes and no ponels, boards or
signboards should be allowed to conceal these. Mareaver, these should
ke restored and highlighted as they form an indelible part of the history o
Hornby Road, Only subtle illumination should be allowed.

Fp.ﬂﬁiza

SHOFFING CENTER

Lettering at Fascia band level

As o general rule, maost shopfronts in Dodobhal Mooroji Road have a
horizontal toscia band just above the orcode level where it is oppropriate fo
apply lettering. Individually applied letters are usually preferable os they de
not conceal facade elements and allow the stane texture fo show up.

Lettering Styles

The lettering forts may not be flexible in the case of some branded company
nomes, but wheraver possible, the lettering style and font design should
adhere to the architectural style and pericd of the building. For example,
the building names on Art Dece structures like Prospect Chombers and
Citibank could be more akin to the lettering style contermpeorary with that
period, while the neo classical buildings could have more canventional
lettering designs like Book Antigua, Times Roman ete. ar contemporary
|lettering made more discreet,

Reguloted shopfronts in the historic oreo of Bond Streef-London,
Source; Cify of Westminster, Deparfment of Planning and Transporfalion

GARAMOND TIMES BODONI ART DECO BOOK ANTIQUA

Abave: Some lettering styles that may be well suited fo the architectural ombience of the buildings.
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M
allawable size of
b illuminoted
signage FS0mm
high & not =
200mm outside
the building foce,
anywhare alang
the fascia band.

Existing Section Through Arcode Proposed Arcade Section

Left & Centre: Sketch of proposed orcode section & elevation of box illuminated sign
Right: Exomple of box signs thot were loler oltered os per the signoge guidelines
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Projecting Box Signs & Rigid Canopies

Box signs should be discouraged as o rule and especiolly those which
form porch like sun-shade projections on the external face of the building,
viz the sign of Neoble Jewellery Mart on Copitol Cinema building; Pheroze
Dastoor Opticians on Dariya Mahal building, American Dry Fruits store
on Bisni building and Dinshaw & Sans Opticians on Wacha Agiary
buwilding. Also unocceptable, is the projecting conopy of Standord Charfered
Bank on lsmail building. These naither follow the arcade profile, nor relate
in terms of material, form or fenestration pattern, to the building.

Back lit Signs and llluminated Box Signs

In the cose of existing back it signs like the Thomas Cock and Citibank
signs, that follow a harizontal band olong the foscia, these should be
allowed only if this single horizontal band is the only signoge on the
building. It should be limited to a single background colour and that too,
ploced within the fascia band abowve the keystones so as not to obscurs
any decorative detailing on the building.

Backlit signs should only be allowed if they incarporate a single corporate
name and fixing is done in o manner not domoging fo the building
tabric, preferably in non corresive metal. Special permissions should be
required from the Heritage Committee before approval for installation is
given and the box should not be more that 10 inches wide at any ploce.

Dr. Dodabhai Maooroji Road



Corporate Image & Logos

It is necessary to exercise discretion in the application of o corporate
image, especiolly on listed buildings and within conservation areas and
heritage precincts like Dadabhai Naoroji Road.

It is usually possible to retain the graphic style with careful selection of
materials, location and odapting the size to be batter suited to the building
lines and il retain the corporate image. Especially in the case of large
retail chains, banks and high profile companies, a certain level of
responsibility and discretion in respecting the streetscope is expecied.

Directive Controls for Materials

taterinls for signboards should be selected carefully so asto relate to the
style of the building and the character of the sireefscape. As o general
rule, traditional materials like painted timber, wrought and cast iron, bronze
ar other alloys should narmally be preferred and excessive use of painted
beard, asbestos, aluminium and perspex in modem designs, which do
nat follow the building lines should be discouraged. The material tar
fixing the signs into the building should be coretully chosen in non -
corrasive metols like steel and phospho-bronze or in epoxy or enamel
painted mild steel fo check corrosion. Harsh or goudy fluorescent colours,
unsympathetic to the building should be avoided.

Well-designed lighting, using yellow instead of bright white luorescent
light should be accepted. Moreaver, extreme care should be taken in the
rauting of electrical wires and placemant of light fixtures; making them
laast obtrusive and ensuring that the routing and fixing is done sensitively
and does not domage the heritage building, either visually or physically.

Handbook for a Heritage 3treetscope

Corporates such as Citibank, Mec Donalds and ANZ Grindlays are smong the many establishments on D. N, Road

Imoges of consistent and sensifively selected maoterials for signoge
Source: City of Westminster, Department of Plonning and Transportation
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minimum
Tm.

R

KERB LINE

Schemafic section showing the acceptable height & disfonce for any contilevered sign.
Source: City of Wastminster, Deporiment of Planning ond Transporfation
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Cantilevered Signs

Thers shall be not mare than 2 such signs ollowed per building, in the
suggested design as exhibited in the disgrammaotic sketch, with the size of
projection not to exceed 3 14 feet out of the building line, the actual
board not to excead 2% in width and 1°-6" height and mounted in o
manner that it is at foscia level, or slightly below and does not domage,
either visually or physically, any decorative moulding or focade

Signs on fimber or metal handing boards of good proporions are a
historic feature and traditional brackets in wrought iran or copper, bronze
ond such traditional materials should be allowed. Projecting signs should
ideally be located af fascio leval and preferably on the pilaster, unless this
would domage important archifectural features

Acceptable designs for contileversd
signs

Dr. Dadabhai Mooroji Rood



Addressing the Arch Typology

In order to simplify the understanding of the signboard re-location scheme,
the entire series of arches along the pedestrion arcades of Dadabhai
Nacroji Road hove been reduced to o set of seven basic fypes. This
enables a schematic re-locotion proposal based en the arch type and its
recommended signboard design. A list of buildings falling within each
arch typology have been given alongside the arch profile to enable a
building occupant fo re-design his signboard in the suggested manner.

Directive Guidelines for Arcades
Schematic sections through the pedestrion arcodes showing the existing

. 1 i : Painted Flat {Rectangular Semicircular
and proposed signboards, paving ete. in o bid to restore the arcades, 1 Bl '
have been drown up to facilitote the regulation of signs.
T = —
e —— ———— = =
= = =5 7% N q V=
: I_,,._*,,,,._I' b il |
Segmental Flat {Crnamental) Elongoted Semicirculor
Existing Section Through Arcade Proposed Arcode Section Schematic fypology of arcodes thot appeor on Dadobhai Maorgji Road
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